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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

This Cemetery Management Plan 2019 – 2025 (CMP) provides a snapshot of Council’s nine (9) cemeteries 
(Kapunda, Freeling, Greenock Templers, Buchfelde, Loos, Kangaroo Flat, Magdala, Schoenfeld) including 
historical information, layout, design and records management data and identifies significant issues requiring 
budget forecasting.  Focussing on Council’s three main cemeteries (Kapunda, Freeling and Greenock) from 
an operating, management and analysis of future viability perspective it captures statistical information, trend 
analysis and conservative dates to identify when the three main cemeteries will reach capacity.  In 2018 Steed 
Surveyors were engaged to map and survey the nine (9) cemeteries including aerial photography and the 
cemetery design and survey set out for future plots at the three main cemeteries whilst Grieve Gillett Andersen 
Heritage Advisors were engaged to provide assessment and advice within a heritage report on all nine (9) 
cemeteries. 

This CMP aims to provide an overarching policy for Council's cemetery assets and gives clear direction to 
Council on its options available to formulate a comprehensive management plan which addresses our 
historical responsibilities, community expectation and options for future development and layout of cemetery 
design, but still allows scope for modifications in line with future burial trends and community expectation. It 
is noted also how important Council cemeteries are with respect to tourism within the region. 

Outcomes from statistical information and trend analysis reveals cremations are becoming more popular with 
the community whilst burials over the past nine (9) months have decreased.  Consultation with adjoining 
Cemetery Authorities and local Funeral Directors have confirmed that the trend towards cremation is 80% to 
20% burials.  This is mainly due to consumer appeal for the variety of options ashes interments or scattering 
provide.  Cost to inter ashes is significantly cheaper for the family than burial and the memorial costs.  
Decisions over interments of ashes can be delayed with ashes stored by the family whereas a burial occurs 
soon after the individual’s death.  The community is also aware of the 25 year tenure of ashes placement at 
the larger cemeteries and have chosen to have their loved ones ashes relocated to regional cemeteries where 
the tenure is either 50 years or in some locations in perpetuity.  

The Heritage Advisors have reported our Council cemeteries contain a large number of unique historic graves 
and memorials which, given their local heritage value, should be retained in perpetuity.  They have provided 
specific criteria to qualify in the historic category with allocated sections within the cemetery for future 
development whilst recommending Council retain historic gravesites in perpetuity.  The CMP identifies options 
for future growth within its three main cemeteries whilst requesting a review of cemetery status every six years 
to revisit trend analysis to align with community needs. 

This CMP looks to address the most important issues currently facing the cemeteries whilst proposing future 
planning and capital improvements most needed including identifying potential site risks.  It is noted that any 
future capital expenses will be subject to budget consideration and approval:  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Cemetery Management Plan contains a number of recommendations.  The following is a summary of 
those recommendations: 

5.1 Expired Interment Rights – Refer page 47  

 
1. Any existing memorials located within the ‘designated areas’ outlined in the 2019 Grieve Gillett 

Heritage Advisor Cemetery Reports at Council’s Kapunda, Freeling, Greenock, Magdala, Loos, 
Buchfelde, Kangaroo Flat, Templers and Schoenfeld Cemeteries to be retained in perpetuity as Local 
Heritage in value; and  

2. On expiration of an interment right, any sites displaying the Australian Armed Forces emblem be 
referred to the Office of War Graves to determine the most appropriate action. 
 

3. Update the Cemetery Memorial Policy and future Interment Right documents to reflect any changes 
that this plan has suggested.  

5.3 Rubbish – Refer page 48 

1. That new signposting be erected at the Kapunda Cemetery Grass Beam Section and Memorial 
Section informing the public that, due to safety concerns, glass objects or trinkets encroaching onto 
the grass area will be removed, and 

10.1 Roseworthy Cemetery – Refer page 56 

Retain the land and provide basic maintenance for the duration of this management plan. 10.3
 Memorials / Memorialisation - Refer page 62 

Develop business cases for the development of: 
 

• ‘Family’ memorial sites for multiple sets of ashes at the Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling cemeteries ; 

• Plaque only memorial areas; and 

• A pathway through the Freeling Cemetery ‘Bush for Life’ area for ashes interments with plaques .  

11. Kapunda Cemetery – Refer page 65 

• New graves in the traditional burials area within the historic core of Kapunda Cemetery should be in 
previously unused plots. The table lists 51 plots in the historic areas of the cemetery identified as clear of 
burials but it is noted that there can be no guarantee that there are not historic burials contained within 
the sites (except for Row S). 

• Individual Interment Right Holders of grave plots should be informed of the constraints relating to the 
installation of new graves in historic areas within the Kapunda Cemetery and for any memorial placed at 
that site.  It is recommended that the sites be test probed for evidence of historic burials or ground changes 
prior to approving single depth burials.   

• As the width of the gravesites in the rows of the main cemetery are 3 feet (913mm) wide any new single 
depth grave dug beside existing graves should be excavated with care to ensure that no damage is 
caused to the structure of the existing grave through subsidence or other movement.  

• Regarding the potential reuse of grave sites in the main cemetery, adjacent to historic graves, it is 
proposed that a date cut off of pre World War Two (1939 and earlier) be used to define ‘historic’ graves, 
both in relation to the State’s history, and as that timeframe covers eras where monumentation was an 
art form in its own right, displaying fine examples of intricate carving techniques, ornate lead lettering, and 
monumentation that reflected prevailing architectural styles, such as Art Deco. These memorials should 
be retained in perpetuity and protected from future re-use of the site.  

• New memorialisation of existing graves should be through carefully considered additional inscription on 
the monument or by the use of a separate new tablet at the base of the existing monument or at the foot 
of the grave. The new tablets should be complementary in material to the existing headstone. .  

12. Freeling Cemetery - Refer page 70. 

• That new graves in the designated heritage rows (ie Rows I,J,K,T,U,V,W) of the Freeling Cemetery should 
be in previously unused plots. The table lists 96 plots in the historic areas of the cemetery identified as 
not ever having been used but it is noted that there can be no guarantee that there are no historic burials 
contained within the sites.  
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• Individual Interment Right Holders of grave plots should be informed of the constraints relating to the 
installation of new graves in historic areas within the Freeling Cemetery and for any memorial placed at 
that site.  It is recommended that the sites be test probed for evidence of historic burials or ground changes 
prior to approving single depth burials.   

• New graves dug beside existing graves should be excavated with care to ensure that no damage is 
caused to the structure of the existing grave through subsidence or other movement.  

• New memorials can be accommodated within the designated area, provided their design follows the 
measures set out in section 6.3 in relation to size, form, materials, finish, embellishments, and other 
elements.  

‘Heinrich’ Memorial at site V67 and 68 – Assessment of Risk – Refer page 72 

1. Construct a swale adjacent to the tall Heinrich monument located in Row V Site No. 67 and 68 at the 
Freeling Cemetery to manage stormwater runoff: 

2. Undertake quarterly inspections and measuring of the rate of tilting of the Heinrich monument; and  

3. Install a warning sign advising the public to avoid walking or standing next to the monument. 

13. Greenock Cemetery – Refer page 76 

• Retain in perpetuity the sites identified in Figure 3 as areas of historic significance.   

14. Templers Cemetery – Refer page 80 

• No new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless there is a current 

Interment Right over the site.   

Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity.15. Buchfelde Cemetery – Refer page 
82 

• No new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless there is a current 
Interment Right over the site.   

• Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity16. Loos Cemetery – Refer 
page 84 

• No new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless there is a current 
Interment Right over the site.   

• Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity17. Kangaroo Flat Cemetery 
– Refer page 87 

No new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless there is a current 
Interment Right over the site.   

Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity Structural Soundness of the Kangaroo 
Flat Cemetery Chapel Building – Refer page 89. 

1. Erect signposting at the Kangaroo Flat Cemetery property warning the public of the potential public health 
risk;  

2. 2. Secure the building to prevent access from the public, birds or other fauna; and undertake a structural 
assessment of the building. 

18. Magdala Cemetery – Refer page 90 

• No new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless there is a current 
Interment Right over the site.   

• Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity.  That Council note the following 
19. Schoenfeld Cemetery – Refer page 92 

• No new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless there is a current 
Interment Right over the site.   

• Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity.  That Council note the following   
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Light Regional Council owns and manages nine (9) public cemeteries spread across the Council area, these 
cemeteries range in capacity from primarily vacant to completely full, activity at these cemeteries vary from 
monthly interments to complete inactivity.  

McDougall and Vines Conservation and Heritage Consultants were engaged in 2004 to prepare Heritage 
Surveys over Council properties including its nine (9) cemeteries.  The recommendation from the heritage 
consultants was that Council prepare a Conservation Management Plan to assist with appropriate future 
management over the whole of the sites. 

In 2018, Grieve Gillett Andersen, Council’s Heritage Advisors, were engaged to prepare heritage reports on 
all of its nine (9) cemeteries. The scope of works to cover a description of heritage values, delineation of areas 
that are most appropriate for future burials and advice on conservation on cemetery memorials.  Also in 2018, 
Steed Surveyors, a cemetery mapping company, was engaged to carry out aerial photography survey of its 
nine (9) cemeteries and site mapping, cemetery design and survey set out for future plots for the Freeling, 
Greenock and Kapunda Cemeteries. Finalisation of both projects were completed in June 2019 to enable the 
compilation of this Cemetery Management Plan to be presented to Council at its October 2019 Infrastructure 
Committee meeting. 

Reference is also given to the Light Regional Council’s vision statement being: 
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Elements which require consideration in any future plan are to: 

• Interment of ashes (varying sizes of urns) into the ground. 

• Signposting for visitors to identify areas of the Cemetery easily 

• Segment the Cemetery into different areas. 

• Ensure all existing interment rows are fully planned and utilised. 

• Ensure all interment rows are properly identified and plots numbered. 

• Provide areas for continued traditional burials 

• Provide for memorialisation monuments 

• Provide adequate seating 

• Provide adequate shelters 

• Consider toilet facilities 

• Incorporate car parking space within the cemeteries 

• Provide a screened area for cemetery operations  

• Ensure site drainage does not impact on existing grave sites. 

• Identify when Council should commence acquiring land and planning a new cemetery. 

• Utilise plant species native to the area as an asset to any future design 

Council acknowledged that a cemetery conservation management plan was required to ensure that consistent 
and appropriate control was applied to the activities surrounding the cemeteries 

Cemeteries, as well as being places of historical and cultural significance, frequently also contain remnant 
native vegetation, much of which no longer exists in the surrounding area. 

Cemeteries provide an important service for the community including: 

• Burials in-ground; 

• Interment of ashes in: 

• Niche Walls 

• Memorial Gardens 

• Burial interment allotments 

• Visitation of graves and memorials, or the cemetery to pay respects or reflection. 

• Research by genealogists, historians and individuals; 

• Educational purposes; 

• Passive recreation; 

• Tourism; 

• Historical reflection, particularly ANZAC or Remembrance Day. 

Council, as the Cemetery Authority, administer burial and ashes interments, administer Interment Rights over 
burial allotments, wall or garden niches. 

Council regularly receives requests seeking information about our local cemeteries and the individuals buried 
there. 
 
A Cemetery is a sacred place for all races and religions. Many people, not just locals, become emotive when 
the cemetery is not maintained in a neat and tidy state and do make complaints to Council. This does not 
mean each cemetery must have manicured lawns, paved roads etc., it means a cemetery should be a safe 
environment, neat and tidy, with easy access and areas clearly defined. 

 
A management p la n describes the future purposes for which the land, buildings and improvements will 
be permitted to be used, and the purposes for which any further development of the land will be permitted. 
 

If Council had concerns or a need to take specific action regarding the conservation or damage repair 
at a cemetery, advice will be sought from the Cemeteries & Crematoria Association of South Australia 
(CCASA) or its Heritage Advisor.  Council will consider requests from the public relating to establishment of 
specific commemorative structures, e.g. significant or historical family areas, etc. on their merits at the time 
of request. 

Council’s Nine (9) Cemeteries 

This Cemetery Management Plan aims to provide an overarching policy for Council's cemetery assets in 
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addition to specific site detail as required. Council manages the following existing (9) nine cemetery sites 
identified as Local Heritage Places in the Light Regional Council Development Plan consolidated 8 December 
2016 and available on Council’s website.  

 

Property Address  Description 
and/or Extent of 

Listed Place  

Lot No. or Part 
Sec  

Plan No.  Certificate of  
Title  

Section 23(4) 
Criteria  

Heritage  

 
208 Tarlee Road 

KAPUNDA  
VG: 3155658003 

Kapunda Cemetery; The 

full extent of the cemetery 
reserve and all notable 
headstones, grave sites, 
structures and planting.  

Sec189  H160400  CT 104/74 

CT 5830/796  

a d  18010  

       

Borrow Street 
FREELING  
VG: 3150781002 

Freeling Cemetery; The 
extent of the cemetery 
reserve and all significant 
monuments and grave sites.  

S199  H160700  CT 5843/35  a d  18193  

       

Bevan Street 
GREENOCK 
VG: 3120058008 

Greenock Cemetery; The 
extent of the cemetery 
reserve and all significant 
monuments and grave sites.  

Lot 97 Lot 98 Lot 
697  

F212468 
F212468 
F173788  

CT 5555/256 CT 
5555/256 CT 5729/81  

a b d  17690  

       

1753 Two Wells 
Road near 
Buchfelde 
BUCHFELDE  

VG: 3151144005 

Buchfelde Cemetery; 
Cemetery Reserve, grave 
sites and headstones.  

888  D83633  CT 6058/534  a b d  17735  

 

1907 Two Wells 
Road near 
Buchfelde 
BUCHFELDE 
  

Loos Cemetery; 
Cemetery Reserve, grave 
sites and headstones.  

Lot 435  H174336  CT 5807/633  a b d  17835  

 

Muster Road 
corner Green 
Road, near 
Freeling 
FREELING  
 

Schoenfeld Cemetery 
The cemetery reserve, all 
headstones and 
monuments.  

Lot 91  F174487  CT 5830/968  a b d  17765  

12 Lucas Road 
KANGAROO 

FLAT  
VG: 3151383006 
 

Kangaroo Flat Church 
and Cemetery; External 

form, materials and detail 
of the church. Cemetery 
reserve, grave sites and 
headstones.  

Lot 149  F174616  CT 5834/489  a c  17705  

 

352 Roenfeldt 
Road, near 
Hamley Bridge 

MAGDALA  
VG: 3151856002 

Magdala Cemetery; 
Extent of cemetery 
reserve, grave sites and 

headstones.  

Lot 175  F174642  5783/875  a c d  17703  

 

1145 Horrocks 
Highway 
TEMPLERS  
VG: 3151692001 

Templers Cemetery 
Former Wesleyan Church 
& Cemetery; The external 
form, materials and details 
of the 1863 church 

building and associated 
graveyard.  

Lot 20  D17905  CT 5230/20  a b c  17724  

 

  



Page 10 

 

Light Regional Council – 2019 to 2025 Cemetery Management Plan – October 2019  

Legislation 

Council must comply with South Australian legislation pertaining to Cemeteries, being: 

• Burial and Cremations Act 2013 
• Burial and Cremation Regulations 2014 

Reference Source: 

1. McDougall & Vines Conservation & Heritage Consultants – Light Heritage Survey – 2004 
2. Management Plan Guidelines for SA Cemeteries - McDougall & Vines Conservation & Heritage 

Consultants – 2005 
3. Light Regional Council’s Development Plan 2016 
4. Willaston Cemetery Conservation and Management Plan – August 2015 
5. District Council of Ceduna Council, Cemetery Management Plan 2016 – 2025 
6. Heritage Advisors, Ms. Elizabeth Little, Senior Heritage Architect, Grieve Gillett Andersen - 2019 
7. Steed Surveyors, Mr John Linsell, Licensed Surveyor/Cemetery Project Manager - 2019 

Completed Projects 

From 2009 through to 2014 Light Regional Council staff completed an audit of the Council's cemeteries to 
confirm the validity of listings and to transfer older paper records into a digital format.  Council’s Cemetery 
records are contained within a Word Access Database where digital photographs taken of all headstones at 
the nine (9) cemeteries are also recorded onto the database system. 

Finalised Interment Rights (formerly known as Lease documents) and Interments (formerly referred to as 
burials or ashes interments) documentation is recorded onto Council’s Magiq Electronic Records 
Management System.  Permanent hard copy documents are retained as per State Records requirements. 

Historic Cemetery Burial and Lease Registers are retained by Council having professionally undertaken page 
scanning into an electronic format then rebound into the Register with restored spine and new hard covers. 

At June 2019 the following was completed by Grieve Gillett Andersen: (Refer Appendices 1 to 9) 
1. Heritage Assessments completed on all nine (9) cemeteries. 
2. Heritage Reports completed for all nine (9) cemeteries  

At June 2019 the following was completed by Steed Surveyors: (Refer Appendices 10 to 12) 

1. Council’s nine (9) cemeteries aerial photography survey completed. 
2. The Freeling, Greenock and Kapunda Cemeteries have site mapping, cemetery design and survey 

set out for future plots completed. 

  



Page 11 

 

Light Regional Council – 2019 to 2025 Cemetery Management Plan – October 2019  

2. AIM OF MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The objective of this plan is to not only provide concise status and a current snapshot of the nine (9) Light 
Regional Council Cemeteries as at June 2019 but to provide for improvements to their amenities for the 
benefit of the broader community and to improve Council’s ability to plan and budget for future expansion 
design and maintenance. 

 

The Cemetery management plan aims to provide Council with a strategy to: 

• Ensure cemetery management preserves and enhances the cultural and natural heritage values. 

• Ensure correct interment processes are adhered to. 

• Meet legislative requirements. 

• Maintain local history. 

• Plan and prioritise future: 

o Growth 

o Maintenance 

o Capital Improvements 

o Access to information 
 
To assist with the formulation of this Cemetery Management Plan, administration engaged the services of a 
heritage advisor to provide assessment and advice within a heritage report on each of Council’s nine (9) 
cemeteries. 
 
To coincide with this process, administration engaged the services of a licensed surveyor/cemeteries project 
manager on mapping and surveying the nine (9) cemeteries including aerial photography, cemetery design 
for future plots and survey set out for future plots. 
 
This valuable information gives clear direction to Council on its options available to formulate a comprehensive 
management plan which addresses our historical responsibilities, community expectation and options for 
future development and layout of cemetery design, but still allows scope for modifications in line with future 
burial trends and community expectation. 
 

 

One of Council’s many beautiful memorials on display  
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3. CEMETERY MANAGEMENT PLAN –CONSIDERATIONS 

The following list covers many elements relating to the management and expectations from the community 
for Council’s cemeteries.  This Cemetery Management Plan looks to address the most important issues 
currently facing the cemeteries whilst proposing future planning and improvements most needed.  It is noted 
that any future capital expenses will be subject to budget consideration and approval: 

Public facilities / access 

• User, Pedestrian and Vehicle access 

• Shelters and seats,  

• Information and Site map signposting 

• Public conveniences 

Operational Issues 

• General maintenance 

• Compliance with legislation, regulations and standards for Retention/removal of existing headstones 

• Reuse of burial sites 

• Responsibility for headstones and grave surrounds  

• Burial guidelines 

• Plot identification 

• Animal pest control and fencing 

Care of Australian War Graves and Post War Graves 

• Legislative requirements 

• Contacts and information 

Heritage value and character 

• Conservation of headstones and repair of damaged headstones 

• New commemorative structures 

• Awareness of historical and conservation principles 

• Marking unmarked graves 

Management of vegetation in and around the cemetery 

• Planning extensions using the existing trees 

• Maintenance of current landscaping 

• Management of unused areas 

• Invasive vegetation, weed and plant disease control 

Presentation 

• Proposed future garden plan or re vegetation. 

• Landscaping 

Future 

• Cemetery Closures 

• Expansion of Cemetery locations Kapunda, Freeling and Greenock 

• Layout suggestions 

• Projected life expectancy 

• Unused areas. 
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Maintenance of infrastructure 

• Roads and pathway surfaces 

• Water points 

• Storm water drainage 

• Gates and perimeter fencing, internal markers 

• Bins, seats 

• Location of stockpiles 

• Signposting 

Cemetery Management Plan Review 

• The Cemetery Management Plan should be reviewed every six (6) years.  

Budgeting 

• Propose alterations 

• Costing identified works 

• Propose budget, schedules and time lines 
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4. DESCRIPTION AND HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

4.1 KAPUNDA CEMETERY 

 

 

Location 

The Cemetery is located at 208 Tarlee Road Kapunda, situated 2kms from the main Kapunda township. 

History 

This cemetery forms one of Council’s three main public cemeteries.  

 
The first recorded burial at this cemetery on 9 November 1851 is for a Christopher Biggs who drowned at 

Light Bridge Kapunda. 

 

In 1867 the District Council of Kapunda obtained a land grant of five acres of Section 1483A (renumbering 
in 1979 to Section 189) for this cemetery, on the Kapunda-Tarlee Road. 

 

The cemetery gates, the pillars of which still remain, were erected in memory of Robert Fotheringham who 
ran a brewery outside Kapunda and was regarded as a kind and generous citizen who was also a driving 
force in the Kapunda Philharmonic Society and a dedicated volunteer at the hospital. The lettering on the 
pillars were renovated in August 2012. 

 

A mortuary chapel was erected at the central axis of the cemetery as a memorial to Mark Watts, a local 
butcher, who was remembered for keeping his spoken promises even when he suffered financially as a 
result.  The inscription “One whose word was his bond” was placed on the chapel.  Unfortunately this 
structure no longer exists, although it is visible in early photographs.  

 

In the 1970s a Niche Block was constructed in-between the current memorial garden and grassed beam 
section. By 2010 the foundations had become unstable and assessed inappropriate for future use. A process 
was undertaken whereby family members were contacted and invited to have their loved ones ashes 
removed from the Niche Block and relocated into Niche Wall No. 1 situated in the garden area with a new 
plaque donated by Council.  Once this process had been completed, the Block was dismantled giving clear 
driveway access through the central roadway (which also contains a spoon drain) running east to west of 
the Cemetery land. 
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Heritage Value 

The Kapunda Cemetery: 

• has been listed as a Local Heritage Place; 

• has been the main place of burial for local residents since its establishment in 1867.  It is a record of the 
community over time and contains notable examples of monumental masons’ work; 

• displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area as it is a continuous 

record of the district’s population since the late 1860s; 

• displays aesthetic merit design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the local area 
as it is a repository of excellent examples of monumental masons’ work.  The gateposts are also notable 
for their massive sculptural quality. 

Land 

The site consists of CT 104/74 (20,541 sq m) and CT5830/796 (3,005.9 sq m) a total of 2.35469Ha. 
 
The site contains traditional burials, a grassed lawn beam section, two (2) niche walls and a memorial garden 
section.   

 

Traditional Burial Plots 

Each Plot size is 2743 x 913.  

Each plot number consists of 3 parts ie 'a', 'b' & 'c'. ('a' being closest to Tarlee Road) 

Odd plot number burials run on left hand side of each row (except Row H) eg; J17abc, J19abc,J21abc 

Even plot number burials run on right hand side of each row eg; J18abc, J20abc, J22abc 

Plots 1 - 28 run from Tarlee Rd to Centre Roadway 

Plots 29 - 56 run from Centre Roadway to opposite boundary 

Row A is bordered by a concrete border contains 118 unmarked graves with only four (4) headstones visible. 

The majority of Row B contains mainly unmarked graves with 14 memorials including the large ‘Bennett’ and 

‘Williams’ memorials 
Row T is the last row containing traditional burials. The large quantity of rock contained in the soil makes 
grave digging in this row labour intensive and expensive.  

 

Grassed Beam Section 

Commenced use in 1990. 

Each row consists of 32 sites. 

In 2009 subterranean irrigation was placed throughout 
with the area planted with lawn and bordered with a 
concrete border. 

Plot sizes 3048 x 1219  

As at June 2019 there are only 15 available sites in the 
Grassed Beam Section. 

 

Niche Wall 1 (Columbarium 1) 

This wall is at capacity and full. 

 

Niche Wall 2 (Columbarium 2) 

As at June 2019 this wall has 45 available niches. 

The round niches in Walls 1 and 2 can only receive round containers. There is additional expense for Council 
to purchase specific sized round containers as well as the additional process of transferring the ashes from 
the original square container (as provided by a funeral director) over to the round one prior to the interment. 
Future Niche walls erected by Council should cater for the square niche containers to avoid this additional 
cost and the handling of ashes during the transfer process. 

 

Memorial Garden section 

As at June 2019 this section has 33 available sites. 
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Historical Data 

As at June 2019 the Kapunda Cemetery recorded 3940 interments dating back to 1851 and over the past 
five financial years administered the following: 

Type 2018/2019 2017/2018 2016/2017 2015/2016 2014/2015 Estimate year when 
current facilities at 

capacity 
Burials 5 9 13 5 9 2020 

Ashes into burial site 2 4 5 2 3 2020 

Ashes into Niche Wall 2 0 2 2 3 2029 
Ashes into Memorial 
Garden 

2 0 1 - - 2036 

New Interment Rights 
including Pre-Lease Sites 
for all burial/niche sites. 

12 12 12 15 16  

 

Australian War Graves 

War Dead (ie. Died during war period) 

Name Location Interment Right Expiration Date 

Arthur William Menhennett N17c 11 November 2064 

 

Recognised Post War Graves  (as at June 2019)  - Total 18 memorials 

Name Location Interment Right Expiration Date 

Ross Alexander Thomas F8a 14 October 2021 

Henry Fredrick Julius Carlson E8b Estimated 25 March 2036 

Harrold Venables E11b 10 January 2053 

Rex McGregor Walker Beam 7-50 20 May 2053 

Gordon William Bear Beam 7-37 20 October 2054 

Warren Franklyn McArdell Beam 7-34 8 February 2056 

Alfred Thomas Lee Beam 6-34 18 April 2065 

Ernest Samuel Stone Beam 8-34 13 July 2071 

Sidney Herbert Symons Beam 8-49 19 July 2064 

Gordon Andrew Pratt Beam 8-60 14 July 2070 

John Albert Burns C10a 14 June 2065 

George John Charles Hyde C17b 11 March 2075 

Clyde Russel West E9a 20 June 2071 

Anton Heinrich Welke E35c 17 March 2062 

Arthur James Marrett F2ab 25 February 2063 

Leslie Hiram Mayger P2b 19 July 2053 

Roy Roubel Harris R5a 12 May 2022 

Registers held in Records Department  

Registers Year Recorded Recorded No. 

Burials 1851 – 1919 
1919 – 2016 

1-2221 
222 - 3724 

Leases 1856 – 1919 
1919 – 2016 

1 – 263 
264 – 951 

Grass Beam Section 
Burials 

 
1977 – 2016 

 
1 – 177 

Leases 1977 – 2016 1-146 
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Duration of Interment Rights (Leases) 

Burial Sites  

May 1856 – July 1909 99 year lease (but unable to locate lease documents 

Nov 1909 – 20 July 1991 99 year lease 
21 July 1991 – 18 February 2002 70 year lease 

19 February 2002 – 15 August 2006 50 year lease 

16 August 2006 – current 50 year lease 
Cremations in Niche Wall/ Memorial Garden 

Nov 1909 – 20 July 1991 99 year lease 

21 July 1991 – 18 February 2002 70 year lease 

19 February 2002 – 15 August 2006 50 years   
16 August 2006 – 16 August 2010  30 years NOTE ANY CREMATIONS RECORDED AS BEING OVER 30 YEARS HAVE BEEN 

AMENDED TO BE 50 YEARS DUE TO THE TERM REVERTING BACK TO 50 YEARS AS PER 

COUNCIL MEETING HELD 17 AUGUST 2010. 
17 August 2010 - current 50 years 

Shelter Structures and Furniture 

Only Natural tree shelter is available around the perimeter of the cemetery. A combination of mature Native 
Pine and Old English Pines are situated along the central driveway.  

 

A free standing shelter is proposed together with signposting and seating.  A proposal for bio-waste toilet 

facilities has been deferred pending budget deliberations. 

Access and Parking 

Parking is available on the western section of the cemetery as well as access to a parking bay off the Tarlee 
Road.  This may be decreased with future expansion of the grass beam section. 
 
As the car park is constructed from earth, the road base material does become soft under foot in wet weather. 
There is no vehicle parking facilities within the cemetery precinct. 
 

Fencing and Entrance Gates 

The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 require 
that a cemetery be securely fenced at all times. 

 
Fencing which requires maintenance should be 
repaired appropriately without damage to vegetation 
and elements of the cemetery where possible. 

 

Fencing along the Tarlee Road boundary is basic 
square mesh wire fencing with top white sighter wire. 

 

The central historic pillar with wrought iron gate is kept 

locked with padlock but there is an open walk access to 
still allow foot traffic. 

 

Internal fencing surrounding the niche walls and memorial garden, whilst not aesthetically pleasing, serve a 
purpose of minimising rabbit access from destroying the roses. 

Water 

There are two water supply points in the cemetery for public use located along the central roadway. 

 
Storm water or runoff water is a problem, causing significant erosion in the main driveway during heavy 
down pours, and uncontrolled run off has resulted in grave collapses. 

Public Conveniences 

No public conveniences are available on this site, however as the cemetery is located 2kms from the 
nearest public convenience, this is to be investigated by Council. 
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Signposting 

A simple green heritage design ‘Kapunda Cemetery’ sign is located at the 
western entrance. 

Row letter markings are situated at each row. 

There is no: 

• Cemetery map available to identify the layout of the cemetery. 

• Listing of names of those buried at the cemetery. 

Rubbish Disposal and Stockpiles 

Rubbish bins are limited, there being only four (4) bins within the cemetery.  Currently these bins 
are located on the western side of the memorial garden  
Stockpiles of soil are currently positioned inside the top northern corner.  

Conservation 

Stormwater 
Erosion and damage to grave sites and pathways from flooding rains and ponding water must be monitored 

and appropriate drainage established. 
 
Spoon drains, during heavy rainfalls, are unable to cope with the strong flow of water often filling with debris 
and flooding into the cemetery grounds. 
 

Landscaping 
Care must be taken with any new landscaping to prevent the use of potentially invasive species of plants. 
The conservation of water is important and any landscaping should be water efficient.   
 
The grass beam section faces issues with the existing subterranean irrigation system as the hose lines 
are cut and reconnected with every burial.  It is proposed to renovate the lines to aboveground sprinkler 
systems positioned to take advantage of the wind directions and to ensure easier maintenance and 
water efficiency. 
 
The Memorial Garden contains; 

• a central advanced London Plane Tree,   

• assorted standard roses are planted around each niche 
wall location,   

• Candle pines located at the perimeter corners, 

• a tall Pittosporum hedge under-planted with Dietes 
Grandiflora along its southern side. 

 
Approval from Council must be obtained before any planting 
by individuals or groups. 
 

Pests and Weeds 
If invasive weeds or animal pests are found to be a 
problem in the cemetery or their surrounds, professional 
advice will be sought from in regards to appropriate 
treatment or removal. 
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4.2 FREELING CEMETERY 

 

Location: 

The Cemetery is located on Borrow Street, Freeling which runs off the Thiele Highway.  

History 

This is a large cemetery reserve with both new and old graves and this cemetery forms one of Council’s 
three main cemeteries. 

The earliest graves in the cemetery date from the 1860s, many with German inscription.  

The District Council of Nuriootpa received a grant of land of three acres for this cemetery in 1904, but 
burials had taken place well before that.   

The District Council of Freeling acquired the title in 1936. 

Heritage Value 

The Freeling Cemetery  

• has been listed as a Local Heritage Place; 

• is a continuous record of the township’s population since the 1860s, and contains notable headstones 

from all periods of the area’s history. 

Land 

The cemetery site consists of 1.478Ha and is used in a traditional manner; the area is cleared and straight 
rows identify where burials can and have occurred. Plot allocation is basic. Rows are identified by alfa lettering 
and plots are numeric with 1-26 being on the western side of the row and 27-52 being on the eastern side.  
90% of headstones face to the east (ie Thiele Highway), however this has become a safety issue as the 
distance between both sides of the rows does not allow safe pedestrian access along the centre of the row.  

 
New Row P sites have been pegged out to allow a 1 metre width walkway between the two sides of this row 
to ensure safe and easy pedestrian access, and to continue with the preferred trend of monuments being 
situated on the western end of the site facing to the east.    
 
At the commencement of 2019, approximately 85% of the land is already developed and used.  
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Council has a portion of land surrounding the cemetery titled ‘Crown Record’ which is 4.448Ha of land 
dedicated for cemetery purposes pursuant to the Crown Lands Act, 1929 by Gazette issued 17 March 1904.  
In 2018, Council applied to the Minister for Transport and Infrastructure to allocate this reserve for future 
burial expansion.   
 
Survey pegs have been placed along the southern perimeter of the reserve identifying the boundary for 
expansion.  
 
On the western edge of the Crown Record land, native vegetation had been planted out and is preserved 
by the ‘Bush for Life’ conservation group.  Within this section, the historical ‘Higgs’ memorial, surrounded by 
low wrought iron fence takes pride of place.  The recent survey of the Crown Reserve identified a further 
section along the western side, currently fenced off but un-used, which could be used to extend the existing 
‘Bush for Life’ vegetation area, thus making the whole western side of the Cemetery used for native 
vegetation plantings.   

 

Traditional Burial Plots 
Freeling Burial Section (10’ x 5’) or 3048 x 1524 

Row P has been pegged out for future interments which allows a 1 metre width footpath in-between both 
sides of the row, however the current marking pegs are slowly being covered by dirt due to traffic and trucks 
driving over them during excavation etc.  It is proposed that Council investigate other means where the 
system of pegging out rows provide a more visible solution with regard to soil movement and impact also 
taking into account durability to withstand traffic. 
As at June 2019 Row P has 22 available plots.  It is estimated that by the end of 2023 Row P will be completed. 
(Estimate based on 6 interment rights per annum). 

Niche Wall  

Constructed of red brick.   

As at June 2019 the Niche Wall has 144 available niches. 

 
With 144 niches available in the Niche Wall it is estimated that by the end of 2053 it will be full. (Estimate 
based on 4 interment rights per annum). 

Historical Data 

As at June 2019 the Freeling Cemetery recorded 1014 interments dating back to 1860 and over the past 

five financial years administered the following interments: 

Type 2018/2019 2017/2018 2016/2017 2015/2016 2014/2015 Estimate year when 
current facilities at 

capacity 

Burials 2 9 8 8 5 2023 

Ashes into burial site 1 2 3 2 0 2023 

Ashes into Niche Wall 2 1 3 2 3 2053 
New Interment Rights 
including Pre-Lease Sites 

4 5 12 10 15  

 
The first recorded burial at the Freeling Cemetery 
was for a 3 week old Alice Emily (Amely) Higgs on 
9 August 1860 buried within the Higgs’ burial site 
located in the natural bushland reserve.  
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Australian War Graves 

War Dead (ie. Died during war period) = 0 memorials 

Recognised Post War Graves  (as at June 2019)  - Total 8 memorials 
Name Location Interment Right Expiration Date 

Warwick Douglas Bockmann C18 5 November 2054 

Clive Charles Warnest C1 1 July 2055 

Gordon William James Rosie S26 6 March 2058 

Lloyd Albert Skeen C9 – Niche Wall 23 April 2065 

Eric Ronald Geister C5 – Niche Wall 27 November 2070 

Mahuta Alfred Walloscheck Q35 30 July 2085 

Dawson Wilfred Hahnisch A3 19 May 2088 

Roy Frederick Hamilton Lehmann D21 1 May 2091 

 

Registers held in Records Department  

Registers Year Recorded Recorded No. 

Burials 1872 – 2001 
1918 – 2007 
2007 - 2016 

1-821 
186-856 
857 – 918 

Leases 1918 – 2016 1A – 347 

Duration of Interment Rights (Leases) 

Burial Sites  

1887 – April 1998 99 year lease  

September 1998 – 18 February 2002 70 year lease 
19 February 2002 – current 
 

50 year lease 

Cremations in Niche Wall/ Memorial Garden 
-  April1998  99 year lease 

September 1998 – 18 February 2002 70 year lease 

19 February 2002 – 15 August 2006 50 years   
16 August 2006 – 16 August 2010  30 years NOTE ANY CREMATIONS RECORDED AS BEING OVER 30 YEARS HAVE BEEN 

AMENDED TO BE 50 YEARS DUE TO THE TERM REVERTING BACK TO 50 YEARS AS PER 

COUNCIL MEETING HELD 17 AUGUST 2010. 
17 August 2010 - current 50 years 

Monument or Grave Restrictions 

A Niche Wall was constructed of brick and 
hollow blocks many years ago. The open niches 
attract the birdlife which make the hollows their 
nesting home.  The bird dung detracts from the 
appearance of the niche wall. Improved regular 
scheduled cleaning is required to ensure it 
meets community expectation. 

 

In 2017, Council incorporated an instruction 
within its Monumental Permit Application that 
monumental masons erect new headstones 
along the centre of the rows (ie headstones to 
positioned back to back) so that families can 
read the headstones from the roadways rather 
than straddling between the monuments.  

 

Row P has been pegged out for future 
interments which allows a 1 metre footpath in 
between both sides of the row, however the current marking pegs are slowly being covered by dirt due to 
traffic and trucks driving over them during excavation etc.  
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Shelter Structures and Furniture 

• There is no shelter structure erected at this cemetery. 

• One bench seat is located near the Niche Wall. 

• Only natural shelter is available via mature established Eucalyptus Sideroxylon (ie 

Ironbark) Gumtrees in the centre of the cemetery grounds. 

Access and Parking 

Limited angle parking is available along the entrance driveway and under the central established trees.   
 
A car parking area has been created to the south/west corner of the 
cemetery.  A row of Native Franjipani has been planted to delineate this 
area.  As the car park is constructed from earth, the road base material 
does become soft under foot in wet weather. 

Fencing and Entrance Gates   

The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 require that a cemetery 
be securely fenced at all times. Fencing along the western boundary 
which requires maintenance should be repaired appropriately without 
damage to vegetation and elements of the cemetery where possible. 

Two white pillars with overhead archway with words “Freeling Est. 1860 
Cemetery” is located at the entrance of the cemetery.   

Water 

SA Mains water is connected within the cemetery grounds with two taps on site.  One is in the situated in 
the centre of the main cemetery with the other being affixed to a corner post at the south western corner 
boundary.  

 
Storm water or runoff water is a problem, causing significant erosion throughout the cemetery during heavy 
down pours, and uncontrolled run off has resulted in grave collapses.  This has been an issue identified 
contributing to the leaning of the tall ‘Heinrich’ memorial. 
 
Drainage to divert runoff water is proposed for the 2018/19 budget prior to having the pathways renovated 
with road base and gravel. 

Public Conveniences 

No public conveniences are available on this site.  A proposal for bio-waste toilet facilities has been 
deferred pending budget deliberations.  
 

Signposting 

• A simple green heritage design ‘Freeling Cemetery’ sign is located 

at the western entrance. 

• Historical archway is located at the entrance of the cemetery 

• Row letter markings are situated at each row. 

There is no: 

• Cemetery map available to identify the layout of the cemetery. 

• No listing of names of those buried at the cemetery. 

Rubbish Disposal and Stockpiles 

Rubbish bins are limited, there being only two (2) within the cemetery.   
Additional aesthetic type bins should be considered. 
 
Stockpiles of dirt and landfill require continuous monitoring to another location as this impacts the general 
aesthetics of the cemetery area. 
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Conservation 

Stormwater 
Erosion and damage to grave sites and pathways from flooding rains and ponding water must be monitored 
and appropriate drainage established. 
 

Landscaping 

The entrance is marked by an avenue of 
Sugar Gums, pollarded to create tall side 
shoots.   

Care must be taken with any new 
landscaping to prevent the use of 
potentially invasive species of plants. The 
conservation of water is important and 
any landscaping should be water 
efficient, not allowing the condition of 
graves to be threatened by excess use of 
water in that vicinity. 

In May 2017 the main entrance was 
bitumised as a continuation of the bitumen 
laid during the Borrow Street and private 
entrance road upgrade.  

The central circular garden area is located 
at the end of the gum tree driveway.  In 
October 2018 new plantings consisting a 
central Native Franjipani, surrounded by 
Rosemary, then Nandina and along the 
outer edge Seaside Daisy.  

A walkway bordered by Rosemary was 
established to join the Niche Wall to the 
main cemetery.  Various species of native 
plants create a filler effect throughout this 
garden. 

 
Four (4) Eucalyptus Sideroxylon (Iron Bark) trees offer much appreciated shade in the centre of the cemetery. 
 
A car parking areas has been created to the south/west corner of the cemetery.  A row of Native Franjipani 
has been planted to delineate this area.  As expansion occurs to the south of the cemetery this row of Native 
Franjipani will follow the roadway into the new burial section still to be created. 
 
Approval from Council must be obtained before any planting by individuals or groups. 

 

Pests and Weeds 
If invasive weeds or animal pests are found to be a problem in the cemetery or their surrounds, 

professional advice will be sought from in regards to appropriate treatment or removal. 
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4.3 GREENOCK CEMETERY 

 

Location 

The Cemetery is located on Bevan Street Greenock within the township of Greenock with vineyards adjacent 
on the west side. 

History 

This cemetery forms one of Council’s three main public cemeteries.  

It is associated with the nearby Lutheran Church. 

Heritage Value 

The Greenock Cemetery  

• has been listed as a Local Heritage Place. 

Land 

The cemetery sites on what were three urban lots within the township of Greenock. 

 

The site consists of .529Ha and is used in a traditional manner; the area is cleared and straight rows identify 
where burials can and have occurred. Plot allocation is basic, Rows are identified by Alfa Lettering and plots 
are numeric on the southern side of the central roadway whereas the northern side of the central roadway 
the rows are identified by numbers and plots also numeric.  
 
In 2016 new row markers were positioned within the cemetery so clearly identify the rows.  As the rows on 
the southern half of the cemetery are identified using Letters, the northern half of the cemetery rows are 
identified using numbers.  The row markers have enabled grave finding an easy task.  

 
New Row 14a sites have been pegged out with an allowance of a 1 metre width walkway between the rows 
14a and 14 to ensure safe and easy pedestrian access, and to continue with the preferred trend of monuments 
being situated on the western end of the site facing to the east.    

 

At the commencement of 2019, approximately 85% of the land is already developed and used. Burials are 

being interred in sites positioned inside the western fenceline where trees formerly grew but were removed a 
few years ago. 

 

When the current rows have reached capacity for burials, it is the intention of Council to utilise the land 
currently dedicated for vine growing.  Concept plans are attached as Appendix 12. 
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Historical Data 

At June 2019 this local heritage cemetery records 706 interments dating back to 1862 
 

The cemetery contains a range of headstones, but most particularly white marble and some early slate.   
The centerpiece of the cemetery is a tall marble cross on an ornate 

plinth which is a grave of members of the Seppelt family.   
 
The first formally recorded burial was in November 1865 of a person 

named Radge however the earliest headstone located at the 
cemetery is of Sophie Ronnfeldt aged 2 weeks who died 15 August 
1865.  

 
In January 1866 the Bevan family conveyed ownership of the 
cemetery to local Trustees for £5 and indicated that once Greenock 
became a Corporate Town the allotments would be transferred to the 
Corporation.  The Council apparently obtained the title to the 
cemetery in 1888 although this could not be confirmed by a title 
search.  A new Title was issued to the District Council of Freeling in 
January 1956.  In 1981 the Council added allotment 46 Bunawanda 
to the western side of the cemetery. 
 
The Greenock cemetery displays historical, economic and social themes that are of important to the local 
area as it is a continuous record of the population of the township and district since at least 1865. 
 
It represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it contains monuments and 
headstones with predominantly German inscriptions, reflecting the importance of German speaking settlers 
as pioneers of the area and their associated social customs. 
 
It displays aesthetic merit design characteristics or constructions techniques of significance to the local 
area and is an excellent repository of monumental art of the nineteenth century and contains notable 
individual monuments which are of high sculptural quality. 

 
The chart below shows the Greenock Cemetery interments recorded since 2014.  

Type 2018/2019 2017/2018 2016/2017 2015/2016 2014/2015 Estimate year 
when current 

facilities at 

capacity 

Burials 0 2 2 1 4 2026 
Ashes into burial site 0 2 - 2 1 2026 
Ashes into Niche Wall N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
New Interment Rights 
including Pre-Lease Sites 

 4 2 1 3  

Australian War Graves` 

War Dead (ie. Died during war period) = 0 memorials 

Recognised Post War Graves  (as at June 2019)  - Total 4 memorials 

Name Location Interment Right Expiration Date 

Kenneth Frank Coleman F9 Estimated March 2068 

Alexander Roy Nenke E9 21 July 2070 

Harry Norman Bockmann G7 Estimated May 2075 

Colin Charles Gormann H3 17 March 2085 

Registers held in Records Department  

Registers Year Recorded Recorded No. 

Burials 1856 – 2016 1 - 7118 

Leases 1856 – 2016 1 - 3914 
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Duration of Interment Rights (Leases) 

Burial Sites  

1866 – 1945 99 year lease 

1945 – 1956 33 year lease (recorded in lease book 

1957 – 1997 99 year lease 

1998 – 18 February 2002 70 year lease 

19 February 2002 – current 50 year lease 

192 Plaques identifies unmarked burials 

Mr Geoff Saegenschnitter, a passionate historian of the Greenock region undertook the mammoth task of 
identifying not only 192 unmarked burials, but redrew a cemetery plan allocating new site numbers – A plan 
that Council has since based its records on today. 
 
The historic registers indicated the position of burials by plotting the position in feet measurements from the 
Northern and Eastern boundaries.   
 
Geoff plotted all the burial sites using the information recorded in the historic lease register as well as utilising 
the existing headstones as guides.  Geoff also researched information from newspapers, church records, 
private family records and the Births, Deaths & Marriages to establish a list of burials in the Greenock 
Cemetery prior to 1865. 
 
In 2004, with all the information gathered, Geoff, together with the assistance of the five (5) members of the 
Greenock Village Community Association, applied for some State Government grant funding which was 
available to community groups at that time.   
 
In 2004 a grant was approved for $2k. This enabled Geoff to work with Brian Helbig of Helbig Memorials to 
start production on these small plaques you see here today.  In 2005 another grant of $2k was applied for 
and approved which enabled all 192 plaques to be made together with the production of concrete posts.   
In 2004 & 2005 a small team of Five (5) people consisting of members of the Greenock Heritage Committee 
set about installing the markers and plaques to finally give recognition to those who were otherwise 
unidentified. 

Monument or Grave Restrictions 

This cemetery has traditional burials only.   

Currently there is no niche wall or opportunity to place ashes. 

This cemetery has focused on traditional burials only all facing east (towards the Bevan Street) 

Whilst this cemetery currently does not administer many burials per annum, this community has an aging 
population and favour traditional burials rather than ashes interments, so it is forecast that burial numbers will 
increase. 

Grave sizes 

• Freeling Burial Section  (10’ x 5’) or 3048 x 1524 

Current available sites: 

• Along southern perimeter - 13 sites (Estimated completion by 2020) 

• Row 14a – 7 sites (Estimated completion by 2022)  

• Row 15a – 20 sites (estimate) (Estimated completion by 2026) 

(Estimate based on 5 interments per annum occurring within current vacant available burial sites).  

Council has land to the west consisting of a property of vineyards.  The western boundary fence has been 
removed to enable gradual extension into this land. 
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Shelter Structures and Furniture 

• The is no natural tree shelter or free standing shelter available at this cemetery 

• There is no seating through the cemetery 

• Outside the entrance of the cemetery along Bevan Street there is Two (2) Casuarina glaucatrees 
located on the left of the main entrance with two (2) Eucalyptus trees located on the right hand side  

Access and Parking 

Parking vehicles within the Cemetery is not encouraged, however as the Cemetery increases in size the 
distance required to access these areas also increases. There is sufficient space in the property for a limited 
number of parking spaces that could be accessed by the persons with a disability or persons who are aged 
or frail. 
 
Street parking is available at the entrance of the cemetery off Bevan Street and along Jackman Street. 
 
There is drive in access via the central gateway but no turning space within the current layout of the cemetery.  
Currently funeral vehicles would enter the cemetery and perform a three point turn to then exit the cemetery 
grounds. 
 
There is no vehicle parking facilities in the cemetery precinct. 

Fencing and Entrance Gates  

The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 
require that a cemetery be securely fenced at 
all times. 

 

Fencing which requires maintenance should be 
repaired appropriately without damage to 
vegetation and elements of the cemetery where 
possible. 
 
White painted concrete posts with strands of 
wire along the Bevan Street and Jackman Street 
boundaries require update and the gates have 
rusted through and are difficult to open and 
close.   
 

 

Water 

There is one mains water supply point in the cemetery for public use along Bevan Street boundary. 

 
Storm water or runoff water is a problem, causing significant erosion in the main driveway during heavy down 
pours. 

Public Conveniences 

• No public conveniences are available on this site. 

• Toilets are available at the Lutheran Church on Bevan Street or the public toilets located on the 
corner of Frederick and Koncke Streets. 

Storage 

There is no storage facility located at this site. 
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Signposting 

• A simple green heritage design ‘Greenock Cemetery’ sign is located 
at the central entranceway on Bevan Street.  

• Row letter markings are situated at each row. 

There is no: 

• Cemetery map available to identify where rows and plot numbers are. 

• There is no listing of the names of those buried at the cemetery. 

Rubbish Disposal and Stockpiles 

Rubbish bins are limited, there being only two (2) within the cemetery.   

Conservation 

Stormwater 
Erosion and damage to grave sites and pathways from flooding rains and ponding water must be monitored 

and appropriate drainage established. 
 

Landscaping 
The approach to the cemetery along Bevan Street is marked by four (4) mature pines. 
 
There are no trees or natural shelters within the cemetery itself. 
 
Care must be taken with any new landscaping to prevent the use of potentially invasive species of plants. 
The conservation of water is important and any landscaping should be water efficient, not allowing the 
condition of graves to be threatened by excess use of water in that vicinity. 
 
Approval from Council must be obtained before any planting by individuals or groups. 
 

Pests and Weeds 
If invasive weeds or animal pests are found to be a problem in the cemetery or their surrounds, 
professional advice will be sought from in regards to appropriate treatment or removal. 
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4.4 TEMPLERS CEMETERY 

 

Location: 

The Cemetery is located at 1145 Horrocks Highway Templers at the rear of the former Wesleyan Church 
now converted into a residence.   

History 

The Wesleyan Methodists built the Mt Bethel Wesleyan Jubilee Chapel c 1863. 
 
The adjoining graveyard has marked graves dating from 1863 with the most recent grave dated 1946. 
 
In 1864 John Watsford, Chairman of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, the Rev. Flockart, Superintendent of 
the Circuit, and a group of local farmers including the Chessons and the Simpsons, together with a blacksmith 
and a butcher from Gawler acquired the title to this property.  The 1908 Cyclopeadia of South Australia refers 
to the church as being in use at that date.  In 1973 it was vested in the Methodist Church (SA) Property Trust. 

Heritage Value 

This is an example of a rural Methodist church with a graveyard, the only church in the area, with church and 
graveyard dating from the 1860s. 

 

It displays historical, economic and social themes that are of importance to the local area as it was part of the 
initial settlement in this area that serviced travelers on the main road leading to the north. 

 

It represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it reflects the cooperative 
efforts of early country communities to provide for their needs. 
 

It has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a place of worship for Methodists from the 
time of construction in 1863. 

Land 

The site consists of .2036Ha and is used in a traditional manner;  
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Historical Data 

• This local heritage cemetery has 128 interments dating back to 1863 with the latest burial occurring in 
1946. 

• This cemetery has traditional burials only.  Currently there is no niche wall or opportunity to place 

ashes. 

• The Lease and Burial Register is incomplete with no records detailed between the years 1904 to1920, 
however during this period at least 18 burial interments took place with a number of new interment 
rights issued. 

• Information was obtained from the following sources: 
o Details recorded on headstones and memorials 
o Information from records of Taylor & Forgie, Gawler and H.O. Hanisch Freling. 

• Fortunately, there are a large number of graves marked with headstones, however there are a number 

of graves with fences but with no headstones. 

• Information was recorded by the Templers Methodist Church on 17th February 1975 with a copy 
forwarded to Council.  All records are entered on the Cemetery database with a plan drawn showing 
location of sites. 

• This cemetery was recently impacted by the Pinery fire in 2015.  As the existing western boundary 
fencing was burnt and removed, surveying the boundary was recently carried out with the new fencing 
erected along the new boundary line. 

• There are 13 unmarked graves It is recommended that Council arrange small markers to be placed at 

those sites to identify the names of those buried there. 

• There are 30 recorded burials where the burial location is unknown.  For this reason any vacant areas 
with this cemetery is to remain as is.   

• Ground Penetrating Radar survey is requested to assist in identifying the location of unmarked graves 

prior to markers being placed at sites. Estimated cost $8,500 for this process. 

Australian War Graves 

War Dead (ie. Died during war period) = 0 memorials 

Recognised Post War Graves  (as at June 2019)  - 0 memorials 
 

Registers held in Records Department  

Registers Year Recorded Recorded No. 

Burials 1865 – 1941  

Leases 1866 – 1932 1 - 47 

Monument or Grave Restrictions 

• This cemetery has traditional burials only.   

• Currently there is no niche wall or opportunity to place ashes. 

• This cemetery has focused on traditional burials only all facing east. 

• It is proposed that if this cemetery is to be used for future burials then Council undergo land acquisition 
of the adjoining property and utilise the public road as the new access into the cemetery.  (Refer plan 
attached). 

Shelter Structures and Furniture 

• Minimal natural tree shelter is available  

• There is no seating or free standing shelter available at this cemetery 

Access and Parking 

Parking vehicles within the Cemetery is not encouraged as there is little available space to maneuver 
vehicles. 

 
As the cemetery is set back from the Horrocks Highway, limited parking is only available along the 
entrance driveway outside the cemetery grounds. 

 
If the land acquisition is approved, access to the cemetery will be redirected via the current private road 
entrance next door to the existing cemetery entrance driveway where parking can be achieved on site. 
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Fencing and Entrance Gates 

• The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 require that a cemetery be securely fenced at all 
times. 

 

• New post and wire fencing was erected in 2017 after boundary surveys were carried out in 2016. At 
this time the boundary was re-aligned which resulted in the far western graves being situated outside 
the boundary markers.  Management instructed the western fenceline be erected as per the 
previously existing fenceline to ensure those burials were contained within the cemetery grounds.  It 
is proposed that management will see for acquisition of land of property situated to the west of this 
cemetery to allow for future use of the cemetery. 

Water 

No mains water taps are provided on site but SA mains water runs along the Horrocks Highway in front of 
the main access to this property. 

Public Conveniences 

No public conveniences are required at this site. 

Signposting 

There is no: 

• Cemetery map available to identify where rows and plot numbers are. 

• No listing to identify the names of those buried at the cemetery. 
 

Rubbish Disposal and Stockpiles 

There are no rubbish bins or stockpiles at this cemetery. 

Conservation 

Stormwater 
Erosion and damage to grave sites and pathways from flooding rains and ponding water must be monitored 

and appropriate drainage established. 
 

Landscaping 
Several old gum trees were burnt from the Piney Fire which resulted in their removal.  Young plant species 
were planted out along the eastern and northern perimeter fenceline. 
 
An impressive Socialis (Red Mallee) tree, impacted but still surviving the Pinery Fire damage stands near the 
western fenceline.  This tree is estimated to be approximately 400 years old and this specie of tree is quite 
significant to the local area. 
 
Care must be taken with any new landscaping to prevent the use of potentially invasive species of plants. 
The conservation of water is important and any landscaping should be water efficient, not allowing the 
condition of graves to be threatened by excess use of water in that vicinity. 
 
Approval from Council must be obtained before any planting by individuals or groups. 
 

Pests and Weeds 
If invasive weeds or animal pests are found to be a problem in the cemetery or their surrounds, 
professional advice will be sought from in regards to appropriate treatment or removal. 
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4.5 BUCHFELDE CEMETERY 

 
 

Location: 

The Cemetery is located at 1753 Two Wells Road Buchfelde. 

History 

A small cemetery with some graves from the 1890s of the Winckel family associated with early settlers in 
the district of Buchfelde.  A family monument has been erected by the descendants in August 2000.   

 

There are a number of remaining graves, some in derelict condition.  One interesting pine cross dating 
from the 1870s (John Odewahn), March 5th 1831 – December 12th 1876.  Some graves are no longer 
marked in the cemetery but it would also seem that some sections were not used. 

There is also an interesting filigreed iron Gothic style cross dated 1865.  

 

Buchfelde is an area settled by a group of German intellectuals from Berlin.  Amongst them was Friedrich 
bis Winckel, a notable botanist.  He acquired the Buchfelde estate from Richard Schomburgk in about 
1867 and followed agricultural pursuits, became a vigneron and made award winning wines. He was a 
member of the Central Board of Main Roads, Chairman of the Mudla Wirra District Council, Justice of the 
Peace, held other public offices and was a member of local organisations. 

 

In 1856 four members of the Roediger family acquired section 32.  In 1882 Johann Franz Edward Roediger 
transferred part of Section 32 to Rev. Carl August Roediger, a Lutheran minister, Johan Franz Roediger 
and Johann Gottfried Roediger presumably as trustees of the cemetery.  

 

Five members of the Roediger family were appointed trustees for this cemetery in 1897.  Other trustees, 
including Methodist Minister Charles Perry of Fullarton (1930), were appointed over time but in 1973 the 
Methodist Church (SA) Property Trust took over.  In 1977 The District Council of Mudla Wirra became 
responsible for the cemetery.  
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Heritage Value 

The Buchfelde Cemetery: 

• has been listed as a Local Heritage Place. 

• is evidence of the significant group of German settlers in the immediate area during the 1850s, and is 

indicative of the development of close-knit groups of initial settlers in this area, in both physical and 
social terms. 

• displays historical, economic or social themes that are of important to the local area as it indicates the 
establishment of German Lutheran settlements in the Light region. 

• represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it is evidence of a typically 
close-knit Lutheran settlement in the area. 

• displays aesthetic merit of significance to the local area as it retains a number of notable examples of 

early grave headstones. 

• Ground Penetrating Radar survey is requested to assist in identifying the location of unmarked graves 
prior to markers being placed at sites. Estimated cost $9,600 for this process. 

Land 

The site consists of 7.809 Ha.  Only a small portion of this land is utilised for traditional cemetery purposes.  

 
Council is to identify if this Cemetery is to be reinvigorated for future use and consider what future plans are 
to be proposed for the remainder of the land (ie sell off due to its location on the Northern Expressway). 

There are four unidentified staggered rows of graves all facing East. 

Historical Data 

• This local heritage cemetery has 47 interments dating back to 1853. 

• In the 2016/2017 year one (1) set of ashes was interred into an existing burial site. 

• There are 11 unknown burials (where grave borders or concrete slabs exist) where Council is unable 
to identify the details of those buried. 

 

Australian War Graves 

War Dead (ie. Died during war period) = 0 memorials 

Recognised Post War Graves  (as at June 2019)  - 0 memorials 
 

Registers held in Records Department  

Council records correspondence received by Mr E.F. Winckel who was the sole survivor of the Cemetery 
Committee of Management requesting that the District Council of Mudla Wirra take over responsibility of 
the cemetery whereby it provided to that Council the records of those buried in the cemetery.  

 

A ground plan of Cemetery Section 34A Gawler River “Taken over by the Council from Trustees as per 
minute June 13th 1932. Original Trust Deed deposited with Rudall & Rudall Gawler.  No record of burials 
have been kept.  Ground plan shows family allotments granted by trustees prior to the Council taking over 
the management.  Allotments marked unknown are occupied”.  

 

No Burial or Lease Registers are held by Council.  

Monument or Grave Restrictions 

▪ This cemetery has traditional burials only.   
▪ Currently there is no niche wall or opportunity to place ashes. 
▪ This cemetery has focused on traditional burials only all facing east. 

 
Council has not allocated further traditional burial sites for new burials. 

Shelter Structures and Furniture 

There is minimal natural shelter at this cemetery and no seating or furniture on site. 
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Access and Parking 

Parking vehicles within the Cemetery is not encouraged, however there is sufficient space in the property 
for a limited number of parking spaces that could be accessed by the persons with a disability or persons 
who are aged or frail. 

 
Off road parking is available along Two Wells Road. 

Fencing and Entrance Gates 

The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 require that a cemetery be securely fenced at all times. 

 

The front boundary fenceline is in need of replacement.  As the concrete posts are still quite serviceable and 
upright, it is proposed that new wire be strung along this section.  The front double gate is still serviceable but 
it requires a proper latch to maintain security. 

 

The Eastern boundary fenceline is still serviceable where the iron railway posts retain its upright position. 

The Western boundary fenceline has a very good post and wire fenceline. 

 
Fencing which requires maintenance should be repaired appropriately without damage to vegetation and 
elements of the cemetery where possible. 

Water 

No mains water taps are provided on site but SA mains water runs along Two Wells Road in front of this 
property. 

Public Conveniences 

No public conveniences are required at this site. 

Signposting 

There is no: 

• Cemetery map available to identify where rows and plot numbers are. 

• No list of names containing those buried at the cemetery. 

Rubbish Disposal and Stockpiles 

There are no rubbish bins or stockpiles located at this cemetery. 

Conservation 

Stormwater 
Erosion and damage to grave sites and pathways from flooding rains and ponding water must be monitored 
and appropriate drainage established. 
 

Landscaping 
There is a central strand of gum trees at this cemetery with four pepper trees situated on the western 
boundary.  Old gums are situated along the eastern and front boundary. 
 
Care must be taken with any new landscaping to prevent the use of potentially invasive species of plants. 
The conservation of water is important and any landscaping should be water efficient, not allowing the 
condition of graves to be threatened by excess use of water in that vicinity. 
 
Approval from Council must be obtained before any planting by individuals or groups. 
 

Pests and Weeds 
If invasive weeds or animal pests are found to be a problem in the cemetery or their surrounds, 
professional advice will be sought from in regards to appropriate treatment or removal.  
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4.6 LOOS CEMETERY 

 

 
 
 
 

Location: 

The Cemetery is located 1907 Two Wells Road, Buchfelde 
SA 5118 

History 

This cemetery is associated with the St Paul’s Church, 
now demolished which was located on this site.  It served 
as an Independent Lutheran Church from 1863 to 1949, 
and as a Methodist Church from 1949 to 1975.  Its 
existence is marked by a stone cairn at the entrance to 
the cemetery on Two Wells Road.   

 

The Cemetery retains a number of graves dating from the 
1870s mostly white marble headstones, obelisks and 
crosses.  There is one early slate headstone from 1870 
and a number of children’s graves.  Many of the 
headstones are inscribed in German.  The cemetery 
contains the grave of Pastor Julius Roediger, (of nearby 
‘Riverside’) who died in 1897, and after whom the 
Roediger Memorial Methodist Church was named (known 
as St Paul’s).  There is no evidence now of the Church.  
The most recent grave in the cemetery is also a member 
of the Roediger family who died in 1935.  

Heritage Value 

The Loos Cemetery 

• is listed as a Local Heritage Place; 

• is the only remaining relic of the Independent Lutheran community of St Paul’s Church, and is indicative 
of the close-knit groups of initial settlers in this area, in both physical and social terms; 

• displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area as it indicates the 
establishment of German Lutheran settlements in the Light Region; 

• represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it is evidence of a typically 

close-knit Lutheran settlement in the area.; 

• displays aesthetic merit of significance to the local area as it retains a number of notable examples of 
early grave headstones. 
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Land 

The site consists of .1574Ha.  Only a small portion of this land is utilised for traditional cemetery purposes 
consisting of four rows of burials all facing East.  

 
Council is to identify if this Cemetery is to be reinvigorated for future use. 

Historical Data 

• This local heritage cemetery has 54 interments dating back to 1867 staggered over 4 rows all facing East. 

• The latest burial occurred in 2001. 

• There are 5 unmarked graves.  It is recommended that Council arrange small markers to be placed at 

those sites to identify the names of those buried there. 

• Ground Penetrating Radar survey is requested to assist in identifying the location of unmarked graves 
prior to markers being placed at sites. Estimated cost $9,600 for this process. 

Australian War Graves 

War Dead (ie. Died during war period) = 0 memorials 

Recognised Post War Graves  (as at June 2019)  - 0 memorials 
 

Registers held in Records Department  

Registers Year Recorded Recorded No. 

Burials 1867 – 2001  

 

Monument or Grave Restrictions 

▪ This cemetery has traditional burials only.   
▪ Currently there is no niche wall or opportunity to place ashes. 
▪ This cemetery has focused on traditional burials only all facing east. 

Council has not allocated further traditional burial sites for new burials. 

Shelter Structures and Furniture 

There is minimal natural shelter at this cemetery and no seating or furniture on site. 

Access and Parking 

Parking vehicles within the Cemetery is not encouraged, however there is sufficient space in the property 
for a limited number of parking spaces that could be accessed by the persons with a disability or persons 
who are aged or frail. 
 
Off road parking is available along Two Wells Road. 

Fencing and Entrance Gates 

The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 require that a cemetery be securely fenced at all times. 

 
Fencing which requires maintenance should be repaired appropriately without damage to vegetation and 
elements of the cemetery where possible. 
 
The front tube fence and mesh fencing with pedestrian access is of good condition 
There is currently no fencing along the western boundary for a length of approximately 150 metres.  This is 
proposed for year 6 of the budget.  
 
The remaining perimeter fencing is post and wire fencing which is still serviceable but will require assessment 
in future years. 

Water 

No mains water taps are provided on site but SA mains water runs along Two Wells Road in front of this 
property. 
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Public Conveniences 

No public conveniences are required at this site. 

Signposting 

There is no: 

• Cemetery map available to identify where rows and plot numbers are. 

• No listing of names of those buried at the cemetery. 

Rubbish Disposal and Stockpiles 

There are no rubbish bins placed at this site or stockpiles of soil for future use. 

Conservation 

Stormwater 
Erosion and damage to grave sites and pathways from flooding rains and ponding water must be monitored 

and appropriate drainage established. 
 

Landscaping 
The inside front boundary is shaded by 5 old gum trees. 
 
Care must be taken with any new landscaping to prevent the use of potentially invasive species of plants. 
The conservation of water is important and any landscaping should be water efficient, not allowing the 
condition of graves to be threatened by excess use of water in that vicinity. 
 
Approval from Council must be obtained before any planting by individuals or groups. 
 

Pests and Weeds 
If invasive weeds or animal pests are found to be a problem in the cemetery or their surrounds, 
professional advice will be sought from in regards to appropriate treatment or removal. 
 

 

  

 

 

General view of Loos Cemetery 
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4.7 KANGAROO FLAT CEMETERY 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Location: 

The Cemetery is located on a triangular piece of land at 12 Lucas Road Kangaroo Flat. 

History 

A simple gable ended hall structure used as a Methodist Church from 1910 to 1966 (according to the 
plaque at the entrance).  The church is constructed of random stone which has been rendered.  The 
building is in poor condition with rising damp, site vandalism and termite damage.  Doors and windows 
have been removed. 

 

At the rear of the church is a small cemetery containing graves from the 1870s and 1880s of various 
pioneering families including Hogben, Haden, Nottle, Oates, Leak and Fairlie.  Most graves have been re-
topped with concrete and are showing signs of subsidence.  The church itself is surrounded by mature 
pines with some eucalypts. 

 

In 1869 the cemetery portion of Section 413 Hd. Mudla Wirra was divided from the remainder of the 
Section owned by Richard Ebsary.  From that time Richard Adise, Richard Ebsary, Thomas Harris, 
Richard Nottle James Common, John Patterson and Thomas Best held the title of the cemetery land.  The 
church was built in 1910.  The land was transferred to new Trustees connected with the Methodist Church 
at Gawler in 1961 and to the District Council of Mudla Wirra in 1967. 
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Heritage Value 

The Kangaroo Flat Methodist Church and Cemetery 

• is a local heritage place; 

• indicates the important of Methodism in the farming community of the area from the 1860s; 

• displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area as it reflects the composition 
of the population at the time of the establishment of the cemetery in the 1960s. 

 
It has played an important part in the lives of local residents as it has served as a place of worship and burial 
for Methodists in the district. The church currently does not have any windows or doors allowing free and 
unrestricted access by the public and all fauna, the church currently has a serious infestation of pigeons that 
are inhabiting the roof space and rafters in the dwelling. 

There is a large quantity of pigeon excrement on the floor of the church, pigeons are typically disease carrying 
birds and the infestation at the church may  result in bird mites inhabiting the roosting space . There is also a 
significant odour issues at the church. 

Land 

The triangular cemetery site is contained within an internal boundary fence line albeit run-down 
consisting of .1831Ha. 

Historical Data 

• This local heritage cemetery has 27 interments dating back to 1885. 

• Formerly a church cemetery it was handed over to the District Council of Light in early 1970 as the 
controlling authority and responsible for future maintenance. 

• As no records were handed over to Council at the time the Cemetery was conveyed, General Manager 
Governance, Mr Richard Michael, prepared a plan of the cemetery in August 2011 based on the 
existing headstone information.  

• This cemetery has traditional burials only.  Currently there is no niche wall or opportunity to place 

ashes. 

• This cemetery has focused on traditional burials only  

• The latest burial occurred in 2008. 

• There are 2 unknown burials (where grave borders or concrete slabs exist) but where Council is unable 

to identify the details of those buried in these locations. 

• Ground Penetrating Radar survey is requested to assist in identifying the location of unmarked graves 
prior to markers being placed at sites. Estimated cost $7,300 for this process. 

• This cemetery contains the structure of an old church whilst in solid construction is not utilised as part 

of the cemetery. 

Australian War Graves 

War Dead (ie. Died during war period) = 0 memorials 

Recognised Post War Graves  (as at June 2019)  - 0 memorials 
 

Registers held in Records Department  

• No records were handed over to Council at the time the Cemetery was conveyed, refer site plan and 
database for information.  

Monument or Grave Restrictions 

• This cemetery has traditional burials only.   

• Currently there is no niche wall or opportunity to place ashes. 

• This cemetery has focused on traditional burials only all facing east. 

Council has not allocated further traditional burial sites for new burials. 

Shelter Structures and Furniture 

• Apart from old pine and gum trees positioned around the perimeter of this site, there is 
no shelter or seating available at this cemetery.  

• The chapel building is in disrepair with investigations underway to establish it as a site 
risk and the future of this building. 
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Access and Parking 

Parking vehicles within the Cemetery is not encouraged, however there is sufficient space in the property 
for a limited number of parking spaces that could be accessed by the persons with a disability or persons 
who are aged or frail. 

 
Off road parking is available at Lucas and Hogben Roads intersection.  

Fencing and Entrance Gates 

• The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 require that a cemetery be securely fenced at all 
times. 

• The northern and southern boundary fences are unstable and in need of replacement.  It is intended 
that the wiring for these two fencelines be replaced.  The existing concrete posts can be re-used as 
they appear in reasonable condition.  

• Simple post and wire fencing which requires maintenance should be replaced without damage to 

vegetation and elements of the cemetery where possible. 

• The pedestrian entrance gates at the Lucas and Hogben Roads corner are quite unique and are the 
best option for visitor access.  As they provide an inviting entrance to this cemetery, it is proposed that 
these existing gates be renovated and refastened to the posts so that they open and close correctly.   

• Provision of a double gateway off Lucas Road will allow for Council maintenance vehicle access.   

Water 

No water was located at this site, however mains water runs along both Lucas and Hogben Roads if future 
connection is required. 

Public Conveniences 

No public conveniences are required at this site. 

Signposting 

There is no: 

• Cemetery map available to identify where rows and plot numbers are. 

• Plots numbering. 

Rubbish Disposal and Stockpiles 

There are no rubbish bins or stockpiles at this cemetery. 

Conservation 

Stormwater 
Erosion and damage to grave sites and pathways from flooding rains and ponding water must be monitored 
and appropriate drainage established. 
 

Landscaping 
Care must be taken with any new landscaping to prevent the use of potentially invasive species of plants. 
The conservation of water is important and any landscaping should be water efficient, not allowing the 
condition of graves to be threatened by excess use of water in that vicinity. 
 
Along the western boundary are Eucalyptus Largiflorens (Black Box).  Natural plantings of Enchylaena 
Tomentosa (Yellow Bush Tucker) are growing throughout the cemetery and should not be weed spayed if 
possible. 
 
Approval from Council must be obtained before any planting by individuals or groups. 
 

Pests and Weeds 
If invasive weeds or animal pests are found to be a problem in the cemetery or their surrounds, 

professional advice will be sought from in regards to appropriate treatment or removal.  
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4.8 MAGDALA CEMETERY 

 

 

Location: 

The Cemetery is located at 353 Roennfeldt Road Magdala. 

History 

In 1872 Hermann Klau, August Noll, August Siebert, Carl Ossig 
and William Tamblyn, all farmers from Pinkerton Plains, were 
the first trustees of the cemetery.  The early Lutheran settlers 
also built a church at Magdala but a reorganization of the 
congregation resulted in services being held in the Methodist 
Church building in Wasleys until a Lutheran church was built 
there in 1906.  By 1973 a small cemetery is all that remain of 
the Magdala Church.  The District Council of Mudla Wirra North 
took over the title in 1914. 

 

Early gravestones include some from the Wedding, Raneberg, 
Siebert, Kruger, Lenz and Roenfeldt families.  Most of the 
gravestones are inscribed in German. 

Heritage Value 

The Magdala Cemetery  

• is a local heritage place; 

• is the only remaining relic of the substantial community in this immediate location, and is indicative of the 

close-knit groups of initial settlers in this area, in both physical and social terms; 

• displays historical and social themes that are of importance to the local area as it indicates the 
establishment of German Lutheran settlements in the Light region; 

• represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it is the remains of a typically 
close-knit Lutheran settlement in the area, which also contained houses, school/church and cemetery; 

• displays aesthetic merit and design characteristics of significance to the local area as it retains a large 

number of headstones of fine design and inscribed in German. 

Land 

The .2099 Ha cemetery reserve is set back from the corner of the intersection of Roennfeldt and Owen 
Roads. 

 

It was framed by old pine trees which most were removed after the 2015 Pinery Fire burnt through 
those trees and causing damage to 3 historic memorials.   
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Historical Data 

• This local heritage cemetery has 44 interments dating back to 1889.  

• This cemetery has traditional burials only and has received basic maintenance over the years.  

• The latest burial occurred in 2013. 

• Currently there is no niche wall or opportunity to place ashes. 

• This cemetery has focused on traditional burials only with two rows facing East with one row consisting 

of child graves facing North. 

• Council placed 23 previously unmarked graves with simple plaques to identify those buried in that 
location. These sites mainly consist of young child graves. 

• This cemetery was impacted by the Pinery fire in 2015 whereby the existing old post and wire fencing 

and boundary pine trees were removed.   

• In 2016 the boundary was surveyed which resulted in new fences being erected along the revised 
boundary line with trees planted around the inside perimeter fencing. 

This cemetery has received renewed interest from the community and efforts are being made to re-invigorate 
this small cemetery to potentially make it available to the local community for future burials.   

Australian War Graves 

War Dead (ie. Died during war period) = 0 memorials 

Recognised Post War Graves  (as at June 2019)  - 0 memorials 
 

Registers held in Records Department  

Registers Year Recorded Recorded No. 

Burials 1908 – 2013 1 – 50 

Leases 1924 – 2013 1 – 10 

 

Monument or Grave Restrictions 

• This cemetery has traditional burials only.   

• Currently there is no niche wall or opportunity to place ashes. 

• This cemetery has focused on traditional burials only all facing east. 

Council has pegged out a few sites as an extension of the existing east facing rows as future traditional burial 
sites. 

Shelter Structures and Furniture 

• Minimal natural tree shelter is available  

• There is no seating or free standing shelter available at this cemetery 

Access and Parking 

Parking vehicles within the Cemetery is not encouraged, however there is sufficient space in the property 
for a limited number of parking spaces that could be accessed by the persons with a disability or persons 
who are aged or frail. 
 
Off road parking is available on Roennfeldt Road.  

Fencing and Entrance Gates 

• The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 require that a cemetery be securely fenced at all 
times. 

 

• New post and wire fencing was erected in 2017 after boundary surveys were carried out in 2016.  

New galvanized fencing was erected on the eastern side adjacent to the residential neighbor. 

Water 

No mains water taps are provided on site but SA mains water runs along Roennfeldt Road in front of this 
property. 
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Public Conveniences 

No public conveniences are required at this site. 
 

Signposting 

There is no: 

• Cemetery map available to identify where rows and plot numbers are. 

• There is no listing of names of those buried at this cemetery. 

Rubbish Disposal and Stockpiles 

There are no bins for rubbish disposal currently positioned at this cemetery.  There are no stockpiles on site. 

Conservation 

Stormwater 
Erosion and damage to grave sites and pathways from flooding rains and ponding water must be monitored 

and appropriate drainage established. 
 

Landscaping 
12 large tall pine trees are all that survived the impact of the Pinery Fire where all other pine trees were burnt 
and removed due to safety risk.  Two small gums are regenerating from the Pinery Fire setback are situated 
to the south east corner of the cemetery.  Since the removal of the pine trees impacted by the fire were 
removed, it has now been identified that there are two of the remaining 12 pine trees which have become 
unstable and require removal. 
 
Planting of native tubestock occurred in 2017 along the inside eastern and northern boundary 
 
Care must be taken with any new landscaping to prevent the use of potentially invasive species of plants. 
The conservation of water is important and any landscaping should be water efficient, not allowing the 
condition of graves to be threatened by excess use of water in that vicinity. 
 
Approval from Council must be obtained before any planting by individuals or groups. 
 

Pests and Weeds 
If invasive weeds or animal pests are found to be a problem in the cemetery or their surrounds, 
professional advice will be sought from in regards to appropriate treatment or removal. 
 
 

 
Cemetery view showing newly placed name plaques on previously unmarked burials - March 2019 
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4.9 SCHOENFELD CEMETERY 

 

 
 
 

Location: 

The Cemetery is located on the corner of Green and Muster Roads near Freeling township. 

History 

An early cemetery which is well overgrown with natives and introduced species such as irises and aloes.  
It retains a number of early graves with mostly slate headstones, which are delaminating and in poor 
condition.  The majority of headstones inscriptions are in German.  Many of the graves are unmarked 
and covered in vegetation.  The visible graves date from the 1860s onwards.  The cemetery reserve 
sites at the corner of the adjacent Schoenfeld Farm complex.  

 

Originally there was a church and school at Schoenfeld but the congregation moved to Daveyston to 
worship and the cemetery is all that remains.  The original land was taken up by Johann Andreas Flugge 
and the title transferred to Flugge, Gottfried Heinrich and Johann Mangelsdorf, all local farms, in 1864, 
presumably as Trustees or Church Officers.  Some of the Trustees changed in 1873, and after the death 
of the last Trustee, Friedrich Havelberg, in 1922, the property was transferred to the District Council of 
Freeling in 1927.   

 

Heritage Value 

The Schoenfeld Cemetery  

• is a local heritage place; 

• is the only remaining relic of the substantial community of settlers, and is indicative of the close-knit 
groups of initial settlers in this area, in both physical and social terms; 

• displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the local area as it indicates the 

establishment of German Lutheran settlements in the Light region; 

• represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it is the remains of a typically 
close-knit Lutheran settlement in the area, which contained houses, church and cemetery; 

• displays aesthetic merit design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to the local area 
as it contains significant examples of slate headstones with German inscriptions and intricate carved 
decoration. 

Land 

The cemetery takes up a portion of the large parcel of land 3151968004 however the cemetery is contained 
within an internal boundary fence line albeit run-down. 
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Historical Data 

• This local heritage cemetery has 101 interments dating back to 1863 with the latest burial occurring in 
1937. 

• This cemetery has traditional burials only and will be preserved for historic purposes only.  

• No new burials are proposed for this site. 

• This cemetery has focused on traditional burials only with some headstones consisting of historic 
German inscriptions. 

• Ground Penetrating Radar survey is requested to assist in identifying the location of unmarked graves 

prior to markers being placed at sites. Estimated cost $7,300 for this process. 

Australian War Graves 

War Dead (ie. Died during war period) = 0 memorials 

Recognised Post War Graves  (as at June 2019)  - 0 memorials 
 

Registers held in Records Department  

Registers Year Recorded Recorded No. 

Burials 1863 – 1937 1 – 101 

Leases 1864 – 1937 1 - 40 

Monument or Grave Restrictions 

• This cemetery has traditional burials only.   

• Currently there is no niche wall or opportunity to place ashes. 

• This cemetery has focused on traditional burials only all facing east. 

Council has not allocated further traditional burial sites for new burials. 

Shelter Structures and Furniture 

• Whilst there is considerable boundary shrubbery and trees, there is minimal natural shelter at this 
cemetery until future management has been undertaken to clear away fallen tree and bush branches 
etc.   

• There is no seating or furniture on site. 

Access and Parking 

• There is no vehicle parking facilities in the cemetery precinct. 

• Off road parking is available along Green and Muster Road  

Fencing and Entrance Gates 

• The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 require that a cemetery be securely fenced at all 

times. 

• Currently there is no fencing, albeit the decayed remnants of wooden fence posts are be detected 
at various positions along the north eastern boundary.  It is proposed that new post and wire fencing 
to be erected at this site once the bulk of the vegetation has been cleared.   

• The inclusion of a pedestrian entrance gate would be the best option for visitor access  

• Fencing which requires maintenance should be replaced without damage to vegetation and 

elements of the cemetery where possible. 

Water 

No mains water taps are provided on site as this cemetery is surrounded by mainly rural properties.  The 
nearest SA mains line is situated 1.163kms to Stockport Road via Muster Road.  

Public Conveniences 

No public conveniences are required at this site. 
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Signposting 

There is no: 

• Cemetery map available to identify where rows and plot numbers are. 

• Plots numbering. 

Rubbish Disposal and Stockpiles 

There are no rubbish bins or stockpiles at this site. 

Conservation 

Stormwater 
Erosion and damage to grave sites and pathways from flooding rains and ponding water must be monitored 
and appropriate drainage established. 
 

Landscaping 
This cemetery contains exotic native species specific to the area and is currently undergoing a selective weed 
spray process to eradicate large invasive agave plants which had overrun the site.   

 
Approval from Council must be obtained before any planting by individuals or groups. 
 

Pests and Weeds 
Once the weeds and tree branches have been removed, it will be easier to identify the locations of unmarked 
sites, currently camouflaged by vegetation. 

If invasive weeds or animal pests are found to be a problem in the cemetery or their surrounds, 
professional advice will be sought from in regards to appropriate treatment or removal. 
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5. GENERAL MANAGEMENT  

5.1 EXPIRED INTERMENT RIGHTS 

There is a percentage of unmarked sites which contain burials with either expired Interment Rights or the 
burials have been interred for over 100 years with no Interment Right (historically referred to as a Lease) 
over those sites.  These sites either contain memorials or were never used therefore remaining as be 
unmarked bare sites. 

 

As at June 2019 here is the number of recorded but expired Interment Rights for sites within areas described 

as a ‘designated area’: 

• Kapunda Cemetery - 273 

• Freeling Cemetery - 134 

• Greenock Cemetery - 124 

 

As at June 2019 here is the number of historic burials where Interment Rights were not recorded within the 

cemetery’s ‘designated area’: 

• Magdala Cemetery - 43 

• Templers Cemetery - 128 

• Schoenfeld Cemetery - 101 

• Buchfelde Cemetery - 47 

• Loos Cemetery - 54 

• Kangaroo Flat Cemetery 27 

 

Reference is provided in the Heritage Reports for designated areas at each individual cemetery.   

 
Council will attempt to acquire / allocate additional land when the current facility reaches 80% full, rather 
than re-use existing graves where records indicate burials. 
 
Recommendations: 

1. Any existing memorials located within the ‘designated areas’ outlined in the 2019 Grieve Gillett 
Heritage Advisor Cemetery Reports at Council’s Kapunda, Freeling, Greenock, Magdala, Loos, 
Buchfelde, Kangaroo Flat, Templers and Schoenfeld Cemeteries to be retained in perpetuity as 
Local Heritage in value; and  

2. On expiration of an interment right, any sites displaying the Australian Armed Forces emblem 
be referred to the Office of War Graves to determine the most appropriate action. 

 
 

5.2 FEES AND CHARGES 

Cemetery fees and charges are reviewed annually and adopted by Council at the end of each financial 
year. 
 

Factors for estimating burial charges include: 
• Customer Action Team – resources allocation 

• Trailer and Equipment usage and time allocation 

• Shoring Equipment –transport and preparation 

• Sub-Contractor for digging – contracted fee 

• Administration including attendance at committal. 

• Comparison prices to neighbouring cemeteries 

• CPI 

• Depreciation 

• Full Cost Attribution 
 

Factors for estimating interment right charges 
(term of 50 years) 
• Capital Expenditure ie Concrete beam or Niche wall 

• SA Water charge 

• Comparison prices to neighbouring cemeteries 

• General maintenance, mowine and weed spraying 
allocation 

• CPI 

• Depreciation 
• Full Cost Attribution 
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5.3 RUBBISH 

Receptacles for the collection of rubbish are positioned in suitable areas for access and discreteness to 
avoid intruding on gravesites. Generally, rubbish collection receptacles are located outside the perimeter 
of the cemetery. The collection of rubbish is undertaken regularly to avoid unsightly buildup of waste. 

 
Section 26 of the Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 allows for Council to remove unattached 
ornaments, empty flower containers, broken masonry, decayed or broken wreath or dead flowers.  The 
Regulations also allow for the pruning, cutting down or removal of any plant on an interment site in a 
cemetery that is unsightly or overgrown. 
 
The Grass Beam and Memorial Garden Section at the Kapunda Cemetery experiences WHS concerns when 
glass objects left at the burial site (ie glass jars, vases, beer and wine bottles) encroach into the grass area.  
These objects represents a WHS risk when lawn mowers used by the Council’s maintenance team hit glass 
objects or trinkets causing the sharp fragments to be propelled out from under the mower.   
 
Appropriate signposting is recommended at the Kapunda Cemetery of a ‘No Glass Policy’ to the Grass Beam 
and Memorial Garden Section and amendment of Council’s Memorial Policy and its Interment Right 
documents will assist in informing the community that trinkets or objects found encroaching onto the grass 
area will be removed as part of the safety and maintenance of the cemetery.  
 

Recommendation: 

1. That new signposting be erected at the Kapunda Cemetery Grass Beam Section and Memorial 
Section informing the public that, due to safety concerns, glass objects or trinkets 
encroaching onto the grass area will be removed, and 

 

 

5.4 SHELTERS AND BENCH SEATS 

Any Shelter structure erected at the Light Regional Council cemeteries requires the approval of the Council 
and, if being constructed in an area perceived to have contained historic burials (presently unmarked) that 
ground penetrating radar equipment be sourced to ensure the area does not encroach over historic burial 
sites. 
 
It is recommended that bench seating be incorporated at the Freeling, Greenock and Kapunda cemeteries 
where they can be best utilised, ie in proposed shelter constructions, under shade trees, near Niche Wall 
areas.  
 

5.5 TRAFFIC 

Vehicular access to the cemetery is required at times by funeral hearses, visitor cars needing disabled 
access, pedestrians, monumental masons, contractors and Council works vehicles. Where possible, 
Council will provide pedestrian access separately from vehicular access to provide safe environment for 
pedestrians, however this is not always practical in the smaller cemeteries. 

 
In order to prevent damage to fragile components of a cemetery, all vehicles, especially heavy vehicles 
must keep strictly to the roadways already established. 
 

5.6 MONUMENT OR GRAVE RESTRICTIONS 

Council has an adopted Cemetery Memorials Policy which covers: 

• Standard Application for Memorials 

• Application for Commemorative Plaque  

• Application for Plaques for Niche Wall or Memorial Garden 

• Application by Interment Right Holder for Memorial Tablet at historic sites  

• Undertaking Work at Council Sites 

• On site gilding or repainting 

• Renovating or restoration of historic sites 

• Conditions Relating to the Issue and Use of Memorial Permits 

• Sites with Specific Memorial Requirements 

• Temporary Grave Markers 
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• Duty to Maintain Memorials 

• Register of Memorials erected in the Cemetery 

• Headstone Placement Direction within Cemeteries 

 
Council does not have a policy regarding the necessity for all graves sites to have a monument, but allows 
for wooden crosses to be placed at the site.  
 

Council communicates with families or estates of the bereaved and monumental masons to make the 
necessary arrangements for a monument to be installed to identify their deceased’s grave via the relevant 

CCASA Memorial Permit Application form process. 

 
Any work carried out to complete the grave site is the responsibility of, and is to be funded by, 
the relatives or Estate of the deceased. The removal and maintenance of existing monuments remain 
the responsibility of the relatives or Estate of the deceased person. Council has no involvement in these 
matters. 

 
Council works co-operatively with stone masons and funeral directors engaged by bereaved families to 
supply information such as the location of graves and size of plots. 

 

5.7 SECURITY 

Unfortunately there has been acts of vandalism at Council’s Templers and Kapunda Cemetery in the past 
eight years.   

 
If vandalism occurs, Council staff will report the matter to the Police and attempt to contact the families of 
any affected graves, by way of individual letters or advertisement on social media and in the local paper. 
As Council currently have digital photographs of all monuments at its 9 cemeteries, this has and can assist 
in the process of identifying the sites to Police and monumental masons who may be appointed to assist 
with the rectification of those memorials. 
 

In the past, Council has been able to claim on its public insurance to rectify the damaged memorials. 

 

5.8 VEGETATION 

No native vegetation will be cleared from Cemetery grounds without Native Vegetation clearance approval. 
Unused areas of cemetery will be maintained by mowing and / or hand removal of weeds.  
 
Gravel or crusher fines will be spread over paths and walkways to reduce the level of weeds and improve 
the general appearance of the cemetery. 
 

 
Schoenfeld Cemetery in May 2016 at the commencement of a selective spray program 

and hand clearance of dead vegetation. 

 
 

5.9 PUBLIC ACCESS TO RECORDS AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

Legislation requires Council to keep records for cemeteries under their care and control including; plans 
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and a registers detailing particulars relating any burials. 

 
Records are kept at the Council’s Head Office at 93 Main Street Kapunda and also at the Kapunda Library.  
Customer Service Staff have access to the Cemeteries Database to provide information to the public.  
Records information is also available with the Local Government Statewide database search engine 
available on Council’s website. 
 
The historic Burial and Lease Registers have been digitised and recorded on the electronic records 
management system making the records available to the public electronically.  The Registers were also 
renovated with new front covers and pages repaired where required.  The renovated historic Burial and 
Lease Registers are stored for historic purposes only within the Council’s Records Department and are not 
available for the public to handle. 

 

5.10 PUBLIC CEMETERIES RECEIVING 100% RATE REBATES 

The following is a list of Public Cemeteries listed within the Light Regional Council region receiving a 100% 
Rate Rebate under Section 163 of the Local Government Act 1999. 

3155679007 - Uniting Church in Aust Property Trust SA 

 

3155979501 - Henry Kelly Trustee 
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3156104002 - RC Noack 

 

315551400* - Bethel Lutheran Church Inc 

 

3150075001 - Evangelical Lutheran Church Inc Nain 

 

 



Page 52 

 

Light Regional Council – 2019 to 2025 Cemetery Management Plan – October 2019  

3150083001 - Evangelical Lutheran Church Inc Nain 

 

3150367004 - Evangelical Lutheran Church Schoenborn 

 

3150603003 - Trinity Lutheran Church 
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3155185007 - Lutheran Church Evangelical Neukirch 

 

315529000* - Catholic Church Endowment Society Inc 

 

3151305008 - Uniting Church in Aust Property Trust SA 
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3151801757 - St Mary's Catholic Church 

 

3156133508 - N J Noack & PB Noack & K T Doecke 
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6. MAINTENANCE 

6.1 GENERAL 

Council considers budgetary proposals for the Cemeteries through adopted business cases.  
 
The amount requested is sufficient for general maintenance, rubbish removal, as well as grave preparation 

and reinstatement. 

 
A combination of Council staff and contractors are used to undertake these tasks. Time estimated to be 
between 400 man hours per year for maintenance staff over eight cemeteries (ie Schoenfeld is currently 
maintained with a weed eradication program by the National Resources Management Board). 
 

6.2 INTERNAL ROADS 

Internal Roads and pathways are to be kept in good order and care is taken to protect existing graves 
whilst completing a n y maintenance work. 
 
This management plan identifies that the internal pathways within the Kapunda and Freeling cemetery 

require additional road base and gravel as many of the rows have no cover at all.  This additional road base 
should be laid after the required trenching and channeling of groundwater runoff. 
 

6.3 STOCKPILES 

Soil excavated from graves is stockpiled in a specified area of the cemetery and either re-used later or 
disposed of. 

7. TRAINING 

Council ensure that staff appreciate the sensitive nature of cemeteries, and are appropriately trained 
for the works required. 

 

Where volunteer groups are engaged, appropriate induction and training will be provided. 
 
The Cemeteries & Crematoria Association of SA (CCASA) provide an Accredited Gravesafe Training Course 
on a biennial basis.  Council staff and its sub-contractors involved in burial and digging operations are 
encouraged to attend. 

8. RISK ASSESSMENT 

• General Risk Assessment – Cemetery – Inside Staff has been completed 

• Risk Assessment – Cemetery – outside staff complete Daily Risk Assessments for every job they do 

including cemetery maintenance.   

• Grave Digging Risk Assessments are completed during each burial.  

The abovementioned risk assessments are checked, signed off and scanned into Council’s records 
management system. 

Conditions at the cemetery are continuously monitored to prevent dangerous situations arising. 

9. POLICIES 

Council has the following policies with regard to Cemeteries: 
 

• Cemetery Memorials Policy 

• Cemetery Interment Rights Policy 
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10. THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT of COUNCIL’S CEMETERIES 

10.1 ROSEWORTHY CEMETERY 

 

It is fitting to include a section within this Cemetery Management Plan of a small parcel of land held in trust 
by the Light Regional Council referred to as Section 14 Hundred of Mudla Wirra (VG3151538004) zoned for 
use as a Cemetery Reserve under Certificate of Title Volume 5742 Folio 934.  The land is surrounded by 
Section 15 Hundred of Mudla Wirra (VG 3151539007) which is a buffer of land under Certificate of Title 
Volume 5760 Folio 651 of approximately 4.654 hectares of vacant Crown land (the Crown) between the 
Cemetery and the University of Adelaide land known as Section 704 (VG 3151587001).  The University use 
this buffer land for their agricultural purposes and had, in 1994, requested to amalgamate the buffer land with 
their agricultural land. 

In a copy of the District Council of Light’s Council Minutes of meeting held 20 June 1994 it resolved that 
Council raised no objection to the amalgamation of Section 15 into the adjoining University of Adelaide land 
Section 704 provided legal access is retained to Section 14 from Callahan Road.  

A Title search conducted on 12 August 2019 confirmed that the Section 15 is still owned by the Crown. 

It appears that no amalgamation occurred with the Crown land and the University of Adelaide.   

Council will retain the land but at this time has no plans to develop a new operational cemetery at this location. 

Recommendation 

Retain the land and provide basic maintenance for the duration of this management plan. 
 
 

 

 

Included below is archived correspondence between the District Council of Light and the Department of 
Environment of Natural Resources in 1994, correspondence received at District Council of Light on 9 May 
1994 from the Department of Environment of Natural Resources and District Council of Light Council Agenda 
and Minutes of meeting held 20 June 1994. 

Cemetery (VG 3151538004) Section 14 

Crown Reserve (VG 3151539007) Section 15 

University of Adelaide Land (VG 3151537001) Section 704 

Refuse Depot (VG3151376009) 
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A title search identifies the land referred to as CT 5742/934 remains in the name of Light Regional Council  

 

A title search also carried out on the 12th August 2019 identifies the land referred to as CT 5760/651 is owned 
the Crown.  
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10.2 TREND ANALYSIS 

Outcomes from statistical information and trend analysis reveals cremation interments at the Light Regional 

Council cemeteries are becoming more popular with the community whilst burials, particularly over the past 

ten (10) months have decreased.   

Consultation with adjoining Cemeteries and local Funeral Directors have confirmed that the trend towards 
cremation is 80% to 20% burials.  This is mainly due to consumer appeal for the variety of options ashes 
interments or scattering provide.  Cost to inter ashes is significantly cheaper for the family than burial and the 
memorial costs.  Decisions over interments of ashes can be delayed with ashes stored by the family whereas 
a burial occurs soon after the individual’s death.  The community is also aware of the 25 year tenure of ashes 
placement at the larger cemeteries and have chosen to have their loved ones ashes relocated to regional 
cemeteries where the tenure is either 50 years or in some locations in perpetuity.  

Information was sourced from the following organisations to gather their latest trends over the past 12 

months and via the Australian Bureau of Statistics latest figures.   

• Town of Gawler  - Gawler and surrounding districts has a greater demographic to the Light Regional 

Council area with its population of 24,018.  Year 2017 Census statistics recorded 227 deaths.  This is 

compared to Light Regional Council’s demographic of 15,338 and deaths in 2017 being 82. 

• Pfitzner Funerals – “During the mid 90’s burials consisted of 70% with cremations at 30% whereas 

over the past few years the cremations have increased to 60% with 40% burials. Popularity for 

scattering of ashes has increased particularly in rivers, the ocean or the Flinders Ranges.  Home 

memorials have also increased.  This is mainly due to costs and with families becoming more 

transient”. 

• Taylor & Forgie Funerals - “Country area statistics are trending to be 80% cremation versus 20% 

burials.  Of that 80% of cremations they advised that 50% of those ashes would be taken home for a 

later decision by the family with regard to their placement.  15% are interred within the cemetery and 

35% of ashes are dispersed or scattered by the family, split up between family members or the ashes 

are left at the funeral director facilities awaiting collection”  

• Statistical data from Australian Bureau of Statistics.   The South Australian average for is 70% 

cremations versus 30% burials.  In the Light Regional Council region alone the death rate has been fairly 

consistent over the past five years pre 2017 (except for an incline in deaths in 2015).   
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Factoring in the future growth of the region, particularly with the Roseworthy Expansion currently underway, 
the increase in the region’s aging population and the Willaston Cemetery at near capacity, there is an 
anticipated increase in demand for cemetery facilities within the region and an incentive for the Council to 
appeal to community needs and to provide a variety of ashes facilities for the community to decide on what 
the best option for interment is for them. 

10.3 MEMORIALS / MEMORIALISATION 

Society today has become more transient, moving and living in different places where work is 
available. Many often settle down in towns far away from where they were raised and have no significant 
ties to that place / area. W here is home? where do I want to be laid to rest? are questions often asked. 
The strong belief to be buried in the town where you grew up is slowly disappearing and the high cost 
to have a full burial in a metropolitan facility is seeing a shift with people opting for a cremation as a cost 
effective alternative. 

 
Additionally many individuals are now requesting their ashes be spread over a favorite location of theirs, 
ie a fishing spot, at sea, in a garden bed etc. Families then face the quandary of what can be done to 
memorialise that person who has passed. 

 
Some families have purchased Niche Wall spaces as a memorial for that person, as there has been no 
other option. Many Cemeteries are now providing memorials for memorialisation. Below are several 
examples of this and the Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling Cemeteries could easily accommodate this. 
 
Current trends show a shift away from traditional burials. More people are now being cremated and either 
their ashes interred in a Cemetery or scattered elsewhere. Memorial plaques are often erected at a 
Cemetery to have a place to go to, to remember their loved one. 
 
Many families choose to benefit by planning ahead and securing positions at today’s prices.  This gives 
them peace of mind knowing that requests will be honored and family members will be saved from 
making difficult decisions at an emotional time. 
 
Request for interments at Light Regional Council cemeteries have been for either traditional burials at 
double and single depth or interments of ashes into the niche wall or memorial garden.  There has been 
an increase in requests to have multiple sets of ashes interred into one site, eg a burial site, where the site 
becomes the family interment site.  
 
Council receives requests where families have 
scattered ashes elsewhere but request to have a 
plaque placed at the cemetery so they have a 
visual place to visit.  The only option Council has 
available at present is to administer an interment 
right over a niche on the niche wall and arrange 
for a plaque to be made to fit that niche space 
(even though the niche itself is empty).  This 
comes at considerable expense to the family and 
also uses up a valuable space within the niche 
wall. 
 
Council can offer families a solution by a ‘Forever 
Memories’ wall for which a plaque only can be 
placed.  An example of such a memorial is shown 
here. 
 
Ground Niches are also becoming the popular choice of memorialisation for many families. Major 
cemeteries throughout Australia are accommodating this need, with the added benefit of effective use of 
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space. There could be a different area set aside for different styles of Ground Niches.  
 
An area where people can meander around small pathways amongst native gardens to visit and remember 
love ones is peaceful and tranquil and could be incorporated within future planning and design of our 
cemeteries. 
 
Some examples are: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendation 
Develop business cases for the development of: 
 

• ‘Family’ memorial sites for multiple sets of ashes at the Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling 
cemeteries ; 

• Plaque only memorial areas; and 

• A pathway through the Freeling Cemetery ‘Bush for Life’ area for ashes interments with 

plaques.  
 

 
These four proposed considerations could be incorporated into a landscape design which highlights the 
existing layout of the cemetery and best utilises existing spare space or relevant zones.   
 
Planning what will be offered by the Light Regional Council in the future requires reviewing plots already 
used or allocated, those trends already identified, providing alternative options of interment or 
memorialisation whilst maintaining as much natural vegetation as can be retained. 
 
Council cannot be everything to everyone and must concentrate on what would be the best outcome for 
the whole community. 

Australian War Graves 

• Legislative requirements 
Light Regional Council values and respects the contribution its community played in war service.  There is 
one recorded ‘War dead’ burial at the Kapunda Cemetery, that being of Arthur Menhennett.  This site will be 
maintained in perpetuity by the Australian War Graves Office. 
 
Council has a number of post war graves at its cemeteries which are individually identified in this Management 
Plan under each Cemetery listing.  The tenure over these sites is the responsibility of the family.  These 
graves are identified as post war graves by the service badge visible on the bronze plaque.  If the family does 
not renew the interment right over the site upon its expiration , the Australian War Graves can be appointed 
to remove the plaque and relocate it to the Garden of Remembrance at Centennial Park where it will remain 
in perpetuity. 
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• Contacts and information 

Contact Information: Office of the Australian War Graves,  

 GPO Box 9998 Canberra ACT 2601. 

 Phone: 133254 (toll free),  

   (02) 6289 6517 (Post War Commemoration),  

   (02)6289 6510 (War Dead Information),  

   (02) 6289 6545 (Maintenance of Memorials),   

 Email: wargraves@dva.gov.au 

 

10.4 HERITAGE VALUE AND CHARACTER 

• Conservation of headstones and repair of damaged headstones 

• New commemorative structures 

• Awareness of historical and conservation principles 

• Marking unmarked graves 
 
(Refer Appendices 1 to 9  for Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Reports) 

 

10.5 NAMING AREAS OF THE CEMETERY: 

As the Kapunda, Freeling and Greenock cemeteries continue to expand and the physical layout of the 
Cemetery proper is segmented by trees or other barriers, a proposal for consideration could be to allocate 
unique names to specific areas of the Cemetery. An advantage of naming different areas is that it is easier 
for visitors to the cemetery to locate individuals interred, and it assists Council staff with the administration 
and allocation of plots. 
 
Unique identifying numbers are allocated to each plot with a given row letter ie R then a site number ie. 10 
meaning the burial is situated in Row R site number 10.  When the row alphabet is completed, it may be 
required to use double alphabet letters for the naming of rows such as RR with a site number 10 making 
that section of the cemetery RR10. 
For administrative purposes, this section may be referred to the South section, or the Beam section etc. 
 

Conceptual Extension plans have been developed showing the various areas within the three cemeteries 
(Refer Appendices 10 to 12). 
 

 
The Greenock Cemetery revealed its new row markers and upgraded path and roadways in 2016. 
 

 

mailto:wargraves@dva.gov.au
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11. KAPUNDA CEMETERY 

A primary issue to be considered is; how long will the Kapunda Cemetery last? To consider this issue some 
assumptions need to be made including: 
 

Average Interment Rights  
a) The average number of interment rights within the grass beam section being issued each year is 6 

(averaged over previous four years) 

b) The average number of interment rights for ashes interment into niche wall or memorial garden being 
issued each year is 4 (averaged over previous four years) 

Actual interment numbers of burials and ashes per annum are higher as this would incorporate interments 
into pre-leased sites and additional burials into existing graves. 

With the township’s aging population and the interest in interments from outer regions including 
metropolitan Adelaide we can expect this number to increase over time. 
 

11.1 TIMELINE UNTIL SITES AT FULL CAPACITY 

Available Sites for Interment Rights prior to any Land Acquisition. 
Estimated 

Completed by End 
of Year 

Grass Beam Section Row 5 – 15 sites available. Based on 6 Interment Rights being issued 
annually, this section will be completed by end of year 2022. 

2022 

New Grass Beam Row # – 32 sites if commenced at 2022. Based on 6 Interment Rights being 
issued annually, this section will be completed by end of year 2027.  

2027 

New Grass Beam Row # - 32 sites if commenced at 2027. Based on 6 Interment Rights being 
issued annually, this section will be completed by end of year 2032. 

2032 

 
Niche Wall No. 2 - With 45 niches available it is estimated that by end of 2030 this columbarium 
will be full.(Estimate based on 4 ashes interments per annum). 2030 

Memorial Garden - With 33 sites available within the Memorial Garden it is estimated that by 
end of 2036 the current layout for memorial garden interments will be full. (Estimate based on 
2 ashes interments per annum) 

2036 

Vacant Bare Burial Sites for potential use for Ashes Interments, Headstone Relocations 
from other Cemeteries or (subject to successful probe testing) Single Depth Burials 
Only. 

Interments into vacant bare sites within the cemetery where no known interment right or burial 
has occurred – estimated 51 sites throughout the cemetery – (excluding Row A and B)  

The following bare sites (measured 2743 x 913) could be considered for future interments and 
interment rights.  These sites are chosen as, according to our burial and lease registers, the 
sites have no burial record attached to them in the a,b,c of that row number or have records 
that previous interment right were surrendered. As there is a possibility that historic burials may 
be located (but not recorded) in these sites, it is suggested that these sites could be used for 
single depth burials only, for ashes interments and/or the placement of relocated headstones 
from other cemeteries provided the headstones align with the Conservation Policy and 
Management Recommendations chapter of the Kapunda Cemetery Grieve Gillett Andersen 
Heritage Report (Refer Appendix 1) 
 
Sites in Row S are listed in this category as this area within the cemetery is very rocky and 
digging for burials requires rock breaking machinery adding extra expense to be incurred by 
the family. 

G50a G50b G50c HI45a HI45b HI45c 

I19a I19b I19c I13a I13b I13c 
J56a J56b J56c K26a K26b K26c 

L35a L35b L35c O4a O4b O2a 

Q56a Q56b Q56c Q1a Q2a Q2b 

Q2c R2a R2c S36a S36b S36c 
S38a S38b S38c S43a S43b S43c 

S45a S45b S45c S46a S46b S46c 

S48a S48b S48c    
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11.2 FUTURE MANAGEMENT 

New Graves in Historic Areas  

Location  

It is possible to use unused grave sites for new burials. Any new graves which are constructed in historic 
areas must follow the recommendations of the Kapunda Cemetery Conservation Report (Appendix 1) in 
Section 6 Conservation Policy and Management Recommendations. The following recommendations should 
be implemented whenever this is to occur:  

• New graves in the traditional burials area within the historic core of Kapunda Cemetery should preferably 
be in previously unused plots. The above table lists 51 plots in the historic areas of the cemetery identified 
as clear of burials but it is noted that Council cannot guarantee that there are not historic burials contained 
within the sites (except for Row S). 

• Individual Interment Right Holders of grave plots should be informed of the constraints relating to the 
installation of new graves in historic areas within the Kapunda Cemetery and for any memorial placed at 
that site.  It is recommended that the sites be test probed for evidence of historic burials or ground 
changes prior to approving single depth burials.   

• As the width of the gravesites in the rows of the main cemetery are 3 feet (913mm) wide any new single 
depth grave dug beside existing graves should be excavated with care to ensure that no damage is 
caused to the structure of the existing grave through subsidence or other movement.  

Appearance  

Generally, if the following principles are followed, any new graves should not detract from the existing 
character of the historic areas of the cemetery.  Please refer to the Kapunda Cemetery Heritage Report for 
guidelines. (Appendix 1) 

• New headstones should reflect the existing character of the area in which they will be located. Elements 
to consider are form, height, materials, colour, inscriptions and surrounds.  

• Generally, they should be of similar form and dimensions to those adjacent or close by. Simple designs 
are usually the most appropriate forms.  

• New headstones should not be higher than the general height of the headstones in the immediate area 
and definitely not higher than any significant monuments.  

• The colour of new headstones should not be darker than those adjacent, and so will be mainly white or 
grey in areas where there are predominantly marble headstones. Polished granite of various colours may 
be appropriate in areas of later burials.  

• Grave plots can be marked by simple stone kerbing, low fencing, or have no surrounds. Ledgers and 
grave tops can be used within surrounds. These elements should be traditional in form and materials, 
and similar to those existing in the immediate area. New high cast metal fencing is not appropriate.  

Approval for the design and location of infill headstones should be the responsibility of the Heritage Advisor  

Reuse of Areas and Grave Sites  

The issue of how to approach the reuse of graves and areas within an early cemetery is contentious.  

There are other bare sites within the cemetery which have burials recorded in them.  To have small plaques 
placed at those sites would capture the historic names of those buried at the cemetery but who unfortunately 
did not receive a memorial, many of these would be babies or young children. 

Cleared Areas – Row A and Row B. 

If Council considers to reuse areas which originally had graves in them this should be undertaken carefully 
so as not to disturb existing human remains. If this occurs there is a large degree of community outcry and 
Council will be criticised for this action. A Lift and Deepen process would need to be undertaken to carefully 
extract any remains or timber fragments into a small container or bag and then have that reinterred back into 
the site at a deeper depth and new burials made at a shallower level than the original. Early coffins are usually 
located six to ten feet (1.83- 3.05 metres) below the ground, current grave burials are allowed at four feet 
(1.22 metres). Refer the Burial and Cremation Act 2013 under Section 13(2)(b)(ii) and the Burial and 
Cremation Regulations 2014 under Section 11(2).  
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Row A at the Kapunda Cemetery was cleared, most likely in the 1950’s or 1960’s.  The row now has a 
concrete border surrounding the row to identify Row A’s location and contain its 132 known unmarked burials.  

Row B contains many bare sites that contain burials.  There are 174 burials in this Row, many are bare sites 
containing burials throughout this row. 

Specific Grave Sites Re-use 

The re-use of specific significant grave sites is generally contrary to the conservation of the cultural 
significance of any historic cemetery. The retention of significant monuments within the cemetery due to their 
heritage value usually precludes reuse of such grave plots, unless the elements of the original monumentation 
are retained, and the new interment is discreetly marked.  

Recommendation 

• New graves in the traditional burials area within the historic core of Kapunda Cemetery should be 
in previously unused plots. The table lists 51 plots in the historic areas of the cemetery identified 
as clear of burials but it is noted that there can be no guarantee that there are not historic burials 
contained within the sites (except for Row S). 

• Individual Interment Right Holders of grave plots should be informed of the constraints relating 
to the installation of new graves in historic areas within the Kapunda Cemetery and for any 
memorial placed at that site.  It is recommended that the sites be test probed for evidence of 
historic burials or ground changes prior to approving single depth burials.   

• As the width of the gravesites in the rows of the main cemetery are 3 feet (913mm) wide any new 
single depth grave dug beside existing graves should be excavated with care to ensure that no 
damage is caused to the structure of the existing grave through subsidence or other movement.  

• Regarding the potential reuse of grave sites in the main cemetery, adjacent to historic graves, it 
is proposed that a date cut off of pre World War Two (1939 and earlier) be used to define ‘historic’ 
graves, both in relation to the State’s history, and as that timeframe covers eras where 
monumentation was an art form in its own right, displaying fine examples of intricate carving 
techniques, ornate lead lettering, and monumentation that reflected prevailing architectural 
styles, such as Art Deco. These memorials should be retained in perpetuity and protected from 
future re-use of the site.  

• New memorialisation of existing graves should be through carefully considered additional 
inscription on the monument or by the use of a separate new tablet at the base of the existing 
monument or at the foot of the grave. The new tablets should be complementary in material to the 
existing headstone.   
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11.3 INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES  

 Year Programmed 

Internal Roadways 
Blue metal gravel @ 500 tonnes @ $15/tonne delivered 
Labour and plant for internal roadways including bobcat in small spaces 

2019/20 

Completed 

Carpark materials 
Blue metal gravel @ 550 tonnes @ $15/tonne delivered 
Labour and plant including grader work 

2019/20 

Completed 

Memorial Garden pathways, fencing/gateway 
To aesthetically enhance the entrance of the memorial garden, reposition the pedestrian 
gate from the corner position to the central position so it aligns with the mature conifers. 
The former slate pathway in this area was removed due to the slate paving being lifted by 
the mature tree roots.  Upgrade the internal and niche wall walkways with tile pavers to 
remove the current tripping hazards and to enhance this area 

2021/22 

Drainage 
Erosion caused by excessive rain events and poor drainage systems is a concern to the 
continued maintenance of roads and walk ways and has the potential to cause grave 
collapses. 

It is recommended a drainage plan be developed as a priority, to feed into the existing 

concrete spoon drain, before any upgrades to layout or road maintenance is undertaken. 

2019/20 

Gardens & surrounds 
Gardens within the memorial garden consist of standard and bush roses, mature conifers, a 
central mature Manchurian Pear and a hedge of Pittosporum and irises.  These are generally 
high maintenance and require adequate water.  

A number of old pine trees have been removed from the central roadway as they were either 
encroaching onto the roadway, their roots were lifting the foundations to monuments nearby or 
they were slowly dying due to wood decay. 

It is recommended that replacement native tall trees replace where there is opportunity to plant 
to give this central roadway a lovely shaded avenue feel.   Future replacement plantings from 
the existing gardens are to be replaced with a variety of native species that produce flowers, 
are hardy and are water efficient. 

Additionally it is recommended that an active weed spraying program be implemented 
preventing weeds from populating and making the site look untidy. 

2021/22 

 

A beautiful view of the Kapunda Cemetery across the many heritage sites through to the Memorial Garden 

area  
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11.4 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

 Year Programmed 

Land Acquisition 
Subject to owner approval.  If approval of purchase does not eventuate then strategies will be 
required to look at utilising bare sites with expired interment rights, after approximately year 

2033. 
 

2019/20 

Concrete Beam with grassed sites 
Costs associated with installation of irrigation, improved soil, concrete edging and instant turf. 

• Soil – sandy loam = 100mm minimum – 40mtrs x 5mtrs x 2 = $40 per tonne needing 90 
tonne  

• Edging – concrete edging (grey oxide) 110mm wide x 150mm deep + 1N12 reinforcing 
bar say 40 mtrs (sides only x 2)@ $30/mtr – includes concrete, placing and reinforcing, 
not trenching. 

• Earthworks  

• Turf  350 m2  

• Irrigation and laying of soil and turf – allocate 3-4 days 
 

2020/21 

Spoon Drain 
50mtr length which ties into existing spoon drain  

2020/21 

Bench seating around Central tree in Memorial Garden 
Erect bench seating positioned around the central Manchurian Pear situated in the memorial 
garden. 

2021/22 

Bollards and SignpostingSignposting 
Strategically place bollards to discourage vehicles onto grass sections and provide adequate 
signposting where vehicles are not permitted to access 

2021/22 

Signposting 
The Cemetery does not have an information sign with “General Information” on it, It is proposed 
that a sign board identifying the row plan, location of niche walls, some historic information of 
the cemetery, where public amenities are located within the township. etc. 
 
Opportunity exists for additional historical information to be displayed at selected areas of 
the Cemetery giving insight to the district and the people who shaped it into what we enjoy 
today. 

 

2021/22 

Shelter and Seating  
Seating is limited within the Cemetery, especially for the elderly who frequent the site 
attending to the graves of their loved ones.  A shelter is proposed for installation in 2021/22. 
Shelter is important especially during bouts of extreme weather.  A shelter area would 
incorporate the abovementioned Information Board. 

 

2022/23 

Toilets 
Refer to Cr Lynette Reichstein’s previous business case. 
No toilet facilities are provided for at the Kapunda Cemetery, the closest public toilet being 
located within the township over 2kms away. It is recommended that consideration be given 
for a toilet to be included in the future plans of the Kapunda Cemetery.    

 

This item has now 
been deferred. 
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12. FREELING CEMETERY 

This cemetery is currently 80% utilised.  Strategies are required to plan future rows whilst still retaining 
enough space for internal car parking.  The perimeter of land surrounding the cemetery is classified as 
Crown Record land.  Council has obtained approval from the Minister to utilise the southern portion of land 
for future burial rows. 
 

Average Interment Rights  
a) The average number of interment rights being issued each year is 6 (averaged over previous three 

years) 
b) The average number of interment rights for ashes interment into niche wall or memorial garden being 

issued each year is 4 (averaged over previous three years) 

Actual interment numbers of burials and ashes per annum are higher as this would incorporate interments 
into pre-leased sites and additional burials into existing graves. 

With the township’s aging population, the expansion of the Freeling township itself and the interest in 
interments from outer regions including metropolitan Adelaide we can expect this number to increase over 
time. 

Expansion into the southern Crown Record land for new burials would take effect approximately in 2023. 

 

12.1 TIMELINE UNTIL SITES AT FULL CAPACITY 

Available Sites for Interment Rights prior to any expansion. 
Estimated 

Completed by 
End of Year 

Row P .. Based on 6 Interment Rights being issued annually, this section will be completed by end 
of year 2023. 

2023 

Vacant Bare Burial Sites for potential use for Ashes Interments, Headstone Relocations 
from other Cemeteries or (subject to successful probe testing) Single Depth Burials Only. 

Interments into vacant bare sites within the cemetery where no known interment right or burial has 
occurred – estimated 104 sites throughout the cemetery. 

The following bare sites (measured 3048 x 1524) could be considered for future interments and 
interment rights.  These sites are chosen as, according to our burial and lease registers, the sites 
have no burial record attached to them.  As there is a possibility that historic burials may be located 
(but not recorded) in these sites, it is suggested that these sites could be used for single depth 
burials only, for ashes interments and/or the placement of relocated headstones from other 
cemeteries provided the headstones align with the Conservation Policy and Management 
Recommendations chapter of the Freeling Cemetery Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Report 
(Refer Appendix 2) 

Bare Burial Sites available for future Burials as located outside Heritage Designated Area  
E15 F1 G27A G43 G45 R37 
S16 Q8     

Vacant Bare Burial Sites for potential use for Ashes Interments, Headstone Relocations from 

other Cemeteries or (subject to successful probe testing) Single Depth Burials Only (Subject to 
conditions as these sites are located within the Heritage Designated Area – Rows I,J,K,T,U,V,W) 
I56 I68 J1 J2 J3 J14 

J50 J62 J63 J64 J65 J66 

J67 J68  K2 K3 K4 K5 
K6 K8 K9 K10 K19 K42 

K45 K46 K47 K49 K50 K52 

K54 K59 K60 K61 K62 K63 
K64 K65 K67 K68 T11 T26 

T27 T32 T33 T38 T39 T46 

T55 U18 U27 U29 U30 U31 

U32 U33 U34 U35 U41 U42 
U43 U44 U45 U47 U48 U50 

V16  V26 V34 V44 V52 V66 

W22 W23 W24 W25 W26 W27 
W28 W29 W30 W31 W34 W37 

W38 W39 W40 W41 W42 W43 

W44 W45 W46 W47 S16 R37 
 

2036 
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12.2 FUTURE MANAGEMENT 

Whilst the Freeling Cemetery as a whole is listed as a Local Heritage Place, an area that contains the historic 
graves and monuments can be defined, which should be subject to more rigourous policies than the wider 
cemetery. The area is defined on the (refer Figure 3 of the 2019 Grieve Gillett Andersen Freeling Cemetery 
Heritage Report) and incorporates Rows I, J, K, T, U, V, and W.  

The entrance archway is also considered an important component of the cemetery, and the Higgs monument 
to the west outside the defined cemetery is also noted.  

New Graves in Historic Areas  

Location  

It is possible to use unused grave sites for new burials. Any new graves which are constructed in historic 
areas must follow the recommendations of the Freeling Cemetery Conservation Report (Appendix 2) in 
Section 6 Conservation Policy and Management Recommendations.  

Recommendation 

• New graves in the designated heritage rows (ie Rows I,J,K,T,U,V,W) of the Freeling Cemetery 

should be in previously unused plots. The table lists 96 plots in the historic areas of the cemetery 
identified as not ever having been used but it is noted that there can be no guarantee that there 
are not historic burials contained within the sites.  

• Individual Interment Right Holders of grave plots should be informed of the constraints relating 
to the installation of new graves in historic areas within the Freeling Cemetery and for any 
memorial placed at that site.  It is recommended that the sites be test probed for evidence of 
historic burials or ground changes prior to approving single depth burials.   

• New graves dug beside existing graves should be excavated with care to ensure that no damage 
is caused to the structure of the existing grave through subsidence or other movement.  

• New memorials can be accommodated within the designated area, provided their design follows 
the measures set out in section 6.3 in relation to size, form, materials, finish, embellishments, and 
other elements.  
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Appearance  

Generally, if the following principles are followed, any new graves should not detract from the existing 
character of the historic areas of the cemetery.  Please refer to the Freeling Cemetery Heritage Report for 
guidelines. (Appendix 1) 

• New headstones should reflect the existing character of the area in which they will be located. Elements 
to consider are form, height, materials, colour, inscriptions and surrounds.  

• Generally, they should be of similar form and dimensions to those adjacent or close by. Simple designs 
are usually the most appropriate forms.  

• New headstones should not be higher than the general height of the headstones in the immediate area 
and definitely not higher than any significant monuments.  

• The colour of new headstones should not be darker than those adjacent, and so will be mainly white or 
grey in areas where there are predominantly marble headstones. Polished granite of various colours may 
be appropriate in areas of later burials.  

• Grave plots can be marked by simple stone kerbing, low fencing, or have no surrounds. Ledgers and 
grave tops can be used within surrounds. These elements should be traditional in form and materials, 
and similar to those existing in the immediate area. New high cast metal fencing is not appropriate.  

Approval for the design and location of infill headstones should be the responsibility of the Heritage Advisor  

Reuse of Areas and Grave Sites  

The issue of how to approach the reuse of graves and areas within an early cemetery is contentious.  

There are other bare sites within the cemetery which have burials recorded in them.  To have small plaques 
placed at those sites would capture the historic names of those buried at the cemetery but who unfortunately 
did not receive a memorial, many of these would be babies or young children. 

Specific Grave Sites  

The reuse of specific significant grave sites is generally contrary to the conservation of the cultural significance 
of any historic cemetery. The retention of significant monuments within the cemetery due to their heritage 
value usually precludes reuse of such grave plots, unless the elements of the original monumentation are 
retained, and the new interment is discreetly marked.  

The following recommendations are made by Council’s Heritage Advisor (Refer Appendix 1):  

• Whilst the Freeling Cemetery as a whole is listed as a Local Heritage Place, an area that contains the 
historic graves and monuments can be defined, which should be subject to more rigourous policies that 
the wider cemetery. 

• The area is defined in Figure 3 of the Freeling Cemetery Heritage Report and incorporates Rows I, J, K, 
T U V and W.  The gates are also considered an important component of the cemetery, and the Higgs 
monument on the west outside the defined cemetery is also noted. 

Extension of the Cemetery 

An area to the south of the existing cemetery has been pegged out for future expansion. 

 

Refer to Appendix 11 for the Freeling Cemetery Extension Proposal. 

‘Heinrich’ Memorial at site V67 and 68 – Assessment of Risk 

Summary of Assessment of Heinrich Monument in the Freeling Cemetery was carried out by Bill Zhang 
Council’s Manager-Engineering & Assets on Friday 2 November 2018 as follows: 

“Structurally, the monument is still in a relatively stable condition.  An estimated 4% tilt to the left was 
recorded on the 30th October 2018.  Surrounding ground condition is considered poor due to lack of 
drainage infrastructure for storm water runoff management.  Condition of the monument footing is 
considered average as the tiles and rails have been moved due to earth movements and the tilting. 

 
Based on the above finding, I believe that there is no immediate danger of the monument falling down 
although it is difficult to provide an accurate estimate when it is likely to happen without any previous 
measurement of the rate per annum. 

In the short-term, I would suggest that a swale be constructed adjacent to the monument to manage 
stormwater runoff, which should reduce the rate of tilting.  Quarterly inspection and measuring the rate of 
tilting are required to monitor the condition and assess the risk. Installation of warning sign to avoid general 
public walking or standing next to the monument”.  
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Estimated costs to repair the footing of the monument is ranged between $12,000-17,000 as per monumental 
mason quotations received. (Refer Folder ID 59102) 
 
In the meantime, Council may wish to seek funding from the family and/or State Government’s Heritage 
Funding for the repair of the Heinrich Monument. 
 

Recommendation: 
1. Construct a swale adjacent to the tall Heinrich monument located in Row V Site No. 67 and 68 

at the Freeling Cemetery to manage stormwater runoff; 

2. Undertake quarterly inspections and measuring of the rate of tilting of the Heinrich monument; 
and  

3. Install a warning sign advising the public to avoid walking or standing next to the monument . 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
Photo taken May 2017 Photo taken June 2018 
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12.3 INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES 

 Year 
Programmed 

Improvements to Circular Garden 
Planting additional agapanthus around inside perimeter of circular garden including improved 
irrigation system. 

2018/19 

Completed 

Plot Identification Pegs 
Council investigate other means where the system of pegging out burial plots provide a more 

visible solution with regard to soil movement and impact also taking into account durability to 
withstand traffic. 

 

2018/19 

Gravel pathway between niche wall and main cemetery 
Include gravel pathway for easy foot traffic from main cemetery area into and out of the niche 
wall area, including additional and replacement of native plantings. 

2018/19 

Completed 

Internal Roadways 
Blue metal gravel @ 400 tonnes @ $15/tonne delivered 
Labour and plant for internal roadways including bobcat in small spaces 

2018/19 

Completed 

Drainage adjacent tall ‘Heinrich’ memorial 
Erosion caused by excessive rain events and poor drainage systems is a concern to the 
continued maintenance of roadways and has the potential to cause grave collapses.  The tall 
‘Heinrich’ memorial is leaning in a south west direction due to the pooling of water runoff from 
adjacent roadways. Priority in diverting excess water runoff away from this memorial is 
critical. 
 
It is recommended a drainage plan be developed as a priority before any upgrades to layout 

or road maintenance is undertaken. 

2018/19 

Gardens & surrounds 
Future replacement plantings from the existing gardens are to be replaced with a variety of 
native species that produce flowers, are hardy and are water efficient. 
 
Additionally it is recommended that an active weed spraying program be implemented 
preventing weeds from populating and making the site look untidy. 

 

2018/19 

Completed 
October 2018 
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12.4 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE  

 Year Programmed 

Restoration of Heinrich Memorial 
Due to WHS and site risk concerns quotations have been received from qualified monumental 
masons to restore this leaning monument. 
 

Summary of Assessment of Heinrich Monument in the Freeling Cemetery was carried out by 
Bill Zhang Council’s Manager-Engineering & Assets on Friday 2 November 2018 as follows:  

•         Structurally, the monument is still in a relatively stable condition 

•         An estimated 4% tilt to the left was recorded on the 30th October 2018 

•         Surrounding ground condition is considered poor due to lack of drainage 
infrastructure for stormwater runoff management  

•         Condition of the monument footing is considered average as the tiles and rails have 
been moved due to earth movements and the tilting 

Based on the above finding, I believe that there is no immediate danger of the monument 
falling down although it is difficult to provide an accurate estimate when it is likely to happen 
without any previous measurement of the rate per annum. 

In the short-term, I would suggest that swale be constructed adjacent to the monument to 
manage stormwater runoff, which should reduce the rate of tilting.  Quarterly inspection and 
measuring the rate of tilting are required to monitor the condition and assess the risk. 
Installation of warning sign to avoid general public walking or standing next to the 
monument.  

Estimated costs to repair the footing of the monument is ranged between $12,000-17,000 as 
per monumental mason quotations received. (Refer Folder ID 59102) 

In the meantime, Council may wish to seek funding from the family and/or State Government’s 
Heritage Funding for the repair of the Heinrich Monument. 

 

2019/20 

Signposting 
The Cemetery does not have an information sign with “General Information” on it, It is proposed 
that a sign board identifying the row plan, location of niche wall, some historic information of the 
cemetery, where public amenities are located within the township. etc. 
 
Opportunity exists for additional historical information to be displayed at selected areas of 
the Cemetery giving insight to the district and the people who shaped it into what we enjoy 
today. 

 

2020/21 

Shelter and Seating  
Seating is limited within the Cemetery, especially for the elderly who frequent the site 
attending to the graves of their loved ones.  A shelter is proposed for installation in 2020/21. 
Shelter is important especially during bouts of extreme weather.  A shelter area would 
incorporate the abovementioned Information Board. 

 

2021/22 

Southern Extension 
Preparation of the southern extension, clear proposed site as per new proposed site plan, 
pegging new rows, incorporate existing green space, trenching for stormwater etc. 

As at May 2019 Surveying pegs (painted yellow) and a peg (painted blue) have been 
positioned at boundary points to assist with the earthworks required to prepare the site.  

2019/20 

Toilets 
Refer to Cr Lynette Reichstein’s previous business case. 
No toilet facilities are provided for at the Freeling Cemetery, the closest public toilet being 
located within the township. It is recommended that consideration be given for a toilet to be 
included in the future plans of the Freeling Cemetery.  

This item has now 
been deferred 
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13. GREENOCK CEMETERY 
 
This cemetery is currently 85% utilised.  Strategies are required to plan future rows whilst incorporating 
space for internal car parking.  The extension of this cemetery will encroach into the existing vineyard to 
the north of the property 
 

Average Interment Rights  
a) The average number of interment rights being issued each year is 2 (averaged over previous three 

years).  The below completion date has been compiled utilising 3 interment rights per annum allowing 
for a proposed increase due to the aging demographic of Greenock township. 

 
Actual interment numbers of burials and ashes per annum are higher as this would incorporate interments 
into pre-leased sites and additional burials into existing graves. 
 
With the township’s aging population, the expansion of the Greenock township itself and the interest in 
interments from outer regions including metropolitan Adelaide we can expect this number to increase over 
time. 
 

13.1 TIMELINE UNTIL SITES AT FULL CAPACITY 

Estimated Timeline for Interment Rights into existing Cemetery prior 
to expansion into vineyard. 

 
Completed by 

Year 

Interments into vacant bare sites within the cemetery where no known interment right or burial 
has occurred – estimated 14 sites throughout the southern side of the cemetery @ 3 interment 
rights per year = 4 years. 
 
The following bare sites (measured 3048 x 1524) should be considered for future interments 
and interment rights.  These sites are chosen as they have no burial record attached to them 
and are near the southern boundary where former trees were positioned.  
 

J19 K19 K18 K17 K11 K10 

L19 L18 L17 L10   

 
 

2021 

Row 14A. 7 sites available @ 3 interment rights per year = 2 years. Estimated completed by 
end 
 

2023 

Establishment of Row 15A  – 20 sites if commenced at 2023 @ 4 interment rights per year 
estimated completed by end  
 

2028 

The following bare sites (measured 3048 x 1524) should be considered for future interments 
and interment rights.  These sites have been left until last otherwise access would have been 
difficult to dig in Row J,K,L sites as noted above.  Administration is to ensure that Row J, K, L 
burial sites are completed with all burials prior to the following row M sites being considered for 
use.   
 

M19 M18 M17 M16   

 
Please Note that sites J3-10 compiling Interment Right No. 268 is owned by the Laucke Family 
commenced on 22 November 1961.  These 8 vacant sites are to remain vacant until the 
expiration date of 22 November 2060, or until surrender by the family whichever occurs first. 
 

2029 

Expansion into the vineyard site. 2029 
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13.2 FUTURE MANAGEMENT 

New Graves in Historic Areas  

It is recommended that no new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless 
there is a current Interment Right license over the site.  All unmarked graves have a small plaque identifying 
the names of the burials.  It is recommended that the graves in the designated historic area be retained in 
perpetuity given their historic significance. 

Cemetery rows within the historic designated area of the Greenock Cemetery are Rows 
1,2,3,4,4a,5,5a,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,17,18,19,19a,20,20a,21,22,22a,23,23a,24,24a,25,25a,26,27,28. 

Refer to the Greenock Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 (Appendix 
3). 

Reuse of Areas and Grave Sites  

It is recommended that no re-use of graves be carried out in the designated historic area of this cemetery.  
All unmarked graves have a small plaque identifying the names of the burials.  It is recommended that the 
graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity given their historic significance. 

The reuse of specific significant grave sites is generally contrary to the conservation of the cultural significance 
of any historic cemetery. The retention of significant monuments within the cemetery due to their heritage 
value usually precludes reuse of such grave plots, unless the elements of the original monumentation are 
retained, and the new interment is discreetly marked.  

Recommendation 

• Retain in perpetuity the sites identified in Figure 3 as areas of historic significance.   

•  
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Land Reclassification for Cemetery Expansion not yet classified as Cemetery Land 

The subject land is located within the Residential (Greenock) Zone and a cemetery or cemetery expansion is 
not specifically anticipated within the Zone and as such Category 3 public notification would be required. 

A cemetery is not listed as a non complying form of development and as such will be assessed on its merit.  
This would require a notice in The Herald paper as well as notification with all adjoining and nearby property 
owners and occupiers.  If representations are received then is it likely that the application would be determined 
by the Council’s Assessment Panel.  

Vineyard West of Greenock Cemetery  

An informal arrangement has existed for many years between the Council and the Greenock Lutheran Church 
(the Church) regarding the care and maintenance of the trellised wine grape vines being grown on the Council 
land located to the west of the Greenock Cemetery.  These vines adjoin the vineyard development owned by 
an adjoining property owner. A representative of the Church has contacted Council to advise that they are no 
longer able to care for vines on the Council land. The Church representative has indicated that the adjoining 
property owner may be willing to take over the care and maintenance of the vines. Council staff have written 
to the adjoining property owner seeking opportunity to discuss future arrangement, including the possibility of 
entering into a management agreement, subject to approval by Council and any cemetery expansion plans. 
Council staff will prepare a report for consideration by the Infrastructure Committee regarding this matter in 
due course.   

Extension of the Greenock Cemetery 

Once the vineyard land is reclassified for cemetery purposes and an arrangement has been established with 
the adjoining owner with regard to the future care and management of the vineyards, Council can commence 
a process of removing the vines as needed.  A conservative estimate that in 2029 there will be a requirement 
to extend the Greenock Cemetery into the vineyard area.  It is recommended that the first two rows of vines 
be removed to make way for the extension as recommended. 

Please review the Greenock Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 
(Appendix 3) and the Greenock Cemetery - Steed Licensed Surveyor/Cemeteries Extension Proposal 2019 
(Appendix 12) which include strategically located burial rows,  niche gardens, additional tree plantings and a 
shelter to provide much needed shade and seating. 

 

Photo capturing the designated historic section of the Greenock Cemetery from the vineyard west of the 
Cemetery 

  



Page 79 

 

Light Regional Council – 2019 to 2025 Cemetery Management Plan – October 2019  

13.3 INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES 

 Year Programmed 

Drainage 
Erosion caused by excessive rain events and poor drainage systems is a concern to the 
continued maintenance of roads and walk ways and has the potential to cause grave 
collapses. 
 
It is recommended a drainage plan be developed as a priority before any upgrades to layout 

or road maintenance is undertaken. 

2018/19 

Gardens & surrounds 
Future replacement plantings from the existing gardens are to be replaced with a variety of 
native species that produce flowers, are hardy and are water efficient. 
 
Additionally it is recommended that an active weed spraying program be implemented 
preventing weeds from populating and making the site look untidy. 

 

2018/19 

 

13.4 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

 Year Programmed 

Signposting 
The Cemetery does not have an information sign with “General Information” on it, It is proposed 
that a sign board identifying the row plan, location of niche wall, some historic information of the 
cemetery, where public amenities are located within the township. etc. 
 
Opportunity exists for additional historical information to be displayed at selected areas of 
the Cemetery giving insight to the district and the people who shaped it into what we enjoy 
today. 

 

2019/20 

Shelter and Seating  
There is no seating within the Cemetery, especially for the elderly who frequent the site 
attending to the graves of their loved ones.   
 
It is recommended that a shelter be proposed when planning the extension of the cemetery 
into the vineyard area.   Shelter is important especially during bouts of extreme weather.  A 
shelter area would incorporate the abovementioned Information Board. 

 

2024/25 

Extension into the Vineyard 
Preparation for extension of the cemetery with removal of first two rows of vines. Refer proposed 
Steed Surveyors Concept and Extension Plans.  Include trenching for stormwater, roadways, 
niche rows, tree plantings etc.  

2024/25 
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14. TEMPLERS CEMETERY 

• There are 13 unmarked graves.  It is recommended that Council arrange small markers be produced 
to identify the names of those buried at those sites. 

• There are 30 recorded burials where the burial location is unknown.  For this reason any vacant areas 
with this cemetery is to remain as is.   

• Ground Penetrating Radar survey is requested to assist in identifying the location of unmarked graves 

prior to markers being placed at sites. Estimated cost $8,500 for this process. 

 

14.1 FUTURE MANAGEMENT 

New Graves in Historic Areas  

It is recommended that no new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless 
there is a current Interment Right license over the site.   

It is recommended that the graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity given their historic 
significance. 

Refer to the Templers Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 (Appendix 
4). 

Reuse of Areas and Grave Sites  

It is recommended that no re-use of graves be carried out in the designated historic area of this cemetery.  It 
is recommended that the graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity given their historic 
significance. 

The reuse of specific significant grave sites is generally contrary to the conservation of the cultural significance 
of any historic cemetery. The retention of significant monuments within the cemetery due to their heritage 
value usually precludes reuse of such grave plots, unless the elements of the original monumentation are 
retained, and the new interment is discreetly marked.  

Recommendation 

No new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless there is a 
current Interment Right over the site.   

Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity 
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Land Acquisition for Cemetery Expansion  

There is no plan to expand the cemetery. 

14.2 INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES 

The below proposals are centred around management of the existing grounds as a closed cemetery (ie not 
available for new burials).  
 

 Year Programmed 

Gardens & surrounds 
Native species tubestock has been planted around the perimeter of this cemetery.   
 
Additionally it is recommended that an active weed spraying program be implemented 
preventing weeds from populating and making the site look untidy. 

 

2018/19 

 

14.3 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

 Year Programmed 

Signposting and Information Board 
The Cemetery does not have any signposting identifying the property as the Templers Cemetery 
or an information sign with “General Information” on it, It is proposed that a sign board identifying 
the row plan, location of niche wall, some historic information of the cemetery, where public 
amenities are located within the township. etc. 
 
Opportunity exists for additional historical information to be displayed at selected areas of 
the Cemetery giving insight to the district and the people who shaped it into what we enjoy 
today. 

 

2020/21 

Identification Plaques x 13 
From the findings of the ground penetrating radar survey and/or utilising any historic Council 
plans as a reference have the 13 identification plaques positioned to the sites where there are 
currently no existing memorials  

2020/21 

Site Mapping,  2023/24 

Ground Penetrating Radar Survey 
Identifying historic burials  

2023/24 

Replacement of Gate 
The entrance gate requires upgrade.  Council may however wish to defer placing a new gate 
here until the land acquisition is complete and the entrance into the cemetery is via the new 

private entrance off Horrocks Highway. 

2024/25 
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15. BUCHFELDE CEMETERY 

 

15.1 FUTURE MANAGEMENT 

The below proposals focus on the management of the existing grounds as a predominantly closed cemetery 
(ie not available for new burials unless families hold a current Interment Right to a site).   

New Graves in Historic Areas  

It is recommended that no new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless 
there is a current Interment Right license over the site.    

It is recommended that the graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity given their historic 
significance. 

Refer to the Buchfelde Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 (Appendix 
5). 

Reuse of Areas and Grave Sites  

It is recommended that no re-use of graves be carried out in the designated historic area of this cemetery.   

The reuse of specific significant grave sites is generally contrary to the conservation of the cultural significance 
of any historic cemetery. The retention of significant monuments within the cemetery due to their heritage 
value usually precludes reuse of such grave plots, unless the elements of the original monumentation are 
retained, and the new interment is discreetly marked.  

Recommendation 

No new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless there is a 
current Interment Right over the site.   

Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity 
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15.2 INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES 

 Year Programmed 

Gardens & surrounds 
It is proposed that native species tubestock be planted around the perimeter of this cemetery.   
 
Additionally it is recommended that an active weed spraying program be implemented 
preventing weeds from populating and making the site look untidy. 

 

2020/21 

 

15.3 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

 Year Programmed 

Signposting  
The Cemetery does not have any signposting identifying the property as the Buchfelde 
Cemetery. 

 

2018/19 

Information Board 
It is proposed that a sign board identifying the row plan, some historic information of the 
cemetery, where public amenities are located within the township. etc. is placed at this cemetery. 
 
Opportunity exists for additional historical information to be displayed at selected areas of 
the Cemetery giving insight to the district and the people who shaped it into what we enjoy 
today. 

2020/21 

Ground Penetrating Radar Survey 
Identifying historic burials  

2023/24 

Site Mapping,  2023/24 

Replacement of front fenceline  
The front boundary fenceline along the Two Wells Road requires replacement of wire.  As the 
concrete posts are still in good order these can be retained. 

2023/24 
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16. LOOS CEMETERY 

The below proposals focus on the management of the existing grounds as a predominantly closed cemetery 
(ie not available for new burials unless families hold a current Interment Right to a site).   
 

16.1 FUTURE MANAGEMENT 

There has been some community interest in this small cemetery where administration is considering 
pegging out where future rows to allow for burials to occur if the community seeks to utilise this cemetery. 

New Graves in Historic Areas  

It is recommended that no new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless 
there is a current Interment Right license over the site.  All unmarked graves have a small plaque identifying 
the names of the burials.  It is recommended that the graves in the designated historic area be retained in 
perpetuity given their historic significance. 

Refer to the Loos Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 (Appendix 6). 

Reuse of Areas and Grave Sites  

It is recommended that no re-use of graves be carried out in the designated historic area of this cemetery.   

The reuse of specific significant grave sites is generally contrary to the conservation of the cultural significance 
of any historic cemetery. The retention of significant monuments within the cemetery due to their heritage 
value usually precludes reuse of such grave plots, unless the elements of the original monumentation are 
retained, and the new interment is discreetly marked.  

The following recommendations are made in the Loos Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage 
Assessment and Advice 2019 (Appendix 6). 



Page 85 

 

Light Regional Council – 2019 to 2025 Cemetery Management Plan – October 2019  

Recommendation 

No new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless there is a 
current Interment Right over the site.   

Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity 
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16.2 INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES 

 Year Programmed 

Gardens & surrounds 
It is proposed that native species tubestock be planted around the perimeter of this cemetery.   
 
Additionally it is recommended that an active weed spraying program be implemented 
preventing weeds from populating and making the site look untidy. 

 

2021/22 

 

16.3 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

 Year Programmed 

Signposting  
The Cemetery does not have any signposting identifying the property as the Loos Cemetery. 

 

2018/19 

Information Board 
It is proposed that a sign board identifying the row plan, some historic information of the 
cemetery, where public amenities are located within the township. etc. is placed at this cemetery. 
 
Opportunity exists for additional historical information to be displayed at selected areas of 
the Cemetery giving insight to the district and the people who shaped it into what we enjoy 
today. 

2022/23 

Identification Plaques x 5 
Placement of the 5 identification plaques to the sites where there are currently no existing 
memorials 

2020/21 

Site Mapping 2022/23 

Ground Penetrating Radar Survey 
Identifying historic burials  

2022/23 

New fencing part western boundary  
There is no fenceline for approximately 150 metres along the western boundary.  

The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 require that a cemetery be securely fenced 
at all times  

2023/24 

 

 

Loos Cemetery requiring signposting and western boundary fencing 
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17. KANGAROO FLAT CEMETERY 

The below proposals focus on the management of the existing grounds as a predominantly closed cemetery 
(ie not available for new burials unless families hold a current Interment Right to a site).   
 

17.1 FUTURE MANAGEMENT 

New Graves in Historic Areas  

It is recommended that no new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless 
there is a current Interment Right license over the site.   

It is recommended that the graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity given their historic 
significance. 

Refer to the Kangaroo Flat Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 
(Appendix 7). 

Reuse of Areas and Grave Sites  

It is recommended that no re-use of graves be carried out in the designated historic area of this cemetery.   

The reuse of specific significant grave sites is generally contrary to the conservation of the cultural significance 
of any historic cemetery. The retention of significant monuments within the cemetery due to their heritage 
value usually precludes reuse of such grave plots, unless the elements of the original monumentation are 
retained, and the new interment is discreetly marked.  

Recommendation 

No new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless there is a 
current Interment Right over the site.   

Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity 
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Structural Soundness of the Chapel Building 

At the time of preparing this Management Plan, Council’s Environmental Health Officer reported his 
observations and recommendations concerning the Chapel building’s structural soundness and the 
infestation of pigeons inhabiting the roof space and rafters.   
 
Observation by Environmental Health Officer on 6 February 2018 

The church currently does not have any windows or doors allowing free and unrestricted access by the public 
and all fauna, the church currently has a serious infestation of pigeons that are inhabiting the roof space and 
rafters in the dwelling which is collapsing under the weight of pigeon excrement.  

There is a large quantity of pigeon excrement on the floor of the church, pigeons are typically disease carrying 
birds and the infestation at the church may  result in bird mites inhabiting the roosting space . 

There is also significant odour issues at the church.  

 

Ceiling timbers collapsing under the weight of the 
pigeon excrement 

Floor covered approximately 5 inches deep 
in pigeon extrement, with fallen ceiling 
timbers.  The doorway and windows are 
open preventing access into the building 
making this a safety issue.  

Recommendations: 

1. Erect signposting at the Kangaroo Flat Cemetery property warning the public of the potential 
public health risk;  

2. Secure the building to prevent access from the public, birds or other fauna; and 

3. Undertake a structural assessment of the building. 
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17.2 INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES 

 Year Programmed 

Structural Assessment of the Chapel 2019/20 

Gardens & surrounds 
It is proposed that native species tubestock be planted around the perimeter of this cemetery.   
 
Additionally it is recommended that an active weed spraying program be implemented 
preventing weeds from populating and making the site look untidy. 

2021/22 

Renovation of the entrance gates 
The entrance into this cemetery is via the corner gateway situated at Lucas and Hogbens Roads. 
It is proposed that the gates be renovated by painting or powder coating and be rehung so they 
open/close properly using the unique latch. 

2022/23 

Renewal of existing fenceline 
The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 require that a cemetery be securely fenced at all times 

The boundary fenceline requires replacement.  The concrete posts are still serviceable but will 
require re-establishing into the ground with new wiring strung to the Lucas Road and Hogbens 
Road boundary fenceline. 

2022/23 

 

17.3 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

 Year Programmed 

Signposting  
The Cemetery does not have any signposting identifying the property as the Kangaroo Flat 
Cemetery. 

2018/19 

Information Board 
It is proposed that a sign board identifying the row plan, some historic information of the 
cemetery, where public amenities are located within the township. etc. is placed at this cemetery. 
 
Opportunity exists for additional historical information to be displayed at selected areas of 
the Cemetery giving insight to the district and the people who shaped it into what we enjoy 
today. 

2022/23 

Identification Plaques x 2 
Placement of the 2 identification plaques to the sites where there are currently no existing 
memorials  

2020/21 

Ground Penetrating Radar Survey 
Identifying location of historic burials  

2023/24 

Site Mapping  2023/24 
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18. MAGDALA CEMETERY 

The below proposals focus on the management of the existing grounds as a predominantly closed 
cemetery. 
 
This cemetery was impacted by the Pinery Fire.  As a result of the damage to fencing, trees and some 
historic headstones Council’s insurance covered the cost of replacement of boundary fencing (after 
surveyors carried out boundary re-alignment), burnt trees having become unstable were cut down with new 
tube stock planted at the northern and eastern perimeter.  Damaged headstones were renovated by a 
qualified monumental mason.   
 
As a result of the recent works undertaken, this cemetery requires continual maintenance. 
 

18.1 FUTURE MANAGEMENT 

There has been some community interest in this small cemetery where administration has pegged out a 
small number of plots pending future interest from the community.  

New Graves in Historic Areas  

It is recommended that no new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless 
there is a current Interment Right license over the site.  All unmarked graves have a small plaque identifying 
the names of the burials.  It is recommended that the graves in the designated historic area be retained in 
perpetuity given their historic significance. 

Refer to the Magdala Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 (Appendix 
8). 

Reuse of Areas and Grave Sites  

It is recommended that no re-use of graves be carried out in the designated historic area of this cemetery.  
All unmarked graves have a small plaque identifying the names of the burials.  It is recommended that the 
graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity given their historic significance. 

The reuse of specific significant grave sites is generally contrary to the conservation of the cultural significance 
of any historic cemetery. The retention of significant monuments within the cemetery due to their heritage 
value usually precludes reuse of such grave plots, unless the elements of the original monumentation are 
retained, and the new interment is discreetly marked.  

 

Recommendation 
 
No new graves be constructed in the designated historic 
area of this cemetery unless there is a current Interment 
Right over the site.   

Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in 

perpetuityThat Council note the following  
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18.2 INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES 

 Year Programmed 

Gardens & surrounds 
Native species tubestock has been planted around the perimeter of this cemetery.   
 
Remove the two unstable pinetrees previously impacted by the Pinery Fire situated near the 
Roennfeldt Road fenceline.  
 
Additionally it is recommended that an active weed spraying program be implemented 
preventing weeds from populating and making the site look untidy. 

 

2019/20 

 

18.3 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

 Year Programmed 

Identification Plaques – 23  
23 plaques will be placed at the cemetery to identify the location of unmarked burials including 
children’s graves 

2018/19 

Completed May 
2019 

Site Mapping 2023/24 
 
 

 

The Customer Action Team (CAT) installing the small plaques to identify previously unmarked gravesites at 

the Magdala Cemetery in March 2019  
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19. SCHOENFELD CEMETERY 

The below proposals focus on the management of the existing grounds as a predominantly closed 
cemetery. 
 

19.1 FUTURE MANAGEMENT 

This cemetery is quite unique hidden in amongst thick undergrowth of native plant species and evasive 
agave plants.  In 2015 select spray management commenced by the Natural Resources Management 
Board (NRM) to mainly target the large agaves, olive trees, as well as cutting back of dead trees and 
branches.   Taking the necessary time to delicately remove unwanted plants whilst preserving the rare 
native species is paying dividends.  Slowly the beautiful historic headstones are shining through the once 
dense scrub where administration will be in a position to safely audit the headstones and ground evidence 
of unmarked gravesites. 
 
Yearly select spraying by the Natural Resources Management (NRM) Board should continue over the next 
four years to eradicate the young aloe and red poker plants but retain the native plant species so important 
to the local area.   
 
This cemetery should retain its unique qualities perhaps with the addition of internal narrow pathways, 
boundary fencing and front signposting.  The perimeter trees, shrubs should be retained to keep the 
cemetery private. 

New Graves in Historic Areas  

It is recommended that no new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery.  It is 
recommended that the graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuity given their historic 
significance. 

Refer to the Schoenfeld Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 (Appendix 
9). 

Recommendation 

No new graves be constructed in the designated historic area of this cemetery unless there is a 
current Interment Right over the site.   

Any graves in the designated historic area be retained in perpetuityThat Council note the following  

No new burials are anticipated in the existing Schoenfeld Cemetery, as new monumentation would 

compromise the historic character of the designated area, and many apparently vacant plots do contain 

burials. Refer Figure 3 of the 2019 Schoenfeld Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Report) 
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19.2 INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES 

 Year Programmed 

Weed management 
Yearly NRM Board select spray and weed management 

2018/19 - 
Ongoing 

Gravel pathways 
Narrow internal pathways  

2022/23 

 

19.3 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE  

 Year Programmed 

Signposting 
The Cemetery does not have any signposting identifying the property as the Schoenfeld 
Cemetery. 

2019/20 

Site Mapping 2021/22 

Boundary fenceline and entrance gate 
The Burial and Cremations Regulations 2014 require that a cemetery be securely fenced 
at all times 

2023/24 

 

 

One of the historic slate headstones depicting German inscription partly hidden beneath the dense 

undergrowth and fallen branches at Schoenfeld Cemetery.  Continued  selective weeding and  fallen debris 

removal is revealing a truly unique cemetery. 
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APPENDICES 1 to 12 

 

Appendix 1 - Kapunda Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 

Appendix 2 - Freeling Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 

Appendix 3 - Greenock Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 

Appendix 4 - Templers Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 

Appendix 5 - Buchfelde Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 

Appendix 6 - Loos Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 

Appendix 7 - Kangaroo Flat Cemetery - Grieve Gillett Andersen Heritage Assessment and Advice 2019 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The Kapunda Cemetery is one of nine Council owned public cemeteries within the Light 
Regional Council. This report is intended to supplement the information collated in the 
Light Regional Council Cemeteries Management Plan, 2019-2025, and is presented as an 
Appendix to the CMP. 

This document and recommendations contained within it have been prepared cognisant 
of the principles and processes of The Burra Charter, and best practice heritage 
management principles. Where appropriate, other guiding documents have been referred 
to. 

 

2. STATUTORY FRAMEWORK 
The Kapunda Cemetery is listed as Local Heritage Places in the Light Regional Council 
Development Plan, having been assessed as part of the Light Heritage Survey by 
McDougall and Vines in 2004. Its heritage value is discussed in more detail in section 5 of 
this document. 

Currently, the erection of new memorials does not follow a process whereby a 
development application is lodged with the Light Regional Council, and the application 
assessed by Council’s planning team; however a Development Application is normally 
required for any works to a Local Heritage Place that involve: 

“the demolition, removal, conversion, alteration of, or addition to, the place, or any other 
work (not including painting but including, in the case of a tree, any tree damaging 
activity) that could materially affect the heritage value of the place”. 

As well as obtaining Development Approval for new interments, approval should typically 
be sought for any of the following tasks: 

- Planting and landscaping works, including tree removal; 

- Cleaning of memorials; 

- Reinstatement / repair of memorial components including masonry, lead lettering, 
cast iron railings and other details; 

- Reinstatement of concrete surrounds and plinths. 

Council’s Development Plan states that “Development of a … local heritage place should 
retain those elements contributing to its heritage value, which may include (but not be 
limited to): 

- Important vistas and views to and from the place 

- Setting and setbacks 

- Trees and other landscaping elements” 

The recommendations in this document are intended to assist in the best practice 
management of the heritage values of the cemeteries, and ensure that the current 
process can be maintained, and a formal development application process will not be 
necessary. 

In addition, Council’s Heritage Adviser is available on a regular basis to provide advice to 
Council staff, community members and local groups regarding works and maintenance to 
any items within the Local Heritage listed cemeteries. 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE PLACE 
The Kapunda Cemetery is the largest of the Council managed cemeteries in the region, 
and is still in active use. It contains the most varied collection of memorial types, 
comprising marble, granite, slate, and sandstone. The grave sites are also quite mixed in 
terms of dates, with newer memorials interspersed with older sites. 

Cast iron surrounds to grave plots are common, as well as concrete plinths. Kapunda 
Cemetery also retains the early marble gate posts and cast iron gates denoting the 
original entry to the cemetery. 

 
Figure 1: General view of Kapunda Cemetery (2018) 

 
Figure 2: Aerial image indicating location of Kapunda Cemetery (2018)  



 
 
 
 
 KAPUNDA CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\KAPUNDA CEMETERY.DOCX P 3 / 15 

4. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

4.1. GENERAL DISTRICT 
The Barossa Valley was explored and named by Surveyor-General William Light in 1837 and 
surveyed in 1839.  One of its first European residents was Johannes Menge, the solitary and 
eccentric German amateur geologist who established an experimental farm at Jacobs 
Creek in about 1839, planting the first grapevines in the valley.  This came to nothing in the 
short term, but Menge later played an important role in promoting the valley and 
encouraging German immigrants to settle there.   
Significant German settlement in South Australia began in 1838 with the arrival of an 
organised and sponsored group of Lutheran farmers under the leadership of Pastor Kavel.  
They established first Klemzig, now in the Adelaide suburbs, Hahndorf in the Adelaide hills, 
and then Bethanien (Bethany) in the Barossa in 1842.  More ships arrived, and in the 1840s 
German settlement spread outwards to Langmeil, Tanunda, Hoffnungsthal, Neu 
Mecklenburg, Rosenthal (Rosedale) and Buchfelde near Gawler.   
The majority of German immigrants were Lutheran, and tended to settle together as a 
tight-knit group, but the community was by no means homogeneous.  Many Lutheran 
congregations were given to disagreements about doctrine, which often led to a split, 
resulting in a small community having two rival Lutheran churches. (Proeve 1992, p. 81) 
There were other religious groups such as Moravians and Wends who tended to mingle 
with the Lutherans, and were eventually absorbed into them.  These were the people who 
formed the rural farming communities.  But there were also German Catholics and Jews 
who found they had little in common with the rural Lutheran group, and tended to live in 
urban areas, and to a great extent become integrated into mainstream society. 
(Harmstorf 2001, p. 224)   
Settlement was slow at first.  The colony's population was small, the land was in drought 
throughout the 1840s, and the economy was struggling.  One bright spot was the opening 
of copper mines at Kapunda in 1844 and Burra in 1845, creating employment and wealth.  
It was the 1850s when rural settlement took off.  The seasons were good, wool, wheat and 
copper prices were high, the Victorian gold rushes meant that the banks could offer 
abundant credit to farmers, and the gold miners also created a market for South 
Australian flour, supplied by paddle steamers on the River Murray.  Wheat farms expanded 
north from Adelaide, and flour mills were being built in the new towns.   
Freeling, Greenock, Kangaroo Flat and Templers all had their origins in this burst of 
prosperity, as the wheat frontier spread north.  Kapunda and Greenock had more complex 
economies, being industrial as well as agricultural towns.  The farmers who took part in the 
northern expansion were a mixture of British and German ancestry.   
Of the communities who created these nine cemeteries, the settlers of Kapunda, 
Kangaroo Flat and Templers were predominantly (although not exclusively) descended 
from people from the British Isles.  Kapunda has a civic cemetery, and Kangaroo Flat and 
Templers cemeteries were both beside Methodist chapels.  The other six were in 
communities with a majority or at least significantly large German population, and Loos, 
Magdala, Schoenfeld and Greenock were all associated with Lutheran chapels or churches, 
all of them except Greenock now demolished.  Freeling was a civic cemetery, and 
Buchfelde was almost a private cemetery for a small group of prominent German families.   
Cemeteries in urban areas were usually well-managed, either by the local council or a 
committee of trustees.  The funeral of a prominent person was a major event with a street 
procession, sometimes attended by thousands of people.  But rural cemeteries were often 
under much looser management.  They were usually on land donated by a farmer, with a 
group of local farmers acting as trustees.  Rural areas very rarely had a local undertaker.  
Funerals were small private affairs, carried out by the family and friends of the deceased.  
Often there was no plan of the cemetery, and no register of burials; that information was 
not required by law to be recorded, and was simply kept in the memories of the 
community.    
Better management was enforced by the Cemeteries Act 1865, which required cemeteries 
to be registered, managed by a formally appointed board of trustees, who were required 
to keep written records of burials and their locations.   
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But in many places there was little compliance with these rules.  In 1872 the South 
Australian government published a list of all the cemeteries in South Australia. ("Return of 
Public Cemeteries" SAPP 119/1872)  It recorded 235 cemeteries, metropolitan and rural, 
public and denominational.  Of those, only three of these nine cemeteries in Light - 
Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling - are listed.  (There is also one simply listed as a "German" 
cemetery, with no location given.)  This shows us that the government still had very poor 
records of where and when burials were taking place, and had completely lost track of 
small rural cemeteries. (Nicol 1994, pp. 434-439)   
When dealing with historic cemeteries, it is wise to assume that there are far more grave 
sites present than there are visible monuments.  The Magdala cemetery has only about six 
substantial grave monuments, but Incomplete records list about 50 burials there between 
1887 and 1943.  That is not an unusual ratio.  Where an accurate burial register exists for a 
historic cemetery, and we compare the number of surviving monuments with the number 
of people known to have been buried, we often find the existing monuments only account 
for perhaps about one-eighth of the burials that have taken place.  While this ratio of 
monuments to burials may seem low, it is not unusual for a large proportion of the burials 
in a historic cemetery to be unmarked, for a variety of reasons.  A substantial number of 
graves would have been unmarked even at the time; these would include for example the 
graves of the very poor, of stillborn babies, unidentified people found dead, suicides and 
many inmates of hospitals, and of course the graves of people who simply did not believe 
in spending money on monuments.  Erection of a monument generally occurred when the 
dead person was a valued member of a local family or community group who had a 
cultural tradition of erecting monuments to their dead, and the financial resources to do 
so; that by no means describes everyone buried in rural cemeteries.  In any society, 
particularly a transient pioneer society in its early decades, a significant proportion of the 
people buried were far from home, destitute and sometimes anonymous.   
 

4.2. KAPUNDA CEMETERY 
In 1842, copper ore was discovered on unoccupied land near the River Light.  Neighbouring 
graziers Charles Bagot and Francis Dutton combined to take up the land freehold.  Copper 
samples sent to Wales proved encouraging, and they employed a team of Cornish miners 
and commenced copper mining in 1844.  It was the first significant find of copper ore in 
Australia, and the first copper mine to go into production.  It was also very successful; 
Kapunda became the first mine in Australia to operate at a profit.   
Kapunda quickly became a thriving and wealthy town.  The Gawler railway was extended 
north to Kapunda in 1860.  The mines closed in 1877 because of a worldwide copper price 
fall, and were demolished by 1879.  However, by that time Kapunda had become the centre 
of a prosperous grazing and wheat-growing district, a railway hub with several foundries 
and agricultural implement factories.  Its prosperity extended into the twentieth century, 
when it became the home of leading beef producer Sydney Kidman. 
Small cemeteries were in use beside the Wesleyan, Anglican and Catholic churches from 
the 1840s onward.  In 1867 the District Council took up land out of town beside the Tarlee 
Road and established this larger cemetery for the whole community. The gates were 
constructed around 1900, and a mortuary chapel built on the central axis of the cemetery, 
however this building no longer exists. 

5. HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

5.1. PREVIOUS ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The 2004 Heritage Survey by McDougall and Vines identified the Kapunda Cemetery as 
being of Local Heritage value, meeting the following criteria of the Development Act 1993: 

a) Kapunda Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area as it is a continuous record of the district’s population 
since the late 1860s; 



 
 
 
 
 KAPUNDA CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\KAPUNDA CEMETERY.DOCX P 5 / 15 

d) it displays aesthetic merit design characteristics or construction techniques of 
significance to the local area as it is a repository of excellent examples of 
monumental masons' work. The gateposts are also notable for their massive 
sculptural quality. 

5.2. REVIEW OF HERITAGE VALUE ASSESSMENT 

In the context of the nine cemeteries within the Light Council area, the Kapunda Cemetery 
is the largest and most diverse in the district. 

The following updated assessment of significance is provided: 

a) The Kapunda Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, representing the establishment and ongoing use of the largest 
public cemetery in the district; 

d) The Kapunda Cemetery displays aesthetic merit of significance to the local area as it 
retains a number of notable examples of early grave headstones, displaying high quality 
materials including Carrara marble, slate, and granite, and the marble gate posts are also 
notable features; 

It is considered that Kapunda Cemetery also meets the following criterion: 

b) It represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area through 
the collection of high-quality memorials indicating the importance of the burial 
process and memorial quality, and providing a memorial to members of the 
community of some importance; 

5.3. REVISED EXTENT OF LISTING / DESCRIPTION 

The current extent of listing (based on the Heritage Survey assessment sheet) reads “The 
full extent of the cemetery reserve and all notable headstones, grave sites, structures and 
planting.” 

On site evidence of burials ranges from very intact sites, to little visual evidence. The 
cemetery plan prepared by Light Regional Council indicates where sites have recorded 
burials 

There is no clearly definable historic area within the Kapunda Cemetery, as graves of varying 
dates are interspersed with each other. The current extent of listing is considered 
appropriate, with the newer area at the western end of the cemetery clearly defined as the 
appropriate location for new burials. It is also understood a proposal for expansion is being 
considered. 

Regarding the potential reuse of vacant grave sites in the main cemetery, adjacent to 
historic graves, it is proposed that a date cut off of pre World War Two (1939 and earlier) be 
used to define ‘historic’ graves, both in relation to the State’s history, and as that timeframe 
covers eras where monumentation was an artform in its own right, displaying fine examples 
of intricate carving techniques, ornate lead lettering, and monumentation that reflected 
prevailing architectural styles, such as Art Deco. These memorials should be retained in 
perpetuity and protected from future re-use of the site. 

This will give some certainty regarding specific sites, and the date can be reviewed at the 
end of the Management Plan time frame, as required. 
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Figure 3: Extent of Kapunda Cemetery (2018) 

 

6. CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
These Conservation Policies has been prepared to assist in the future management and 
development of the cemetery, and is informed by the revised assessment of heritage value. 
They are divided into headings to clearly identify do’s and don’t’s for actions within the 
cemetery. 

Some tasks should only be undertaken by qualified professionals, due to the specialist nature 
of the work. Contact the Monumental Masons Association of South Australia for a list of 
qualified monumental masons.  Council has a Cemetery Memorials Policy which outlines the 
conditions and documentation required to be provided by monumental masons prior to any 
standard application for memorials work is approved. 

6.1. GENERAL 

- Do as much as is necessary but as little as possible; 

- Retain original fabric; 

- Retain natural patinas and evidence of age on monumentation; 

- Keep records of all works; 

- Train Cemetery staff in works that may affect the heritage value of the place. 
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6.2. NEW BURIALS - SITING 

For new burials that are to occur at the Kapunda Cemetery, the following guidelines should 
be followed: 

- New grave sites should continue the orientation of the graves within that row; 

- Siting of new grave sites outside of existing rows should allow for sufficient access 
around the perimeter of the grave, and to adjacent graves. 

6.3. NEW BURIALS – DESIGN 

- New headstones should comply with the below matrix, meeting four of the five first 
items to ensure an appropriate outcome: 

CHECKLIST ITEM EXISTING IN 
AREA 

PROPOSED ACCEPTABLE 
(y/n) 

SIZE 

- Height 

- Width 

- Length 

   

FORM 

- Massing of elements 

- Bulk 

- Shapes incorporated 

   

MATERIALS 

- Patination 

- Texture 

- Colour range within 
each type of stone 

   

FINISH 

- Degree of finishing 
of stones 

- How is stone or other 
material sourced and 
worked 

   

EMBELLISHMENTS 

- Lettering colour and 
style 

- Photos, plaques 

- Symbols, carvings 

   

GRAVE FURNITURE 

- Location 

- Fixed or not fixed 

   

OTHER ELEMENTS    

 
SIZE 

 Monuments vary widely in height and other dimensions. The existing size and height of 
monuments within the immediate locality will determine the appropriate height, width, 
length and dimensions of the proposed monument form. Consistency is expected with 
the predominant size. 

FORM 
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 Monuments can range in form from simple headstones to more complicated canopy 
graves. The general form of the monuments existing in the immediate locality should be 
considered. and new monuments should accord with the predominant existing character 
in terms of form.  

MATERIALS 

Most monuments are of stone, usually granite, marble or sandstone. The predominant 
existing materials within each area will be defined by the Heritage Adviser and new 
monuments should accord to an acceptable degree with the existing. 

FINISH 

 Monumental masons can provide a range of finished stones. The appropriate level of 
finish will be related to the predominant type of finish within the immediate context. 

The following definitions are provided for the particular types of finish. 

− Honed - a honed finish to stone is a matt finish, not highly polished. The stone has a 
very smooth surface, imparted by a hand or mechanical rubbing process. A honed 
finish is smooth and shows the full colour of the stone without reflection. 

− Sawn - provides a coarse and even textured finish. 

− Rustic - is a split rock surface achieved by using a mason's pitcher. The effect is a 
coarse rock finish. 

− Axed - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw and by a handmason using 
a broad face chisel. Bevels are further worked using the same process. This provides 
a slightly more irregular finish than a sawn finish. 

− Punched - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw. Surfaces are further 
worked by a mason using variable pointed punches to achieve a fine textured finish. 

− Polished - stone is sawn and polished using a variety of automated and hand 
polishing machines. Various grades of diamond polishing heads are used to achieve 
the final finish required. 

 

EMBELLISHMENT AND DETAIL 

The most appropriate style and colour of lettering will be determined by the form, 
materials and finish of the monument, and the predominance of existing lettering forms 
and colour in the area. Lettering can be black leaded, black painted, or incised. Gold 
lettering is usually the least appropriate. 

Photos, plaques, symbols and carvings should be considered in the context of the 
monument type and existing character of the area. 

GRAVE FURNITURE 

 New graves often have fixed vases or other elements which may or may not be fixed to 
the grave. The appropriateness of these will be determined in accordance with the type 
of monument and the character existing in the immediate locality. 

6.4. EXISTING BURIAL SITES 

- Sites with no physical remnants of memorials or plot surrounds should be identified with 
a marker as per Council’s proposal of a small chamfered top post with engraved 
plaque; 
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Figure 4, 5: Markers should be installed where little visible evidence remains or inscriptions are not legible 
(example plaques at Greenock) 

 
- Additional plaques desired to be added to memorials (for example recognising an 

anniversary event) should be located remotely from the headstone; 

 
Figure 6: Separate plaques to provide additional information or commemorate events or people 

 

6.5. CONSERVATION WORKS 

6.5.1 Carrara / Angaston Marble: 
- Repair of damaged pieces – broken pieces can be fixed to a secondary base (slate, stone, 

and concrete are all options) which is placed on the ground but packed up slightly at 
one end to ensure water runoff. 

    
Figure 7, 8, 9: Marble Headstones are in varied condition 

- Cleaning guidelines 

CLEANING MARBLE MONUMENTS 
1. Protect elements of the monument that aren’t to be cleaned and adjacent monuments by taping 

plastic sheeting in place. Divert run-off away from monuments. Avoid overspray or splash. 
2. Wash down the marble headstone with medium to high pressure tap water. Use low pressure in the 

vicinity of lead lettering. Do not use scrubbing brushes or abrasives. 
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3. Leave the headstone to dry. 
4. Prepare solution of a biocide based on a quaternary ammonium compound. “Wet & Forget” moss 

and mould remover is recommended. The solution should be 2% i.e. 2mL of biocide in 1 litre of 
clean potable water. Do not add anything else; things like detergent, bleach or acids will damage the 
surface of the marble. 

5. Re-moisten the marble. Apply biocide solution by spray or soft brush. Avoid brushing if smearing or 
smudging occurs. Do not brush near lead lettering as it may loosen the lead. Leave the solution on 
the marble, do not rinse. 

6. Leave for four weeks. 
7. Protect the monument and adjacent monuments as described in step 1 above. 
8. Lightly brush down the marble headstone with a soft-bristled brush. Soft plastic or wooden scrapers 

can also be used. Do not brush near lead letters. After brushing, rinse the marble headstone with 
clean, potable water at tap pressure. Further brushing can be undertaken on stubborn growths but 
stop if smearing or smudging occurs. 

9. After rinsing apply another biocide solution in accordance with step 4 above. 

Note: Do not undertake cleaning on a windy day or if there is a likelihood of rain that day and preferably 
no likelihood of rain for a few days. 
Safety Requirements: Wear goggles, gloves and protective clothing and follow biocide manufacturer’s 
written recommendations and instructions. 

- Replacement of items beyond repair or missing – replacement of decayed marble 
headstones should be to match the original material where possible. The replacement 
memorial should be assessed using the process outlined in 6.3; in addition detailed 
photographs should be taken to record the existing memorial before its removal. 

These points also apply to the marble gate pillars. 

  
Figure 11, 12: Kapunda marble gate pillars are in good condition 
6.5.2 Slate 

- Delamination of slate is difficult to address, particularly when an advanced stage; options 
to consider are as follows: 

o Leave as is and provide a copy of the inscription text on a plaque adjacent the 
site; 

o Engage a specialist contractor to have the headstone removed and laid flat on 
a compacted rubble base on a slight slope, to prevent further breakage (this 
should be done by a qualified professional); 

o Engage a specialist contractor to construct a brace for the headstone, 
undertake consolidation works, or both. 
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Figure 9, 10: Slate memorials are in fair to poor condition  

6.5.3 Granite 
- Granite can be cleaned with a water and a soft bristle brush, or weak biocide mix  

- Lettering should be repaired or reinstated as per section 6.5.6, below. 

  
Figure 11: Examples of organic growth to granite memorials, loss of lettering 

6.5.4 Sandstone 
- Repairs should only be undertaken by a professional contractor – consolidation of 

sandstone may be attempted but will not be a guaranteed fix for deteriorated 
stone. 

   
Figure 12, 13, 14: Sandstone erosion and weathering 

6.5.5 Lead incised lettering 

- Repairs to lead lettering should only be conducted by a professional contractor; 

- Loose or dislodged pieces should be collected and placed in a location where they can be 
accessed when repairs are possible; 

- A transcription of the text should ideally be made and retained in Council records to 
ensure replacement text can be accurately replicated. 
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Figure 15, 16:  missing and damaged lead lettering  

6.5.6 Other lettering types 

- Other types of lettering demonstrate wear and weathering and should be reinstated 
/ repaired and cleaned only by professional contractors after investigation of the 
type of lettering and most appropriate methodology to repair. 

  
Figure 17: Example of carved lettering displaying wear and effects of weathering, lichen growth 

6.5.7 Concrete, stone and tile floors 

- Broken concrete floors should be removed and replaced with new concrete, 
ensuring a foam bondbreaker strip is installed between the concrete and any 
historic fabric, and the level of the concrete is the same or lower than the removed 
slab; in addition Brighton Lite cement should be used, as it has a lower salt content 
than standard cement, and produces a more appropriate colour concrete; 

- Tiled surfaces and granite or marble panels should be repaired or replaced to match 
the original finish where possible; 

- Alternatively, the area surrounding the headstone or within a site can be filled with a 
compacted gravel or aggregate, or even compacted earth. 

- Concrete, brick  and stone perimeters should also be repaired and realigned to 
prevent further deterioration and loss of material. 
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Figure 18, 19, 20, 21: Broken and damaged concrete slabs 

6.5.8 Leaning memorials 

- Options for consideration: (all to be undertaken by professional contractor) 

Lay flat on masonry plinth to prevent breakage / further damage; 

Temporary propping; 

Stabilise by underpinning and reinstating on level ground. 

   
Figure 22, 23: Propping of leaning memorials required to prevent damage 
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6.5.9 Cast Iron: 

- Cast iron work does not require cleaning; 

- Maintain cast iron elements by applying 50% fish oil / 50% mineral turpentine mix: 

TREATING CAST IRON RAILINGS WITH A FISH OIL SOLUTION 

1. Clean any debris, leaves or dirt away from the base of ironwork. 
2. Place and tape drop sheets around the base, blocks and kerbs of the monument. 
3. Remove dirt, flaking paint and loose rust with a soft bristle brush (hair, nylon or similar). Use of wire 

brushes is not desirable as they will leave metal filings on surrounding stonework that will corrode and 
discolour the stone. A light brush is all that is needed. Do not try to rub the ironwork back. 

4. Wash the ironwork down with damp rags soaked in mineral turps. Washing is important as it removes any 
remaining metal particles which would otherwise promote corrosion. 
Allow the washed railings to dry before commencing any applications of fish oil solution. 
Do not apply fish oil solution to wet or damp surfaces, in wet weather, or when the surface 
temperature is below 10°C. 

5. Coat the ironwork with Wattyl Killrust Fishoilene diluted with an equal amount of mineral turps and 
applied with a brush. Work well into cracks and crevices. Use drop sheets to protect surrounding stones, 
kerbs and blocks from drops and splashes. Should any significant spills occur, cloth drop sheets should be 
soaked in water to avoid the risk of self-ignition. Plastic drop sheets may be a better option. The coating 
dries very slowly (48 hours) and so dry and still weather is desirable to avoid excessive accumulation of 
dust on the tacky surface. 
Notes: 
The slow deterioration of ironwork can be impeded and the appearance of the ironwork improved by 
coating with fish-oil. 
The fish-oil coating will be dark and glossy initially but will turn matt and gradually degrade and eventually 
wear off. However, in doing so it will not trap moisture against the metal which is the risk with paints. 
Thus, although the fish-oil will eventually require replacement, any failure to replace in good time will 
have no deleterious effect. 
Ironwork should not be sandblasted or subjected to similar aggressive “cleaning” methods. 
Safety Requirements: 
Read and ensure you understand the information on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for 
Fishoilene and Mineral Turpentine. Follow the recommendations on the attached Material Safety Data 
Sheets for Fishoilene and Mineral Turpentine. 
Wear protective clothing including protective footwear, overalls, gloves, eye goggles and face mask. 

- Broken cast iron elements should be retained at their site for future reinstatement 
or to allow patterns to be replicated. 

    
Figure 24, 25, 26: Cast iron railings and gates generally in good condition at Kapunda Cemetery 
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6.6. SITE WORKS 

- Tree roots causing damage to sites should be reviewed and removal of the tree or 
vegetation considered – whilst some of the established trees contribute to the heritage 
value of the cemetery, the preservation of grave sites and memorials should take 
precedence. Replacement planting may be appropriate in slightly different locations;   

  
Figure 27, 28: damage to grave sites through tree roots and overgrown vegetation 

- The gates to the cemetery are considered a component of significance, and should be 
retained and conserved; 

  
Figure 29, 30: The gates are part of the fabric of heritage value  

- The avenue of eucalypts and olive perimeter hedging is of heritage value and should be 
retained and maintained: 

  
Figure 31: Avenue of eucalypts and olive hedging 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The Freeling Cemetery is one of nine Council owned public cemeteries within the Light Regional 
Council. This report is intended to supplement the information collated in the Light Regional 
Council Cemeteries Management Plan, 2019-2025, and is presented as an Appendix to the CMP. 

This document and recommendations contained within it have been prepared cognisant of the 
principles and processes of The Burra Charter, and best practice heritage management 
principles. Where appropriate, other guiding documents have been referred to. 

 

2. STATUTORY FRAMEWORK 
The Freeling Cemetery is listed as Local Heritage Places in the Light Regional Council 
Development Plan, having been assessed as part of the Light Heritage Survey by McDougall and 
Vines in 2004. Its heritage value is discussed in more detail in section 5 of this document. 

Currently, the erection of new memorials does not follow a process whereby a development 
application is lodged with the Light Regional Council, and the application assessed by Council’s 
planning team; however a Development Application is normally required for any works to a Local 
Heritage Place that involve: 

“the demolition, removal, conversion, alteration of, or addition to, the place, or any other work 
(not including painting but including, in the case of a tree, any tree damaging activity) that 
could materially affect the heritage value of the place”. 

As well as obtaining Development Approval for new interments, approval should typically be 
sought for any of the following tasks: 

- Planting and landscaping works, including tree removal; 

- Cleaning of memorials; 

- Reinstatement / repair of memorial components including masonry, lead lettering, cast 
iron railings and other details; 

- Reinstatement of concrete surrounds and plinths. 

Council’s Development Plan states that “Development of a … local heritage place should retain 
those elements contributing to its heritage value, which may include (but not be limited to): 

- Important vistas and views to and from the place 

- Setting and setbacks 

- Trees and other landscaping elements” 

The recommendations in this document are intended to assist in the best practice management 
of the heritage values of the cemeteries, and ensure that the current process can be 
maintained, and a formal development application process will not be necessary. 

In addition, Council’s Heritage Adviser is available on a regular basis to provide advice to Council 
staff, community members and local groups regarding works and maintenance to any items 
within the Local Heritage listed cemeteries. 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE PLACE 
The Freeling Cemetery is one of the larger cemeteries in the Council area and has continued in 
use since its establishment in the 1860s. 

The earliest parts of the cemetery (with the exception of the Higgs Memorial) are located on 
the eastern side, towards the Thiele Highway. Progressively, burials have occurred towards the 
west. Earlier memorials are predominantly marble (Carrara and Angaston), with later headstones 
tending to be primarily granite.  

 
Figure 1: General view of Freeling Cemetery (2018) 

 

 
Figure 2: Aerial image indicating location of Freeling Cemetery (2018) 
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4. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

4.1. GENERAL DISTRICT 

The Barossa Valley was explored and named by Surveyor-General William Light in 1837 and 
surveyed in 1839.  One of its first European residents was Johannes Menge, the solitary and 
eccentric German amateur geologist who established an experimental farm at Jacobs Creek in 
about 1839, planting the first grapevines in the valley.  This came to nothing in the short term, but 
Menge later played an important role in promoting the valley and encouraging German immigrants 
to settle there.   
Significant German settlement in South Australia began in 1838 with the arrival of an organised and 
sponsored group of Lutheran farmers under the leadership of Pastor Kavel.  They established first 
Klemzig, now in the Adelaide suburbs, Hahndorf in the Adelaide hills, and then Bethanien (Bethany) 
in the Barossa in 1842.  More ships arrived, and in the 1840s German settlement spread to Langmeil, 
Tanunda, Hoffnungsthal, Neu Mecklenburg, Rosenthal (Rosedale) and Buchfelde near Gawler.   
The majority of German immigrants were Lutheran, and tended to settle together as a tight-knit 
group, but the community was by no means homogeneous.  Many Lutheran congregations were 
given to disagreements about doctrine, which often led to a split, resulting in a small community 
having two rival Lutheran churches. (Proeve 1992, p. 81)  There were other religious groups such as 
Moravians and Wends who tended to mingle with the Lutherans, and were eventually absorbed into 
them.  These were the people who formed the rural farming communities.  But there were also 
German Catholics and Jews who found they had little in common with the rural Lutheran group, 
and tended to live in urban areas, and to a great extent become integrated into mainstream 
society. (Harmstorf 2001, p. 224)   
Settlement was slow at first.  The colony's population was small, the land was in drought throughout 
the 1840s, and the economy was struggling.  One bright spot was the opening of copper mines at 
Kapunda in 1844 and Burra in 1845, creating employment and wealth.  It was the 1850s when rural 
settlement took off.  The seasons were good, wool, wheat and copper prices were high, the 
Victorian gold rushes meant that the banks could offer abundant credit to farmers, and the gold 
miners also created a market for South Australian flour, supplied by paddle steamers on the River 
Murray.  Wheat farms expanded north from Adelaide, and flour mills were being built in the new 
towns.   
Freeling, Greenock, Kangaroo Flat and Templers all had their origins in this burst of prosperity, as 
the wheat frontier spread north.  Kapunda and Greenock had more complex economies, being 
industrial as well as agricultural towns.  The farmers who took part in the northern expansion were a 
mixture of British and German ancestry.   
Of the communities who created these nine cemeteries, the settlers of Kapunda, Kangaroo Flat 
and Templers were predominantly (although not exclusively) descended from people from the 
British Isles.  Kapunda has a civic cemetery, and Kangaroo Flat and Templers cemeteries were both 
beside Methodist chapels.  The other six were in communities with a majority or at least significantly 
large German population, and Loos, Magdala, Schoenfeld and Greenock were all associated with 
Lutheran chapels or churches, all of them except Greenock now demolished.  Freeling was a civic 
cemetery, and Buchfelde was almost a private cemetery for a small group of prominent German 
families.   
Cemeteries in urban areas were usually well-managed, either by the local council or a committee of 
trustees.  The funeral of a prominent person was a major event with a street procession, sometimes 
attended by thousands of people.  But rural cemeteries were often under much looser 
management.  They were usually on land donated by a farmer, with a group of local farmers acting 
as trustees.  Rural areas very rarely had a local undertaker.  Funerals were small private affairs, 
carried out by the family and friends of the deceased.  Often there was no plan of the cemetery, 
and no register of burials; that information was not required by law to be recorded, and was simply 
kept in the memories of the community.    
Better management was enforced by the Cemeteries Act 1865, which required cemeteries to be 
registered, managed by a formally appointed board of trustees, who were required to keep written 
records of burials and their locations.  But in many places there was little compliance with these 
rules.  In 1872 the South Australian government published a list of all the cemeteries in South 
Australia. ("Return of Public Cemeteries" SAPP 119/1872)  It recorded 235 cemeteries, metropolitan 
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and rural, public and denominational.  Of those, only three of these nine cemeteries in Light - 
Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling - are listed.  (There is also one simply listed as a "German" 
cemetery, with no location given.)  This shows us that the government still had very poor records of 
where and when burials were taking place, and had completely lost track of small rural cemeteries. 
(Nicol 1994, pp. 434-439)   
When dealing with historic cemeteries, it is wise to assume that there are far more grave sites 
present than there are visible monuments.  The Magdala cemetery has only about six substantial 
grave monuments, but Incomplete records list about 50 burials there between 1887 and 1943.  That 
is not an unusual ratio.  Where an accurate burial register exists for a historic cemetery, and we 
compare the number of surviving monuments with the number of people known to have been 
buried, we often find the existing monuments only account for perhaps about one-eighth of the 
burials that have taken place.  While this ratio of monuments to burials may seem low, it is not 
unusual for a large proportion of the burials in a historic cemetery to be unmarked, for a variety of 
reasons.  A substantial number of graves would have been unmarked even at the time; these would 
include for example the graves of the very poor, of stillborn babies, unidentified people found 
dead, suicides and many inmates of hospitals, and of course the graves of people who simply did 
not believe in spending money on monuments.  Erection of a monument generally occurred when 
the dead person was a valued member of a local family or community group who had a cultural 
tradition of erecting monuments to their dead, and the financial resources to do so; that by no 
means describes everyone buried in rural cemeteries.  In any society, particularly a transient pioneer 
society in its early decades, a significant proportion of the people buried were far from home, 
destitute and sometimes anonymous.   

 
4.2. FREELING CEMETERY 

Land around Freeling was occupied as an agricultural district with a significant German population 
in the late 1850s, but no township existed until 1860, when Freeling was surveyed as a stop on the 
Gawler to Kapunda railway.  The cemetery was in use soon afterward.  The cemetery land was taken 
up by council and formally managed from 1904 onward, with the District Council of Freeling 
acquiring the title in 1936. 

 
 

5. HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

5.1. PREVIOUS ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The 2004 Heritage Survey by McDougall and Vines identified the Freeling Cemetery as being of 
Local Heritage value, meeting the following criteria of the Development Act 1993: 

a) Freeling Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to 
the local area as it is a continuous record of the population of the township and district 
since at least 1865; 

d) it displays aesthetic merit design characteristics or construction techniques of significance 
to the local area as it is an excellent repository of monumental art of the nineteenth 
century and contains many notable individual monuments some with German inscriptions. 

5.2. REVIEW OF HERITAGE VALUE ASSESSMENT 

In the context of the nine cemeteries within the Light Council area, the Freeling Cemetery is one 
of the larger cemeteries with relatively distinct areas of monumentation within the cemetery. The 
earliest monumentation is located on the eastern margin of the cemetery and includes examples 
of monumentation representing the early German / Lutheran settlement in the district. In the 
central area of the cemetery, most monumentation dates from the period during and between 
the World Wars, while recent monumentation is predominantly located on the western margin of 
the cemetery. 
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Freeling Cemetery is also distinct for its steel entry pillars and arch and for the stands of pine trees 
in the historic part of the cemetery and the entrance avenue of sugar gums, pollarded to create 
tall side shoots. 

The District Council of Nuriootpa received a land grant of three acres for this cemetery in 1904, 
but burials had taken place well before that, as the earliest graves date from the 1860s. The district 
Council of Freeling acquired the title to the cemetery in 1936. 

The following updated assessment of significance is provided to support a more specific and 
detailed extent of listing. 

a) Freeling Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance 
to the  local  area as the principal place of burial for residents of Freeling and its surrounds 
since the 1860s and a repository of monumentation that is a record of their lives. 

b) Freeling Cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local 
area as it contains monuments and headstones associated with early settlers in the region. 
The monuments, many of which are substantial and elaborate, reflect the important role 
that religion played in the lives of early settlers in the region and the marking of death and 
commemoration of life. The many monuments associated with German-speaking settlers 
reflect their prominent role as pioneers in the region, their associated social customs and 
the importance of religion in their lives. 

d) Freeling Cemetery displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics and construction 
techniques of significance to the local area through the repository of excellent examples 
of the work of monumental masons, a substantial number of which exhibit characteristics 
representative of the early German Lutheran settlement of the region. 

It is also of significance as an interesting example of an historic cemetery in a rural township 
planned on a grid layout superimposed on the landscape, with relatively clearly-defined areas of 
monumentation dating from important periods of the history of the area, in particular the 
settlement and establishment of the area from the mid to late 1800s, the period during and 
between the two World Wars and the period post World War 2 to the present day. 

The cemetery is also of interest for its stands of pine trees in the historic part of the cemetery, a 
species often associated with cemeteries and mourning, and for its unusual steel entry gates and 
arch, and for the avenue of sugar gums. 

5.3. REVISED EXTENT OF LISTING 

The current extent of listing (based on the Heritage Survey assessment sheet) reads “The extent 
of the cemetery reserve and all significant monuments and grave sites”. 

On site evidence of burials ranges from very intact sites, to no remaining visual evidence. The 
cemetery plan prepared by Light Regional Council indicates where sites have recorded burials. 

Whilst the Freeling Cemetery as a whole is listed as a Local Heritage Place, an area that contains 
the historic graves and monuments can be defined, which should be subject to more rigourous 
policies than the wider cemetery. The area is defined on the following plan, and incorporates 
Rows I, J, K, T, U, V, and W. The gates are also considered an important component of the 
cemetery, and the Higgs monument to the west outside the defined cemetery is also noted.  

It is understood than an area to the south of the existing cemetery has been earmarked for future 
expansion. 
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Figure 3: Plan of Freeling Cemetery identifying area containing historic graves  
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6. CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
These Conservation Policies has been prepared to assist in the future management and 
development of the cemetery, and is informed by the revised assessment of heritage value. They 
are divided into headings to clearly identify do’s and don’t’s for actions within the cemetery. 

Some tasks should only be undertaken by qualified professionals, due to the specialist nature of 
the work. Contact the Monumental Masons Association of South Australia for a list of qualified 
monumental masons.  Council has a Cemetery Memorials Policy which outlines the conditions and 
documentation required to be provided by monumental masons prior to any standard application 
for memorials work is approved. 

6.1.  GENERAL 

- Do as much as is necessary but as little as possible; 

- Retain original fabric; 

- Retain natural patinas and evidence of age on monumentation; 

- Keep records of all works; 

- Train Cemetery staff in works that may affect the heritage value of the place. 

6.2. NEW BURIALS - SITING 

New burials at the Freeling Cemetery should follow these guidelines:  

- Location of new burial sites should generally be in the areas pegged out from Row P; 

 
Figure 4: vacant sites in Row P and beyond  

- New grave sites should continue the orientation of the historic graves (ie facing east); 

- An area is also understood to have been identified to the south of the existing cemetery for 
future expansion. 

6.3. NEW BURIALS – DESIGN (WITHIN DESIGNATED HISTORIC AREA) 

- Headstone to be of white / grey marble or grey / red granite – polished black granite and dark 
colour granites memorials are not appropriate for the historic part of the Freeling cemetery; 

  
Figure 5, 6: polished black granite presents a strong contrast to the earlier marble headstones prevalent  
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- Gold lettering on headstones is not appropriate in the historic part of the Freeling Cemetery; 

- As well as the above two criteria, new headstones should comply with the below matrix, 
meeting four of the five first items to ensure an appropriate outcome: 

CHECKLIST ITEM EXISTING IN AREA PROPOSED ACCEPTABLE (y/n) 

SIZE 

- Height 

- Width 

- Length 

   

FORM 

- Massing of elements 

- Bulk 

- Shapes incorporated 

   

MATERIALS 

- Patination 

- Texture 

- Colour range within each 
type of stone 

   

FINISH 

- Degree of finishing of 
stones 

- How is stone or other 
material sourced and 
worked 

   

EMBELLISHMENTS 

- Lettering colour and style 

- Photos, plaques 

- Symbols, carvings 

   

GRAVE FURNITURE 

- Location 

- Fixed or not fixed 

   

OTHER ELEMENTS    

 
SIZE 
 Monuments vary widely in height and other dimensions. The existing size and height of 
monuments within the immediate locality will determine the appropriate height, width, 
length and dimensions of the proposed monument form. Consistency is expected with the 
predominant size. 

FORM 
 Monuments can range in form from simple headstones to more complicated canopy 
graves. The general form of the monuments existing in the immediate locality should be 
considered. and new monuments should accord with the predominant existing character in 
terms of form.  

MATERIALS 
Most monuments are of stone, usually granite, marble or sandstone. The predominant 
existing materials within each area will be defined by the Heritage Adviser and new 
monuments should accord to an acceptable degree with the existing. 

FINISH 
 Monumental masons can provide a range of finished stones. The appropriate level of finish 
will be related to the predominant type of finish within the immediate context. 
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The following definitions are provided for the particular types of finish. 

− Honed - a honed finish to stone is a matt finish, not highly polished. The stone has a 
very smooth surface, imparted by a hand or mechanical rubbing process. A honed 
finish is smooth and shows the full colour of the stone without reflection. 

− Sawn - provides a coarse and even textured finish. 

− Rustic - is a split rock surface achieved by using a mason's pitcher. The effect is a 
coarse rock finish. 

− Axed - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw and by a handmason using a 
broad face chisel. Bevels are further worked using the same process. This provides a 
slightly more irregular finish than a sawn finish. 

− Punched - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw. Surfaces are further 
worked by a mason using variable pointed punches to achieve a fine textured finish. 

− Polished - stone is sawn and polished using a variety of automated and hand polishing 
machines. Various grades of diamond polishing heads are used to achieve the final 
finish required. 

EMBELLISHMENT AND DETAIL 
The most appropriate style and colour of lettering will be determined by the form, 
materials and finish of the monument, and the predominance of existing lettering forms 
and colour in the area. Lettering can be black leaded, black painted, or incised. Gold 
lettering is usually the least appropriate. 

Photos, plaques, symbols and carvings should be considered in the context of the 
monument type and existing character of the area. 

GRAVE FURNITURE 
 New graves often have fixed vases or other elements which may or may not be fixed to the 
grave. The appropriateness of these will be determined in accordance with the type of 
monument and the character existing in the immediate locality. 

6.4. EXISTING BURIAL SITES 

Sites with little or no physical remnants of memorials or plot surrounds should be identified with a 
marker, as per Council’s proposal of a small chamfered top post with engraved plaque; 

− The markers could potentially be partially funded through a heritage grant application 
to Council; 

  
Figure 7, 8: Markers should be installed where little visible evidence remains; example of markers installed 
(Greenock) 

 
− Additional plaques, if desired to be added to memorials (for example recognising an 

anniversary event, or replicating text from a headstone that is weathered) should be 
located remotely from the headstone; 



 
 
 
 
 FREELING CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\FREELING CEMETERY.DOCX P 10 / 15 

  
Figure 8: Example of separate plaque to replicate and translate inscription 

 

6.5. CONSERVATION WORKS 

6.5.1 Carrara / Angaston Marble: 

- Repair of damaged pieces – broken pieces can be fixed to a secondary base (slate, stone, and 
concrete are all options) which is placed on the ground but packed up slightly at one end to 
ensure water runoff. 

  
Figure 9, 10: Broken marble headstones 

Cleaning guidelines for marble monuments 
1. Protect elements of the monument that aren’t to be cleaned and adjacent monuments by taping plastic 

sheeting in place. Divert run-off away from monuments. Avoid overspray or splash. 
2. Wash down the marble headstone with medium to high pressure tap water. Use low pressure in the 

vicinity of lead lettering. Do not use scrubbing brushes or abrasives. 
3. Leave the headstone to dry. 
4. Prepare solution of a biocide based on a quaternary ammonium compound. “Wet & Forget” moss and 

mould remover is recommended. The solution should be 2% i.e. 2mL of biocide in 1 litre of clean potable 
water. Do not add anything else; things like detergent, bleach or acids will damage the surface of the 
marble. 

5. Re-moisten the marble. Apply biocide solution by spray or soft brush. Avoid brushing if smearing or 
smudging occurs. Do not brush near lead lettering as it may loosen the lead. Leave the solution on the 
marble, do not rinse. 

6. Leave for four weeks. 
7. Protect the monument and adjacent monuments as described in step 1 above. 
8. Lightly brush down the marble headstone with a soft-bristled brush. Soft plastic or wooden scrapers can 

also be used. Do not brush near lead letters. After brushing, rinse the marble headstone with clean, 
potable water at tap pressure. Further brushing can be undertaken on stubborn growths but stop if 
smearing or smudging occurs. 

9. After rinsing apply another biocide solution in accordance with step 4 above. 
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Note: Do not undertake cleaning on a windy day or if there is a likelihood of rain that day and preferably no 
likelihood of rain for a few days. 

Safety Requirements: Wear goggles, gloves and protective clothing and follow biocide manufacturer’s written 
recommendations and instructions. 

  
Figure 11, 12: Soiled and weathered marble headstones 

- Replacement of items beyond repair or missing – replacement of decayed marble headstones 
should be to match the original material where possible. The replacement memorial should 
be assessed using the process outlined in 6.3; in addition detailed photographs should be 
taken to record the existing memorial before its removal. 

  
 Figure 13, 14:  Broken / damaged marble headstones – soil movement is a contributing factor 

6.5.2 Lead incised lettering 

- Repairs to lead lettering should only be conducted by a professional contractor; 

- Loose or dislodged pieces should be collected and placed in a location where they can be 
accessed when repairs are possible; 

- A transcription of the text should ideally be made and retained in Council records to ensure 
replacement text can be accurately replicated. 

  
Figure 15, 16:  missing and damaged lead lettering 



 
 
 
 
 FREELING CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\FREELING CEMETERY.DOCX P 12 / 15 

6.5.3 Other lettering types 

- Other types of lettering demonstrate wear and weathering and should be reinstated / 
repaired only by professional contractors after investigation of the type of lettering and 
most appropriate methodology to repair. 

   
Figure 17, 18, 19: Examples of lettering types displaying wear and effects of weathering 

 
6.5.4 Granite 

- Granite memorials in Freeling Cemetery tend to be later dates than the earliest, 
predominantly marble headstones, however these still require works to retain them in fair 
condition; 

- Granite can be cleaned with a weak biocide mix  

- Lettering should be repaired or reinstated as per section 6.5.3 above. 

   
Figure 20, 21, 22: Examples of weathering and organic growth to granite memorials, loss of lettering 

 
6.5.5 Concrete, stone and tile floors 

- Broken concrete floors should be removed and replaced with new concrete, ensuring a 
foam bondbreaker strip is installed between the concrete and any historic fabric, and the 
level of the concrete is the same or lower than the removed slab; in addition Brighton Lite 
cement should be used, as it has a lower salt content than standard cement, and produces 
a more appropriate colour concrete; 

  
Figure 23, 24: Broken and damaged floors in tiled and granite slabs 
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- Tiled surfaces and granite or marble panels should be repaired or replaced to match the 
original finish where possible; 

- Alternatively, the area surrounding the headstone or within a site can be filled with a 
compacted gravel or aggregate, or even compacted earth. 

- Concrete, brick and stone perimeters should also be repaired and realigned to prevent 
further deterioration and loss of material. 

  
Figure 25, 26: Example of concrete and brick perimeter requiring repair or replacement 

6.5.6 Leaning memorials 

- Options for consideration: (all to be undertaken by professional contractor) 

Lay flat on masonry plinth to prevent breakage / further damage; 

Temporary propping; 

Stabilise by underpinning and reinstating on level ground. 

  
Figure 27: Example Memorials that are allowed to lean too far will require much more invasive work to repair 
once they have broken 

6.5.7 Cast Iron: 

- Cast iron work does not require cleaning; 

- Maintain cast iron elements by applying 50% fish oil / 50% mineral turpentine mix: 

TREATING CAST IRON RAILINGS WITH A FISH OIL SOLUTION 

1. Clean any debris, leaves or dirt away from the base of ironwork. 
2. Place and tape drop sheets around the base, blocks and kerbs of the monument. 
3. Remove dirt, flaking paint and loose rust with a soft bristle brush (hair, nylon or similar). Use of wire brushes 

is not desirable as they will leave metal filings on surrounding stonework that will corrode and discolour the 
stone. A light brush is all that is needed. Do not try to rub the ironwork back. 
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4. Wash the ironwork down with damp rags soaked in mineral turps. Washing is important as it removes any 
remaining metal particles which would otherwise promote corrosion. 
Allow the washed railings to dry before commencing any applications of fish oil solution. 

Do not apply fish oil solution to wet or damp surfaces, in wet weather, or when the surface temperature 
is below 10°C. 

5. Coat the ironwork with Wattyl Killrust Fishoilene diluted with an equal amount of mineral turps and applied 
with a brush. Work well into cracks and crevices. Use drop sheets to protect surrounding stones, kerbs and 
blocks from drops and splashes. Should any significant spills occur, cloth drop sheets should be soaked in 
water to avoid the risk of self-ignition. Plastic drop sheets may be a better option. The coating dries very 
slowly (48 hours) and so dry and still weather is desirable to avoid excessive accumulation of dust on the 
tacky surface. 
Notes: 

The slow deterioration of ironwork can be impeded and the appearance of the ironwork improved by 
coating with fish-oil. 

The fish-oil coating will be dark and glossy initially but will turn matt and gradually degrade and eventually 
wear off. However, in doing so it will not trap moisture against the metal which is the risk with paints. Thus, 
although the fish-oil will eventually require replacement, any failure to replace in good time will have no 
deleterious effect. 

Ironwork should not be sandblasted or subjected to similar aggressive “cleaning” methods. 

Safety Requirements: 

Read and ensure you understand the information on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for Fishoilene 
and Mineral Turpentine. Follow the recommendations on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for 
Fishoilene and Mineral Turpentine. 

Wear protective clothing including protective footwear, overalls, gloves, eye goggles and face mask. 

- Broken cast iron elements should be retained at their site for future reinstatement or to 
allow patterns to be replicated. 

  
Figure 28, 29: Cast iron railings generally in good condition at Freeling Cemetery 

6.6. SITE WORKS 

- Tree roots causing damage to sites should be reviewed and removal of the tree or vegetation 
considered (replacement planting may be appropriate in slightly different locations; 

  
Figure 30, 31: damage to grave sites through tree roots and overgrown vegetation 
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- The gates to the cemetery are considered a component of significance, and should be 
retained; 

 
Figure 32: The gates are part of the fabric of heritage value at Freeling 

- The avenue of eucalypts is of heritage value and should be retained and maintained, and 
consideration could be given to upgrading the formal plantings to the roundabout within 
the site. 

 
Figure 33: Avenue of eucalypts and roundabout plantings 

 

 

 



GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 

GREENOCK CEMETERY 

HERITAGE REPORT 

PREPARED FOR LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL    JUNE 2019 

Appendix 3



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COVER IMAGE: GREENOCK CEMETERY – NOVEMBER 2018, GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
 
 

REPORT NAME: Greenock Cemetery Heritage Report 

FOR: Light Regional Council 

JOB NUMBER: 18070 
 
 
 
 

Preparation, review and approval 

REVISION # DATE PREPARED BY REVIEWED BY APPROVED BY 
Draft 1 April 2019 EL/AS JH DA 

Final June 2019 EL JH DA 
 
 
 
 

Issue register 
DISTRIBUTION DATE ISSUED NO. OF COPIES FORMAT 
Valda Baker-Wells 27.06.19 Electronic PDF by email 

 



 
 

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\GREENOCK CEMETERY.DOCX CONTENTS  

CONTENTS  
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 1 

2. STATUTORY FRAMEWORK - DEVELOPMENT PLAN & DEVELOPMENT ACT 1 

3. DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE PLACE 2 

4. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 3 

5. HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 5 

6. CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 GREENOCK CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\GREENOCK CEMETERY.DOCX   P 1 / 10 

1. INTRODUCTION 
The Greenock Cemetery is one of nine Council owned public cemeteries within the Light 
Regional Council. This report is intended to supplement the information collated in the 
Light Regional Council Cemeteries Management Plan, 2019-2025, and is presented as an 
Appendix to the CMP. 

This document and recommendations contained within it have been prepared cognisant of 
the principles and processes of The Burra Charter, and best practice heritage management 
principles. 

 

2. STATUTORY FRAMEWORK - DEVELOPMENT PLAN & DEVELOPMENT ACT 
The Greenock Cemetery is listed as a Local Heritage Place in the Light Regional Council 
Development Plan, having been assessed as part of the Light Heritage Survey by McDougall 
and Vines in 2004. Its heritage value is discussed in more detail in section 5 of this 
document. 
 
Currently, the erection of new memorials does not follow a process whereby a 
development application is lodged with the Light Regional Council, and the application 
assessed by Council’s planning team; however a Development Application is normally 
required for any works to a Local Heritage Place that involve: 

“the demolition, removal, conversion, alteration of, or addition to, the place, or any other 
work (not including painting but including, in the case of a tree, any tree damaging 
activity) that could materially affect the heritage value of the place”. 

As well as obtaining Development Approval for new interments, approval should typically 
be sought for any of the following tasks: 

- Planting and landscaping works, including tree removal; 

- Cleaning of memorials; 

- Reinstatement / repair of memorial components including masonry, lead lettering, 
cast iron railings and other details; 

- Reinstatement of concrete surrounds and plinths. 

Council’s Development Plan states that “Development of a … local heritage place should 
retain those elements contributing to its heritage value, which may include (but not be 
limited to): 

- Important vistas and views to and from the place 

- Setting and setbacks 

- Trees and other landscaping elements” 

The recommendations in this document are intended to assist in the best practice 
management of the heritage values of the cemeteries, and ensure that the current process 
can be maintained, and a formal development application process will not be necessary. 

In addition, Council’s Heritage Adviser is available on a regular basis to provide advice to 
Council staff, community members and local groups regarding works and maintenance to 
any items within the Local Heritage listed cemeteries. 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE PLACE 
The Greenock Cemetery is one of the three largest Council managed cemeteries in the 
area, and continues to be used. It contains a variety of memorial types and materials 
including marble, granite, slate, steel, and timber. A simple perimeter post and wire fence 
contains the cemetery on two sides, with a Colorbond fence to one side and at present, no 
rear fence. A vineyard forms a visually pleasing backdrop to the cemetery. 

 

 
Figure 1: General view of Greenock Cemetery (2018) 

 

 
Figure 2: Aerial image indicating location of Greenock Cemetery (2018) 
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4. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

4.1. GENERAL DISTRICT 

The Barossa Valley was explored and named by Surveyor-General William Light in 1837 and 
surveyed in 1839.  One of its first European residents was Johannes Menge, the solitary and 
eccentric German amateur geologist who established an experimental farm at Jacobs 
Creek in about 1839, planting the first grapevines in the valley.  This came to nothing in the 
short term, but Menge later played an important role in promoting the valley and 
encouraging German immigrants to settle there.   
Significant German settlement in South Australia began in 1838 with the arrival of an 
organised and sponsored group of Lutheran farmers under the leadership of Pastor Kavel.  
They established first Klemzig, now in the Adelaide suburbs, Hahndorf in the Adelaide hills, 
and then Bethanien (Bethany) in the Barossa in 1842.  More ships arrived, and in the 1840s 
German settlement spread outwards to Langmeil, Tanunda, Hoffnungsthal, Neu 
Mecklenburg, Rosenthal (Rosedale) and Buchfelde near Gawler.   
The majority of German immigrants were Lutheran, and tended to settle together as a 
tight-knit group, but the community was by no means homogeneous.  Many Lutheran 
congregations were given to disagreements about doctrine, which often led to a split, 
resulting in a small community having two rival Lutheran churches. (Proeve 1992, p. 81)  
There were other religious groups such as Moravians and Wends who tended to mingle with 
the Lutherans, and were eventually absorbed into them.  These were the people who 
formed the rural farming communities.  But there were also German Catholics and Jews 
who found they had little in common with the rural Lutheran group, and tended to live in 
urban areas, and to a great extent become integrated into mainstream society. (Harmstorf 
2001, p. 224)   
Settlement was slow at first.  The colony's population was small, the land was in drought 
throughout the 1840s, and the economy was struggling.  One bright spot was the opening 
of copper mines at Kapunda in 1844 and Burra in 1845, creating employment and wealth.  It 
was the 1850s when rural settlement took off.  The seasons were good, wool, wheat and 
copper prices were high, the Victorian gold rushes meant that the banks could offer 
abundant credit to farmers, and the gold miners also created a market for South Australian 
flour, supplied by paddle steamers on the River Murray.  Wheat farms expanded north from 
Adelaide, and flour mills were being built in the new towns.   
Freeling, Greenock, Kangaroo Flat and Templers all had their origins in this burst of 
prosperity, as the wheat frontier spread north.  Kapunda and Greenock had more complex 
economies, being industrial as well as agricultural towns.  The farmers who took part in the 
northern expansion were a mixture of British and German ancestry.   
Of the communities who created these nine cemeteries, the settlers of Kapunda, Kangaroo 
Flat and Templers were predominantly (although not exclusively) descended from people 
from the British Isles.  Kapunda has a civic cemetery, and Kangaroo Flat and Templers 
cemeteries were both beside Methodist chapels.  The other six were in communities with a 
majority or at least significantly large German population, and Loos, Magdala, Schoenfeld 
and Greenock were all associated with Lutheran chapels or churches, all of them except 
Greenock now demolished.  Freeling was a civic cemetery, and Buchfelde was almost a 
private cemetery for a small group of prominent German families.   
Cemeteries in urban areas were usually well-managed, either by the local council or a 
committee of trustees.  The funeral of a prominent person was a major event with a street 
procession, sometimes attended by thousands of people.  But rural cemeteries were often 
under much looser management.  They were usually on land donated by a farmer, with a 
group of local farmers acting as trustees.  Rural areas very rarely had a local undertaker.  
Funerals were small private affairs, carried out by the family and friends of the deceased.  
Often there was no plan of the cemetery, and no register of burials; that information was 
not required by law to be recorded, and was simply kept in the memories of the 
community.    
Better management was enforced by the Cemeteries Act 1865, which required cemeteries 
to be registered, managed by a formally appointed board of trustees, who were required to 
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keep written records of burials and their locations.  But in many places there was little 
compliance with these rules.  In 1872 the South Australian government published a list of all 
the cemeteries in South Australia. ("Return of Public Cemeteries" SAPP 119/1872)  It 
recorded 235 cemeteries, metropolitan and rural, public and denominational.  Of those, 
only three of these nine cemeteries in Light - Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling - are listed.  
(There is also one simply listed as a "German" cemetery, with no location given.)  This shows 
us that the government still had very poor records of where and when burials were taking 
place, and had completely lost track of small rural cemeteries. (Nicol 1994, pp. 434-439)   
When dealing with historic cemeteries, it is wise to assume that there are far more grave 
sites present than there are visible monuments.  The Magdala cemetery has only about six 
substantial grave monuments, but Incomplete records list about 50 burials there between 
1887 and 1943.  That is not an unusual ratio.  Where an accurate burial register exists for a 
historic cemetery, and we compare the number of surviving monuments with the number 
of people known to have been buried, we often find the existing monuments only account 
for perhaps about one-eighth of the burials that have taken place.  While this ratio of 
monuments to burials may seem low, it is not unusual for a large proportion of the burials in 
a historic cemetery to be unmarked, for a variety of reasons.  A substantial number of 
graves would have been unmarked even at the time; these would include for example the 
graves of the very poor, of stillborn babies, unidentified people found dead, suicides and 
many inmates of hospitals, and of course the graves of people who simply did not believe in 
spending money on monuments.  Erection of a monument generally occurred when the 
dead person was a valued member of a local family or community group who had a cultural 
tradition of erecting monuments to their dead, and the financial resources to do so; that by 
no means describes everyone buried in rural cemeteries.  In any society, particularly a 
transient pioneer society in its early decades, a significant proportion of the people buried 
were far from home, destitute and sometimes anonymous.   
 

4.2. GREENOCK CEMETERY 

Greenock took shape as an agricultural district from 1839 onward, and a private town was 
surveyed in 1850.  The origin of the name is unclear; it may be a Scottish placename, or may 
be a corruption of the name Gruneck meaning green corner, given by early German 
settlers.  It grew into a substantial mixed Anglo-German town with several industries 
reported there by 1884: a flour mill, a distillery and a macaroni factory.  Friedrich Laucke 
founded the Laucke flour-milling empire in Greenock about 1899.   

The land upon which Greenock was laid out which included sections 1673 and 1676, was 
surveyed in 1853 by Anthony Forster, an agent of Robert Bevan who owned the land. 
Allotments 55 and 56 within the survey area were set aside for use as a cemetery. 

In 1865, the cemetery was transferred from local control to operate under the provisions of 
the Cemeteries Act 1864 which applied to all cemeteries, public, church and private. Prior to 
this few records were kept. The Act required plans and accurate burial and lease records to 
be kept and approved management practices to be followed.  

The first formally recorded burial was in November 1865 of a person named Radge 
although other records indicate that there were earlier burials, probably after 1847 when 
Greenock residents ceased to be buried at Angaston, and certainly from 1859. In January 
1866 the Bevan family conveyed ownership of the Cemetery to local Trustees for £5 and 
indicated that once Greenock became a Corporate Town, the allotments would be 
transferred to the Corporation. The Council apparently obtained the title to the cemetery 
in 1888.  
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5. HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

5.1. PREVIOUS ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The 2004 Heritage Survey by McDougall and Vines identified the Greenock Cemetery as 
being of Local Heritage value, meeting the following criteria of the Development Act 1993: 

a) The Greenock cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area as it is a continuous record of the population of the 
township and district since at least 1865; 

b) It represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it is 
contains monuments and headstones with predominantly German inscriptions, 
reflecting the importance of German speaking settlers as pioneers of the area and 
their associated social customs; 

d) it displays aesthetic merit design characteristics or construction techniques of 
significance to the local area as it is an excellent repository of monumental art of the 
nineteenth century and contains many notable individual monuments which are of 
high sculptural quality. 

5.2. REVIEW OF HERITAGE VALUE ASSESSMENT 

In the context of the nine cemeteries within the Light Regional Council area, the Greenock 
Cemetery is one of the larger cemeteries, exhibiting a range of monumentation, some 
historic, some relatively recent. 

The cemetery is located on three urban lots within the township of Greenock with vineyards 
to the north-west. Unlike Kapunda and Freeling Cemeteries, the two other relatively large 
cemeteries in the Light Regional Council area, it is well within the township. A relatively recent 
post, pipe and wire fence with non-original gates defines the Bevan Street and Jackman 
Street boundaries. 

White marble and some slate monumentation predominate within the cemetery which 
contains mainly historic monumentation but also some relatively recent monumentation. The 
centrepiece of the cemetery is a tall marble cross on an ornate plinth dedicated to members 
of the Seppelt family. Newer monuments are located towards the southern and western 
margins of the cemetery. 

The approach to the cemetery was marked by a row of mature pine trees along Bevan Street 
but only a few now remain. Pine trees are traditional cemetery plantings, often associated 
with mourning. 

The following updated assessment of significance is provided to support a more specific and 
detailed extent of listing: 

a) Greenock Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area as the principal place of burial for residents of Greenock and its surrounds 
since the 1860s and a repository of monumentation that is a record of their lives. 

b) Greenock Cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local 
area as it contains monuments and headstones associated with early settlers in the region. 
The monuments, many of which are substantial and elaborate, reflect the important role that 
religion played in the lives of early settlers in the region and the marking of death and 
commemoration of life. The many monuments associated with German-speaking settlers 
reflect their prominent role as pioneers in the region, their associated social customs and the 
importance of religion in their lives. 

d) Greenock Cemetery displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics and construction 
techniques of significance to the local area through the repository of excellent examples of 
the work of monumental masons, a substantial number of which exhibit characteristics 
representative of the early German Lutheran settlement of the region. 
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5.3. REVISED EXTENT OF LISTING / DESCRIPTION 

The current extent of listing identified in the Development Plan reads “Cemetery: the extent 
of the cemetery reserve and all significant monuments and grave sites”. 

On site evidence of burials ranges from very intact sites, to no remaining visual evidence. The 
cemetery plan prepared by Light Regional Council indicates where sites have recorded 
burials. 

The extent of listing for Greenock Cemetery is proposed to be retained, with future areas for 
expansion identified in Figure 3. Some vacant sites still remain in the north east corner. 

  
Figure 3 – yellow line defines area of historic significance as well as potential area for expansion adjacent 
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6. CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
These Conservation Policies has been prepared to assist in the future management and 
development of the cemetery, and is informed by the revised assessment of heritage value. 
They are divided into headings to clearly identify do’s and don’t’s for actions within the 
cemetery. 

Some tasks should only be undertaken by qualified professionals, due to the specialist nature 
of the work. Contact the Monumental Masons Association of South Australia for a list of 
qualified monumental masons.  Council has a Cemetery Memorials Policy which outlines the 
conditions and documentation required to be provided by monumental masons prior to any 
standard application for memorials work is approved. 

6.1. GENERAL 

- Do as much as is necessary but as little as possible; 

- Retain original fabric; 

- Retain natural patinas and evidence of age on monumentation; 

- Keep records of all works; 

- Train Cemetery staff in works that may affect the heritage value of the place. 

6.2. NEW BURIALS - SITING 

When undertaking new burials at Greenock Cemetery, the following guidelines should be 
followed: 

- Remaining vacant sites are available in the western corner of the cemetery; 

- The proposed area for future expansion is shown in the plan provided at Figure 3; 

- New grave sites should continue the orientation of the historic graves, and maintain the 
existing alignment of rows; 

- Siting of new sites should allow for sufficient access around the perimeter of the grave, 
and to adjacent graves. 

6.3. NEW BURIALS – DESIGN OF MEMORIAL 

- A variety of materials have been used in more recent times, and therefore the character 
of the Greenock Cemetery is varied. The checklist below should be used to ensure 
appropriate memorial styles are selected for new burials within the Greenock 
Cemetery – proposals should meet four of the five first items on the matrix; 

CHECKLIST ITEM EXISTING IN AREA PROPOSED ACCEPTABLE 
(y/n) 

SIZE 

- Height 

- Width 

- Length 

   

FORM 

- Massing of elements 

- Bulk 

- Shapes incorporated 

   

MATERIALS 

- Patination 

- Texture 
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- Colour range within each 
type of stone 

FINISH 

- Degree of finishing of 
stones 

- How is stone or other 
material sourced and 
worked 

   

EMBELLISHMENTS 

- Lettering colour and style 

- Photos, plaques 

- Symbols, carvings 

   

GRAVE FURNITURE 

- Location 

- Fixed or not fixed 

   

OTHER ELEMENTS    

 

 
Figure 4 – varied character of Greenock Cemetery 
 
SIZE 

 Monuments vary widely in height and other dimensions. The existing size and height 
of monuments within the immediate locality will determine the appropriate height, 
width, length and dimensions of the proposed monument form. Consistency is 
expected with the predominant size. 

 



 
 
 
 
 GREENOCK CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\GREENOCK CEMETERY.DOCX P 9 / 14 

FORM 

Monuments can range in form from simple headstones to more complicated canopy 
graves. The general form of the monuments existing in the immediate locality should 
be considered. and new monuments should accord with the predominant existing 
character in terms of form.  

MATERIALS 

Most monuments are of stone, usually granite, marble or sandstone. The predominant 
existing materials within each area will be defined by the Heritage Adviser and new 
monuments should accord to an acceptable degree with the existing. 

FINISH 

 Monumental masons can provide a range of finished stones. The appropriate level of 
finish will be related to the predominant type of finish within the immediate context. 

The following definitions are provided for the particular types of finish. 

− Honed - a honed finish to stone is a matt finish, not highly polished. The stone has 
a very smooth surface, imparted by a hand or mechanical rubbing process. A 
honed finish is smooth and shows the full colour of the stone without reflection. 

− Sawn - provides a coarse and even textured finish. 

− Rustic - is a split rock surface achieved by using a mason's pitcher. The effect is a 
coarse rock finish. 

− Axed - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw and by a handmason 
using a broad face chisel. Bevels are further worked using the same process. This 
provides a slightly more irregular finish than a sawn finish. 

− Punched - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw. Surfaces are further 
worked by a mason using variable pointed punches to achieve a fine textured 
finish. 

− Polished - stone is sawn and polished using a variety of automated and hand 
polishing machines. Various grades of diamond polishing heads are used to 
achieve the final finish required. 

EMBELLISHMENT AND DETAIL 

The most appropriate style and colour of lettering will be determined by the form, 
materials and finish of the monument, and the predominance of existing lettering 
forms and colour in the area. Lettering can be black leaded, black painted, or incised. 
Gold lettering is usually the least appropriate. 

Photos, plaques, symbols and carvings should be considered in the context of the 
monument type and existing character of the area.  

GRAVE FURNITURE 

 New graves often have fixed vases or other elements which may or may not be fixed 
to the grave. The appropriateness of these will be determined in accordance with the 
type of monument and the character existing in the immediate locality. 
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6.4. EXISTING BURIAL SITES – NEW PLAQUES 

- Sites with little or no physical remnants of memorials or plot surrounds should be 
identified with a marker, as per Council’s proposal of a small chamfered top post with 
engraved plaque; 

  
     Figure 5, 6: – Council installed grave markers where no evidence of grave sites 

- The markers could potentially be partially funded through a heritage grant application to 
Council; 

- Additional plaques desired to be added to memorials (for example recognising an 
anniversary event, or replicating text from a headstone that is weathered) should be 
located remotely from the headstone; 

6.5. CONSERVATION WORKS 

6.5.1 Carrara / Angaston Marble: 

- Repair of damaged pieces – broken pieces can be fixed to a secondary base (slate, stone, 
and concrete are all options) which is placed on the ground but packed up slightly at 
one end to ensure water runoff. 

   
Figure 7, 8: Broken / split memorials 

 
- Cleaning guidelines 

CLEANING MARBLE MONUMENTS 

1. Protect elements of the monument that aren’t to be cleaned and adjacent monuments by taping 
plastic sheeting in place. Divert run-off away from monuments. Avoid overspray or splash. 

2. Wash down the marble headstone with medium to high pressure tap water. Use low pressure in the 
vicinity of lead lettering. Do not use scrubbing brushes or abrasives. 

3. Leave the headstone to dry. 
4. Prepare solution of a biocide based on a quaternary ammonium compound. “Wet & Forget” moss 

and mould remover is recommended. The solution should be 2% i.e. 2mL of biocide in 1 litre of clean 
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potable water. Do not add anything else; things like detergent, bleach or acids will damage the 
surface of the marble. 

5. Re-moisten the marble. Apply biocide solution by spray or soft brush. Avoid brushing if smearing or 
smudging occurs. Do not brush near lead lettering as it may loosen the lead. Leave the solution on 
the marble, do not rinse. 

6. Leave for four weeks. 
7. Protect the monument and adjacent monuments as described in step 1 above. 
8. Lightly brush down the marble headstone with a soft-bristled brush. Soft plastic or wooden scrapers 

can also be used. Do not brush near lead letters. After brushing, rinse the marble headstone with 
clean, potable water at tap pressure. Further brushing can be undertaken on stubborn growths but 
stop if smearing or smudging occurs. 

9. After rinsing apply another biocide solution in accordance with step 4 above. 
Note: Do not undertake cleaning on a windy day or if there is a likelihood of rain that day and preferably 
no likelihood of rain for a few days. 

Safety Requirements: Wear goggles, gloves and protective clothing and follow biocide manufacturer’s 
written recommendations and instructions. 

- Replacement of items beyond repair or missing – replacement of decayed marble 
headstones should be to match the original material where possible. The replacement 
memorial should be assessed using the process outlined in 6.3; in addition detailed 
photographs should be taken to record the existing memorial before its removal. 

6.5.2 Slate: 
- Delamination of slate is difficult to address, particularly when an advanced stage; options 

to consider are as follows: 

o Leave as is and provide a copy of the inscription text on a plaque adjacent the 
site; 

o Engage a specialist contractor to have the headstone removed and laid flat on 
a compacted rubble base on a slight slope, to prevent further breakage (this 
should be done by a qualified professional); 

o Engage a specialist contractor to construct a brace for the headstone, 
undertake consolidation works, or both. 

6..5.3 Lead incised lettering: 

- Repairs to lead lettering should only be conducted by professional contractors; 

- Loose or dislodged pieces should be collected and placed in a location where they can be 
accessed when repairs are possible. 

   
Figure 9: Damaged lead lettering 
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6.5.4 Other lettering types 

- Other types of lettering demonstrate wear and weathering and should be reinstated 
/ repaired and cleaned only by professional contractors after investigation of the 
type of lettering and most appropriate methodology to repair. 

 
Figure 10: other lettering types on various substrates 

6.5.5 Concrete floors and perimeters: 

-  Broken concrete floors should be removed and replaced with new concrete, ensuring a 
foam bondbreaker strip is installed between the concrete and any historic fabric, and 
the level of the concrete is the same or lower than the removed slab; in addition 
Brighton Lite cement should be used, as it has a lower salt content than standard 
cement, and produces a more appropriate colour concrete; 

- Alternatively, the area can be filled with a compacted gravel or aggregate, or even 
compacted earth; 

- Tree roots and vegetation should be removed to prevent further damage. 

   
Figure 11: Damaged concrete bases / tree root damage 

 
6.5.6 Cast Iron grave markers 

- Greenock Cemetery contains one unusual cast iron grave marker, which should 
be conserved only by specialist contractors. Corrosion treatment and protective 
coating application should be considered; 

- A steel cross is also located in the cemetery, which could also be treated for 
corrosion and a new protective coating applied. 
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Figure 12, 13: Cast iron and steel grave markers 

6.5.7 Cast Iron railings: 

- Cast iron work does not require cleaning; 

- Maintain cast iron elements by applying 50% fish oil / 50% mineral turpentine mix, as 
follows: 

TREATING CAST IRON RAILINGS WITH A FISH OIL SOLUTION 

1. Clean any debris, leaves or dirt away from the base of ironwork. 
2. Place and tape drop sheets around the base, blocks and kerbs of the monument. 
3. Remove dirt, flaking paint and loose rust with a soft bristle brush (hair, nylon or similar). Use of wire 

brushes is not desirable as they will leave metal filings on surrounding stonework that will corrode and 
discolour the stone. A light brush is all that is needed. Do not try to rub the ironwork back. 

4. Wash the ironwork down with damp rags soaked in mineral turps. Washing is important as it removes 
any remaining metal particles which would otherwise promote corrosion. 
Allow the washed railings to dry before commencing any applications of fish oil solution. 
Do not apply fish oil solution to wet or damp surfaces, in wet weather, or when the surface 
temperature is below 10°C. 

5. Coat the ironwork with Wattyl Killrust Fishoilene diluted with an equal amount of mineral turps and 
applied with a brush. Work well into cracks and crevices. Use drop sheets to protect surrounding 
stones, kerbs and blocks from drops and splashes. Should any significant spills occur, cloth drop sheets 
should be soaked in water to avoid the risk of self-ignition. Plastic drop sheets may be a better option. 
The coating dries very slowly (48 hours) and so dry and still weather is desirable to avoid excessive 
accumulation of dust on the tacky surface. 
Notes: 
The slow deterioration of ironwork can be impeded and the appearance of the ironwork improved by 
coating with fish-oil. The fish-oil coating will be dark and glossy initially but will turn matt and 
gradually degrade and eventually wear off. However, in doing so it will not trap moisture against the 
metal which is the risk with paints. Thus, although the fish-oil will eventually require replacement, any 
failure to replace in good time will have no deleterious effect. 
Ironwork should not be sandblasted or subjected to similar aggressive “cleaning” methods. 
Safety Requirements: 
Read and ensure you understand the information on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for 
Fishoilene and Mineral Turpentine. 
Follow the recommendations on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for Fishoilene and Mineral 
Turpentine. 
Wear protective clothing including protective footwear, overalls, gloves, eye goggles and face mask. 

- Cast iron railings that are disassembled should be retained at the site. 
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Figure 14, 15: Cast iron railings should be retained with their site 

6.5.8 Timber Elements: 

- Timber elements are very susceptible to weathering and decay, and are difficult to 
preserve long term without removal to a sheltered location. Timber should be treated 
with an oil based treatment (linseed oil, Penetrol) regularly but it should be accepted 
that eventually the timber will degrade beyond repair. 

     
     Figure 16: Weathered timber elements in Greenock Cemetery 

6.6 SITE WORKS 

- Planting for shade may be appropriate but should be limited to the perimeter of the site; 

- The steel fence and gates to Bevan Street should be treated for corrosion and repainted; 

- Vines may be retained in any expansion of the cemetery to the north; 

- Any other proposed works to the site should be discussed with Council and the Heritage 
Adviser to ensure appropriateness. 

 
Figure 17: Fence railings requiring corrosion treatment 



GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 

TEMPLERS CEMETERY 

HERITAGE REPORT 

PREPARED FOR LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL    JUNE 2019 

Appendix 4



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COVER IMAGE: TEMPLERS CEMETERY – NOVEMBER 2018, GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
 
 

REPORT NAME: Templers Cemetery Heritage Report 

FOR: Light Regional Council 

JOB NUMBER: 18070 
 
 
 
 

Preparation, review and approval 

REVISION # DATE PREPARED BY REVIEWED BY APPROVED BY 
Draft 1 June 2019 EL/AS JH DA 

Final June 2019 EL JH DA 
 
 
 
 

Issue register 
DISTRIBUTION DATE ISSUED NO. OF COPIES FORMAT 
Valda Baker-Wells 27 June 2019 Electronic PDF by email 

 



 
 

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\TEMPLERS CEMETERY.DOCX CONTENTS  

CONTENTS  
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 1 

2. STATUTORY FRAMEWORK 1 

3. DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE PLACE 2 

4. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 3 

5. HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 4 

6. CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 TEMPLERS CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
   

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\TEMPLERS CEMETERY.DOCX   P 1 / 10 

1. INTRODUCTION 
The Templers Cemetery is one of nine Council owned public cemeteries within the Light 
Regional Council. This report is intended to supplement the information collated in the Light 
Regional Council Cemeteries Management Plan, 2019-2025, and is presented as an Appendix to 
the CMP. 

This document and recommendations contained within it have been prepared cognisant of the 
principles and processes of The Burra Charter, and best practice heritage management 
principles. Where appropriate, other guiding documents have been referred to. 

 

2. STATUTORY FRAMEWORK 
The Templers Cemetery is listed as a Local Heritage Place in the Light Regional Council 
Development Plan, having been assessed as part of the Light Heritage Survey by McDougall and 
Vines in 2004. Its heritage value is discussed in more detail in section 3 of this document. 

Currently, the erection of new memorials does not follow a process whereby a development 
application is lodged with the Light Regional Council, and the application assessed by Council’s 
planning team; however a Development Application is normally required for any works to a Local 
Heritage Place that involve: 

“the demolition, removal, conversion, alteration of, or addition to, the place, or any other work 
(not including painting but including, in the case of a tree, any tree damaging activity) that 
could materially affect the heritage value of the place”. 

As well as obtaining Development Approval for new interments, approval should typically be 
sought for any of the following tasks: 

- Planting and landscaping works, including tree removal; 

- Cleaning of memorials; 

- Reinstatement / repair of memorial components including masonry, lead lettering, cast 
iron railings and other details; 

- Reinstatement of concrete surrounds and plinths. 

Council’s Development Plan states that “Development of a … local heritage place should retain 
those elements contributing to its heritage value, which may include (but not be limited to): 

- Important vistas and views to and from the place 

- Setting and setbacks 

- Trees and other landscaping elements” 

The recommendations in this document are intended to assist in the best practice management 
of the heritage values of the cemeteries, and ensure that the current process can be 
maintained, and a formal development application process will not be necessary. 

In addition, Council’s Heritage Adviser is available on a regular basis to provide advice to Council 
staff, community members and local groups regarding works and maintenance to any items 
within the Local Heritage listed cemeteries. 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE PLACE 
The Templers Cemetery is located behind the former Templers Church (now a private residence), 
and has no street presence or frontage. It is accessed via a narrow driveway between the adjacent 
properties. The collection of memorials face east, and display a variety of materials and styles, with 
a combination of marble, different coloured granites, and slate headstones. Many of the sites are 
in poor condition due to a combination of reactive soils, fire damage, and general weathering. 

 

Figure 1: General view of Templers Cemetery (2018) 

 

 
Figure 2: Aerial image indicating location of Templers Cemetery (2018) 
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4. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

4.1. GENERAL DISTRICT 

The Barossa Valley was explored and named by Surveyor-General William Light in 1837 and 
surveyed in 1839.  One of its first European residents was Johannes Menge, the solitary and 
eccentric German amateur geologist who established an experimental farm at Jacobs Creek in 
about 1839, planting the first grapevines in the valley.  This came to nothing in the short term, 
but Menge later played an important role in promoting the valley and encouraging German 
immigrants to settle there.   
Significant German settlement in South Australia began in 1838 with the arrival of an organised 
and sponsored group of Lutheran farmers under the leadership of Pastor Kavel.  They 
established first Klemzig, now in the Adelaide suburbs, Hahndorf in the Adelaide hills, and then 
Bethanien (Bethany) in the Barossa in 1842.  More ships arrived, and in the 1840s German 
settlement spread outwards to Langmeil, Tanunda, Hoffnungsthal, Neu Mecklenburg, Rosenthal 
(Rosedale) and Buchfelde near Gawler.   
The majority of German immigrants were Lutheran, and tended to settle together as a tight-
knit group, but the community was by no means homogeneous.  Many Lutheran congregations 
were given to disagreements about doctrine, which often led to a split, resulting in a small 
community having two rival Lutheran churches. (Proeve 1992, p. 81)  There were other religious 
groups such as Moravians and Wends who tended to mingle with the Lutherans, and were 
eventually absorbed into them.  These were the people who formed the rural farming 
communities.  But there were also German Catholics and Jews who found they had little in 
common with the rural Lutheran group, and tended to live in urban areas, and to a great extent 
become integrated into mainstream society. (Harmstorf 2001, p. 224)   
Settlement was slow at first.  The colony's population was small, the land was in drought 
throughout the 1840s, and the economy was struggling.  One bright spot was the opening of 
copper mines at Kapunda in 1844 and Burra in 1845, creating employment and wealth.  It was the 
1850s when rural settlement took off.  The seasons were good, wool, wheat and copper prices 
were high, the Victorian gold rushes meant that the banks could offer abundant credit to 
farmers, and the gold miners also created a market for South Australian flour, supplied by 
paddle steamers on the River Murray.  Wheat farms expanded north from Adelaide, and flour 
mills were being built in the new towns.   
Freeling, Greenock, Kangaroo Flat and Templers all had their origins in this burst of prosperity, as 
the wheat frontier spread north.  Kapunda and Greenock had more complex economies, being 
industrial as well as agricultural towns.  The farmers who took part in the northern expansion 
were a mixture of British and German ancestry.   
Of the communities who created these nine cemeteries, the settlers of Kapunda, Kangaroo Flat 
and Templers were predominantly (although not exclusively) descended from people from the 
British Isles.  Kapunda has a civic cemetery, and Kangaroo Flat and Templers cemeteries were 
both beside Methodist chapels.  The other six were in communities with a majority or at least 
significantly large German population, and Loos, Magdala, Schoenfeld and Greenock were all 
associated with Lutheran chapels or churches, all of them except Greenock now demolished.  
Freeling was a civic cemetery, and Buchfelde was almost a private cemetery for a small group of 
prominent German families.   
Cemeteries in urban areas were usually well-managed, either by the local council or a committee 
of trustees.  The funeral of a prominent person was a major event with a street procession, 
sometimes attended by thousands of people.  But rural cemeteries were often under much 
looser management.  They were usually on land donated by a farmer, with a group of local 
farmers acting as trustees.  Rural areas very rarely had a local undertaker.  Funerals were small 
private affairs, carried out by the family and friends of the deceased.  Often there was no plan of 
the cemetery, and no register of burials; that information was not required by law to be 
recorded, and was simply kept in the memories of the community.    
Better management was enforced by the Cemeteries Act 1865, which required cemeteries to be 
registered, managed by a formally appointed board of trustees, who were required to keep 
written records of burials and their locations.  But in many places there was little compliance 
with these rules.  In 1872 the South Australian government published a list of all the cemeteries 
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in South Australia. ("Return of Public Cemeteries" SAPP 119/1872)  It recorded 235 cemeteries, 
metropolitan and rural, public and denominational.  Of those, only three of these nine 
cemeteries in Light - Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling - are listed.  (There is also one simply 
listed as a "German" cemetery, with no location given.)  This shows us that the government still 
had very poor records of where and when burials were taking place, and had completely lost 
track of small rural cemeteries. (Nicol 1994, pp. 434-439)   
When dealing with historic cemeteries, it is wise to assume that there are far more grave sites 
present than there are visible monuments.  The Magdala cemetery has only about six substantial 
grave monuments, but Incomplete records list about 50 burials there between 1887 and 1943.  
That is not an unusual ratio.  Where an accurate burial register exists for a historic cemetery, and 
we compare the number of surviving monuments with the number of people known to have 
been buried, we often find the existing monuments only account for perhaps about one-eighth 
of the burials that have taken place.  While this ratio of monuments to burials may seem low, it is 
not unusual for a large proportion of the burials in a historic cemetery to be unmarked, for a 
variety of reasons.  A substantial number of graves would have been unmarked even at the time; 
these would include for example the graves of the very poor, of stillborn babies, unidentified 
people found dead, suicides and many inmates of hospitals, and of course the graves of people 
who simply did not believe in spending money on monuments.  Erection of a monument 
generally occurred when the dead person was a valued member of a local family or community 
group who had a cultural tradition of erecting monuments to their dead, and the financial 
resources to do so; that by no means describes everyone buried in rural cemeteries.  In any 
society, particularly a transient pioneer society in its early decades, a significant proportion of 
the people buried were far from home, destitute and sometimes anonymous.   
 

4.2. TEMPLERS CEMETERY 

Templers was established as a stopping place on the road from Gawler to Burra.  There was a 
hotel there by 1846 and a post office by 1851, but traffic on the road would have been greatly 
reduced by the opening of the Kapunda railway in 1860.  Like Kangaroo Flat, the district was 
predominantly Anglo-Celtic rather than German.  A school opened in 1858, the Mount Bethel 
Wesleyan chapel opened in March 1865 and the first burial in the associated cemetery was in 
May. (SA Register 18 March 1865, p. 3; 5 May 1865, p. 3). (The Australian Cemeteries Index lists 
two cemeteries in Templers, but as they are both described as Methodist, this appears to be a 
duplication.)   

 

5. HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

5.1. PREVIOUS ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The 2004 Heritage Survey by McDougall and Vines identified the Templers Cemetery as being of 
Local Heritage value, meeting the following criteria of the Development Act 1993: 

a) Templers Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area as it was part of the initial settlement in this area that serviced travellers 
on the main road leading to the north; 

b) It represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it reflects 
the cooperative efforts of early country communities to provide for their needs; 

c) It has played an important part in the lives of local residents as a place of worship for 
Methodists from the time of construction in 1863. 

Note that at the time of the 2004 assessment, the Wesleyan Chapel was still in church ownership 
and the listing encompasses both Church building and cemetery. They are now in separate 
ownership. 
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5.2. REVIEW OF HERITAGE VALUE ASSESSMENT 

In the context of the nine cemeteries within the Light Regional Council area, the Templers 
Cemetery is one of the smaller Anglo-Celtic cemeteries in the district, reflective of the lack of 
expansion of the settlement. The following updated assessment of significance is provided to 
support a more specific and detailed extent of listing. 

a) Templers Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to 
the local area as it was part of the initial settlement in this area that serviced travellers on the 
main road leading to the north, but reflects the lack of later development of that settlement; 

b) It represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area, as it reflects the 
cooperative efforts of early country communities to provide for their needs, and reflects the 
importance of the burial process and high memorial quality; 

It is noted that criterion c) is no longer met, as the Church itself is now in private ownership 
and does not have the ongoing direct connection with the cemetery. 

5.3. REVISED EXTENT OF LISTING / DESCRIPTION 

The current extent of listing (based on the Heritage Survey assessment sheet) reads “The external 
form, materials and details of the 1863 church building and associated graveyard”. 

On site evidence of burials ranges from very intact sites, to no remaining visual evidence. Many of 
the headstones in Templers Cemetery also display extensive damage due to soil movement, and 
many have remnant fire damage still evident. The cemetery plan prepared by Light Regional 
Council indicates where sites have recorded burials. 

An amended extent of listing is proposed, as follows. 

The whole of the Templers Cemetery Reserve incorporating all extant graves and sites known to 
contain burials.” The Church is now in private ownership and this should be reflected in the extent 
of listing and details contained in the Light Regional Council Development Plan at the next 
opportunity. 

 

Figure 3: Aerial image of Templers Cemetery  



 
 
 
 
 TEMPLERS CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\TEMPLERS CEMETERY.DOCX P 6 / 14 

6. CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
These Conservation Policies has been prepared to assist in the future management and 
development of the cemetery, and is informed by the revised assessment of heritage value. They 
are divided into headings to clearly identify do’s and don’t’s for actions within the cemetery. 

Some tasks should only be undertaken by qualified professionals, due to the specialist nature of 
the work. Contact the Monumental Masons Association of South Australia for a list of qualified 
monumental masons.  Council has a Cemetery Memorials Policy which outlines the conditions and 
documentation required to be provided by monumental masons prior to any standard application 
for memorials work is approved. 

6.1. GENERAL 

- Do as much as is necessary but as little as possible; 

- Retain original fabric; 

- Retain natural patinas and evidence of age on monumentation; 

- Keep records of all works; 

- Train Cemetery staff in works that may affect the heritage value of the place. 

6.2. NEW BURIALS - SITING 

No new burials are anticipated in the existing Templers Cemetery, as many apparently vacant 
plots do contain burials. An option to expand the cemetery to the west should be explored to 
accommodate any new burials. 

6.3. NEW BURIALS – DESIGN (WITHIN FUTURE EXPANDED CEMETERY AREA) 

Should an additional area be created to the west of the existing cemetery for new burials, there 
will be a fair amount of flexibility in the design of new memorials. There would be a preference for 
memorials to be of marble or light coloured granites, in keeping with the historic area of the 
cemetery, but with sufficient curtilage to the new area, other materials could be considered. 
Some newer (replacement) memorials have already been erected at the rear (western side) of 
the cemetery to replace damaged headstones, which could act as a transitionary zone between 
the old and new areas. 

  
Figure 4, 5: replacement memorials, and vacant land beyond as option for expansion 

6.4. EXISTING BURIAL SITES 

Sites with little or no physical remnants of memorials or plot surrounds should be identified with a 
marker, as per Council’s proposal of a small chamfered top post with engraved plaque; 

The markers could potentially be partially funded through a heritage grant application to Council; 
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Figure 6, 7: Markers should be installed where little visible evidence remains; example of markers installed at 
Greenock 

 
Additional plaques, if desired to be added to memorials (for example recognising an anniversary 
event, or replicating text from a headstone that is weathered) should be located remotely from 
the headstone; 

   
Figure 8, 9: Example of separate plaque to commemorate an event or interpret text from headstone at Kapunda 
 

6.5. CONSERVATION WORKS 

6.5.1 Carrara / Angaston Marble: 
- Repair of damaged pieces – broken pieces can be fixed to a secondary base (slate, stone, and 

concrete are all options) which is placed on the ground but packed up slightly at one end to 
ensure water runoff. 

  
Figure 10, 11: Example of marble on concrete base; recently broken / damaged marble 
 

- Cleaning guidelines for marble monuments 

1. Protect elements of the monument that aren’t to be cleaned and adjacent monuments by taping plastic 
sheeting in place. Divert run-off away from monuments. Avoid overspray or splash. 
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2. Wash down the marble headstone with medium to high pressure tap water. Use low pressure in the 
vicinity of lead lettering. Do not use scrubbing brushes or abrasives. 

3. Leave the headstone to dry. 
4. Prepare solution of a biocide based on a quaternary ammonium compound. “Wet & Forget” moss and 

mould remover is recommended. The solution should be 2% i.e. 2mL of biocide in 1 litre of clean potable 
water. Do not add anything else; things like detergent, bleach or acids will damage the surface of the 
marble. 

5. Re-moisten the marble. Apply biocide solution by spray or soft brush. Avoid brushing if smearing or 
smudging occurs. Do not brush near lead lettering as it may loosen the lead. Leave the solution on the 
marble, do not rinse. 

6. Leave for four weeks. 
7. Protect the monument and adjacent monuments as described in step 1 above. 
8. Lightly brush down the marble headstone with a soft-bristled brush. Soft plastic or wooden scrapers can 

also be used. Do not brush near lead letters. After brushing, rinse the marble headstone with clean, 
potable water at tap pressure. Further brushing can be undertaken on stubborn growths but stop if 
smearing or smudging occurs. 

9. After rinsing apply another biocide solution in accordance with step 4 above. 
Note: Do not undertake cleaning on a windy day or if there is a likelihood of rain that day and preferably no 
likelihood of rain for a few days. 

Safety Requirements: Wear goggles, gloves and protective clothing and follow biocide manufacturer’s written 
recommendations and instructions. 

  
Figure 12, 13: Fire damaged and weathered marble requiring cleaning 
 

- Replacement of items beyond repair or missing – replacement of decayed marble headstones 
should be to match the original material where possible. The replacement memorial should 
be assessed using the process outlined below; in addition detailed photographs should be 
taken to record the existing memorial before its removal. 

CHECKLIST ITEM EXISTING IN AREA PROPOSED ACCEPTABLE (y/n) 

SIZE 

- Height 

- Width 

- Length 

   

FORM 

- Massing of elements 
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- Bulk 

- Shapes incorporated 

MATERIALS 

- Patination 

- Texture 

- Colour range within each 
type of stone 

   

FINISH 

- Degree of finishing of 
stones 

- How is stone or other 
material sourced and 
worked 

   

EMBELLISHMENTS 

- Lettering colour and style 

- Photos, plaques 

- Symbols, carvings 

   

GRAVE FURNITURE 

- Location 

- Fixed or not fixed 

   

OTHER ELEMENTS    

 
SIZE 
 Monuments vary widely in height and other dimensions. The existing size and height of 
monuments within the immediate locality will determine the appropriate height, width, 
length and dimensions of the proposed monument form. Consistency is expected with the 
predominant size. 

FORM 
 Monuments can range in form from simple headstones to more complicated canopy 
graves. The general form of the monuments existing in the immediate locality should be 
considered. and new monuments should accord with the predominant existing character in 
terms of form.  

MATERIALS 
Most monuments are of stone, usually granite, marble or sandstone. The predominant 
existing materials within each area will be defined by the Heritage Adviser and new 
monuments should accord to an acceptable degree with the existing. 

FINISH 
 Monumental masons can provide a range of finished stones. The appropriate level of finish 
will be related to the predominant type of finish within the immediate context. 

The following definitions are provided for the particular types of finish. 

− Honed - a honed finish to stone is a matt finish, not highly polished. The stone has a 
very smooth surface, imparted by a hand or mechanical rubbing process. A honed 
finish is smooth and shows the full colour of the stone without reflection. 

− Sawn - provides a coarse and even textured finish. 

− Rustic - is a split rock surface achieved by using a mason's pitcher. The effect is a 
coarse rock finish. 

− Axed - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw and by a handmason using a 
broad face chisel. Bevels are further worked using the same process. This provides a 
slightly more irregular finish than a sawn finish. 
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− Punched - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw. Surfaces are further 
worked by a mason using variable pointed punches to achieve a fine textured finish. 

− Polished - stone is sawn and polished using a variety of automated and hand polishing 
machines. Various grades of diamond polishing heads are used to achieve the final 
finish required. 

EMBELLISHMENT AND DETAIL 
The most appropriate style and colour of lettering will be determined by the form, 
materials and finish of the monument, and the predominance of existing lettering forms 
and colour in the area. Lettering can be black leaded, black painted, or incised. Gold 
lettering is usually the least appropriate. 

GRAVE FURNITURE 
 New graves often have fixed vases or other elements which may or may not be fixed to the 
grave. The appropriateness of these will be determined in accordance with the type of 
monument and the character existing in the immediate locality. 

  
Figure 14, 15: Damaged marble beyond repair 
 

6.5.2 Slate 

- Slate can be cleaned with a water and a soft bristled brush, or a weak biocide which should be 
rinsed off thoroughly. 

 
Figure 16: Slate requiring cleaning 
 

6.5.3 Lead incised lettering 

- Repairs to lead lettering should only be conducted by a professional contractor; 

- Loose or dislodged pieces should be collected and placed in a location where they can be 
accessed when repairs are possible; 
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- A transcription of the text should ideally be made and retained in Council records to ensure 
replacement text can be accurately replicated. 

  
Figure 17, 18: Lead lettering in poor condition 
 

6.5.4 Other lettering types 

- Other types of lettering demonstrate wear and weathering and should be reinstated / 
repaired only by professional contractors after investigation of the type of lettering and 
most appropriate methodology to repair. 

  
Figure 19, 20: Examples of lettering types displaying wear and effects of weathering 
 

6.5.5 Granite 

- Granite can be cleaned with a water and a soft bristle brush, or weak biocide mix  

- Lettering should be repaired or reinstated as per section 6.5.4 above. 

  
Figure 21, 22: Examples of weathering and organic growth to granite memorials, loss of lettering 
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6.5.6 Concrete, stone and tile floors 

- Broken concrete floors should be removed and replaced with new concrete, ensuring a 
foam bondbreaker strip is installed between the concrete and any historic fabric, and the 
level of the concrete is the same or lower than the removed slab; in addition Brighton Lite 
cement should be used, as it has a lower salt content than standard cement, and produces 
a more appropriate colour concrete; 

- Tiled surfaces and granite or marble panels should be repaired or replaced to match the 
original finish where possible; 

- Alternatively, the area surrounding the headstone or within a site can be filled with a 
compacted gravel or aggregate, or even compacted earth. 

- Concrete, brick  and stone perimeters should also be repaired and realigned to prevent 
further deterioration and loss of material. 

   
   Figure 23, 24, 25: Damaged perimeter edging in various materials 

 

6.5.7 Leaning Memorials: 

- Options for consideration: (all to be undertaken by professional contractor) 

Lay flat on masonry plinth to prevent breakage / further damage; 

Temporary propping; 

Stabilise by underpinning and reinstating on level ground. 

  
   Figure 26, 27: Leaning / damaged headstones 
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6.5.8 Cast Iron: 

- Cast iron work does not require cleaning; 

- Maintain cast iron elements by applying 50% fish oil / 50% mineral turpentine mix: 

TREATING CAST IRON RAILINGS WITH A FISH OIL SOLUTION 

1. Clean any debris, leaves or dirt away from the base of ironwork. 
2. Place and tape drop sheets around the base, blocks and kerbs of the monument. 
3. Remove dirt, flaking paint and loose rust with a soft bristle brush (hair, nylon or similar). Use of wire brushes 

is not desirable as they will leave metal filings on surrounding stonework that will corrode and discolour the 
stone. A light brush is all that is needed. Do not try to rub the ironwork back. 

4. Wash the ironwork down with damp rags soaked in mineral turps. Washing is important as it removes any 
remaining metal particles which would otherwise promote corrosion. 
Allow the washed railings to dry before commencing any applications of fish oil solution. 

Do not apply fish oil solution to wet or damp surfaces, in wet weather, or when the surface temperature 
is below 10°C. 

5. Coat the ironwork with Wattyl Killrust Fishoilene diluted with an equal amount of mineral turps and applied 
with a brush. Work well into cracks and crevices. Use drop sheets to protect surrounding stones, kerbs and 
blocks from drops and splashes. Should any significant spills occur, cloth drop sheets should be soaked in 
water to avoid the risk of self-ignition. Plastic drop sheets may be a better option. The coating dries very 
slowly (48 hours) and so dry and still weather is desirable to avoid excessive accumulation of dust on the 
tacky surface. 

Notes: 

The slow deterioration of ironwork can be impeded and the appearance of the ironwork improved by 
coating with fish-oil. 
The fish-oil coating will be dark and glossy initially but will turn matt and gradually degrade and eventually 
wear off. However, in doing so it will not trap moisture against the metal which is the risk with paints. Thus, 
although the fish-oil will eventually require replacement, any failure to replace in good time will have no 
deleterious effect. 
Ironwork should not be sandblasted or subjected to similar aggressive “cleaning” methods. 

Safety Requirements: 

Read and ensure you understand the information on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for Fishoilene 
and Mineral Turpentine. 
Follow the recommendations on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for Fishoilene and Mineral 
Turpentine. Wear protective clothing including protective footwear, overalls, gloves, eye goggles and face 
mask. 

       
Figure 28, 29, 30: Cast iron railings in varying states of repair 

 
- Broken cast iron elements should be retained at their site for future reinstatement or to 

allow patterns to be replicated. 
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6.6. SITE WORKS: 

- Trees and other vegetation within burial plots should be removed to prevent further damage; 

   
Figure 31, 32: vegetation within grave sites 
 

- Additional planting for shade may be appropriate but should be limited to the perimeter of 
the site. 

 
Figure 33: additional planting may be possible 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The Buchfelde Cemetery is one of nine Council owned public cemeteries within the Light 
Regional Council. This report is intended to supplement the information collated in the Light 
Regional Council Cemeteries Management Plan, 2019-2025, and is presented as an Appendix 
to the CMP. 

This document and recommendations contained within it have been prepared cognisant of 
the principles and processes of The Burra Charter, and best practice heritage management 
principles. 

 

2. STATUTORY FRAMEWORK– DEVELOPMENT PLAN & DEVELOPMENT ACT 
The Buchfelde Cemetery is listed as a Local Heritage Place in the Light Regional Council 
Development Plan, having been assessed as part of the Light Heritage Survey by McDougall 
and Vines in 2004. Its heritage value is discussed in more detail in section 5 of this document. 
 
Currently, the erection of new memorials does not follow a process whereby a development 
application is lodged with the Light Regional Council, and the application assessed by 
Council’s planning team; however a Development Application is normally required for any 
works to a Local Heritage Place that involve: 

“the demolition, removal, conversion, alteration of, or addition to, the place, or any other 
work (not including painting but including, in the case of a tree, any tree damaging 
activity) that could materially affect the heritage value of the place”. 

As well as obtaining Development Approval for new interments, approval should typically be 
sought for any of the following tasks: 

- Planting and landscaping works, including tree removal; 

- Cleaning of memorials; 

- Reinstatement / repair of memorial components including masonry, lead lettering, 
cast iron railings and other details; 

- Reinstatement of concrete surrounds and plinths. 

Council’s Development Plan states that “Development of a … local heritage place should 
retain those elements contributing to its heritage value, which may include (but not be 
limited to): 

- Important vistas and views to and from the place 

- Setting and setbacks 

- Trees and other landscaping elements” 

The recommendations in this document are intended to assist in the best practice 
management of the heritage values of the cemeteries, and ensure that the current process 
can be maintained, and a formal development application process will not be necessary. 

In addition, Council’s Heritage Adviser is available on a regular basis to provide advice to 
Council staff, community members and local groups regarding works and maintenance to 
any items within the Local Heritage listed cemeteries. 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE PLACE 
 
The Buchfelde Cemetery is a small collection of headstones in segmented rows, all facing 
east. Monuments are of Carrara marble, Angaston marble, and some granite. Two notable 
metal cross memorials are present. Some more recent black granite headstones have been 
erected to the eastern side of the cemetery. 
Some of the marble headstones have fine lead inscriptions, including some written in 
German. A mixture of later concrete plinths, brick surrounds and cast iron railings are used as 
perimeter edges 
 

 
Figure 1: General view of Buchfelde Cemetery (2018) 

 

 
Figure 2: Aerial image indicating location of Buchfelde Cemetery (2018) 
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4. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

4.1. GENERAL DISTRICT 

The Barossa Valley was explored and named by Surveyor-General William Light in 1837 and 
surveyed in 1839.  One of its first European residents was Johannes Menge, the solitary and 
eccentric German amateur geologist who established an experimental farm at Jacobs Creek 
in about 1839, planting the first grapevines in the valley.  This came to nothing in the short 
term, but Menge later played an important role in promoting the valley and encouraging 
German immigrants to settle there.   
Significant German settlement in South Australia began in 1838 with the arrival of an 
organised and sponsored group of Lutheran farmers under the leadership of Pastor Kavel.  
They established first Klemzig, now in the Adelaide suburbs, Hahndorf in the Adelaide hills, 
and then Bethanien (Bethany) in the Barossa in 1842.  More ships arrived, and in the 1840s 
German settlement spread outwards to Langmeil, Tanunda, Hoffnungsthal, Neu 
Mecklenburg, Rosenthal (Rosedale) and Buchfelde near Gawler.   
The majority of German immigrants were Lutheran, and tended to settle together as a tight-
knit group, but the community was by no means homogeneous.  Many Lutheran 
congregations were given to disagreements about doctrine, which often led to a split, 
resulting in a small community having two rival Lutheran churches. (Proeve 1992, p. 81)  
There were other religious groups such as Moravians and Wends who tended to mingle with 
the Lutherans, and were eventually absorbed into them.  These were the people who formed 
the rural farming communities.  But there were also German Catholics and Jews who found 
they had little in common with the rural Lutheran group, and tended to live in urban areas, 
and to a great extent become integrated into mainstream society. (Harmstorf 2001, p. 224)   
Settlement was slow at first.  The colony's population was small, the land was in drought 
throughout the 1840s, and the economy was struggling.  One bright spot was the opening of 
copper mines at Kapunda in 1844 and Burra in 1845, creating employment and wealth.  It was 
the 1850s when rural settlement took off.  The seasons were good, wool, wheat and copper 
prices were high, the Victorian gold rushes meant that the banks could offer abundant 
credit to farmers, and the gold miners also created a market for South Australian flour, 
supplied by paddle steamers on the River Murray.  Wheat farms expanded north from 
Adelaide, and flour mills were being built in the new towns.   
Freeling, Greenock, Kangaroo Flat and Templers all had their origins in this burst of 
prosperity, as the wheat frontier spread north.  Kapunda and Greenock had more complex 
economies, being industrial as well as agricultural towns.  The farmers who took part in the 
northern expansion were a mixture of British and German ancestry.   
Of the communities who created these nine cemeteries, the settlers of Kapunda, Kangaroo 
Flat and Templers were predominantly (although not exclusively) descended from people 
from the British Isles.  Kapunda has a civic cemetery, and Kangaroo Flat and Templers 
cemeteries were both beside Methodist chapels.  The other six were in communities with a 
majority or at least significantly large German population, and Loos, Magdala, Schoenfeld 
and Greenock were all associated with Lutheran chapels or churches, all of them except 
Greenock now demolished.  Freeling was a civic cemetery, and Buchfelde was almost a 
private cemetery for a small group of prominent German families.   
Cemeteries in urban areas were usually well-managed, either by the local council or a 
committee of trustees.  The funeral of a prominent person was a major event with a street 
procession, sometimes attended by thousands of people.  But rural cemeteries were often 
under much looser management.  They were usually on land donated by a farmer, with a 
group of local farmers acting as trustees.  Rural areas very rarely had a local undertaker.  
Funerals were small private affairs, carried out by the family and friends of the deceased.  
Often there was no plan of the cemetery, and no register of burials; that information was not 
required by law to be recorded, and was simply kept in the memories of the community.    
Better management was enforced by the Cemeteries Act 1865, which required cemeteries 
to be registered, managed by a formally appointed board of trustees, who were required to 
keep written records of burials and their locations.  But in many places there was little 
compliance with these rules.  In 1872 the South Australian government published a list of all 
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the cemeteries in South Australia. ("Return of Public Cemeteries" SAPP 119/1872)  It 
recorded 235 cemeteries, metropolitan and rural, public and denominational.  Of those, only 
three of these nine cemeteries in Light - Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling - are listed.  
(There is also one simply listed as a "German" cemetery, with no location given.)  This shows 
us that the government still had very poor records of where and when burials were taking 
place, and had completely lost track of small rural cemeteries. (Nicol 1994, pp. 434-439)   
When dealing with historic cemeteries, it is wise to assume that there are far more grave 
sites present than there are visible monuments.  The Magdala cemetery has only about six 
substantial grave monuments, but Incomplete records list about 50 burials there between 
1887 and 1943.  That is not an unusual ratio.  Where an accurate burial register exists for a 
historic cemetery, and we compare the number of surviving monuments with the number of 
people known to have been buried, we often find the existing monuments only account for 
perhaps about one-eighth of the burials that have taken place.  While this ratio of 
monuments to burials may seem low, it is not unusual for a large proportion of the burials in 
a historic cemetery to be unmarked, for a variety of reasons.  A substantial number of graves 
would have been unmarked even at the time; these would include for example the graves of 
the very poor, of stillborn babies, unidentified people found dead, suicides and many 
inmates of hospitals, and of course the graves of people who simply did not believe in 
spending money on monuments.  Erection of a monument generally occurred when the 
dead person was a valued member of a local family or community group who had a cultural 
tradition of erecting monuments to their dead, and the financial resources to do so; that by 
no means describes everyone buried in rural cemeteries.  In any society, particularly a 
transient pioneer society in its early decades, a significant proportion of the people buried 
were far from home, destitute and sometimes anonymous.   

 
4.2. BUCHFELDE CEMETERY 

Buchfelde (originally Buchsfelde) was established by the brothers Otto and Richard 
Schomburgk in 1849.  They named it after a benefactor, German geologist Leopold von 
Buch, who had financed their voyage to Australia. (Manning 1990, p. 53; Brisbane Telegraph 
13 August 1925, p. 2)  A small group of wealthy and intellectual German immigrants gathered 
in the vicinity, including the Winckel, Roediger and von Kreusler families.  Richard 
Schomburgk later became Director of the Adelaide Botanic Garden 1865-1891.  There are 
burials in the cemetery dating from the 1870s onward, but it appears not to have been 
associated with a church.  The name of Buchfelde was changed to Loos under the 
Nomenclature Act in 1917, and restored in 1990.   

 
 

5. HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 
 

5.1. PREVIOUS ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The 2004 Heritage Survey by McDougall and Vines identified the Buchfelde Cemetery as 
being of Local Heritage value, meeting the following criteria of the Development Act 1993: 

a) Buchfelde Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area as it indicates the establishment of German Lutheran 
settlements in the Light region; 

b) It represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it is 
evidence of a typically close-knit Lutheran settlement in the area; 

d) it displays aesthetic merit of significance to the local area as it retains a number of 
notable examples of early grave headstones. 
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5.2. REVIEW OF HERITAGE VALUE ASSESSMENT 

In the context of the nine cemeteries within the Light Regional Council area, the Buchfelde 
Cemetery is one of the smaller and more intact representations of early German / Lutheran 
settlement in the district. 

The following updated assessment of significance is provided to support a more specific and 
detailed extent and understanding of the listing: 

a) The Buchfelde Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, representing the establishment of small, close knit German 
Lutheran settlements in the region; 

b) The Buchfelde Cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, through the collection of high-quality memorials indicating the importance of 
the burial process and memorial quality, and providing a memorial to members of the 
local community of some importance; 

d) The Buchfelde Cemetery displays aesthetic merit of significance to the local area as it 
retains a number of notable examples of early grave headstones, many displaying high quality 
craftsmanship, use of local materials (Angaston and Kapunda marble, slate), and examples of 
fine technical skill such as ornate lead incised lettering throughout the cemetery. It also 
contains two unusual and finely executed metal grave markers. 

5.3. CURRENT EXTENT OF LISTING 

The current extent of listing identified in the Development Plan is “Cemetery Reserve, graves 
sites and headstones’. It does not attribute levels of significance or identify areas of particular 
value. 

5.4. REVISED EXTENT OF LISTING 

On site evidence of burials ranges from very intact sites, to those with no remaining visual 
evidence. To assist in the future planning and management of the Buchfelde Cemetery, an 
amended extent of listing is proposed, as follows. 

An amended approach to the extent of listing is proposed, to define areas where new burials 
are appropriate. The remainder of the cemetery containing existing grave sites is considered 
to be of historic importance. 

The rationale for this area is that some curtilage should be given to the earlier graves to not 
encroach on their setting, particularly where little remains of the gravesite. 

This does not alter the fact that the Local Heritage listing applies to the whole of the 
cemetery, but assists in defining an area where new burials could take place, as defined in the 
figure below.  
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Figure 3: Plan of Buchfelde Cemetery – yellow line defining area of historic significance  
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6. CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
These Conservation Policies has been prepared to assist in the future management and 
development of the cemetery, and is informed by the revised assessment of heritage value. 
They are divided into headings to clearly identify do’s and don’t’s for actions within the 
cemetery. 

Some tasks should only be undertaken by qualified professionals, due to the specialist nature 
of the work. Contact the Monumental Masons Association of South Australia for a list of 
qualified monumental masons.  Council has a Cemetery Memorials Policy which outlines the 
conditions and documentation required to be provided by monumental masons prior to any 
standard application for memorials work is approved. 

6.1.  GENERAL 

- Do as much as is necessary but as little as possible; 

- Retain original fabric; 

- Retain natural patinas and evidence of age on monumentation; 

- Keep records of all works; 

- Train Cemetery staff in works that may affect the heritage value of the place. 

6.2. NEW BURIALS - SITING 

Should Council determine that new burials are to occur at the Buchfelde Cemetery, the 
following guidelines should be followed: 

- Location of new burial plots to be as per the plan provided at Figure 3; 

- New grave sites should continue the orientation of the historic graves (facing east), and 
maintain the existing north south alignment of rows; 

- The open space on approach from Two Wells Road should be maintained, to preserve the 
prominence of the historic collection of graves as per the image below; 

- Siting of new sites should allow for sufficient access around the perimeter of the grave, and 
to adjacent graves. 

6.3. NEW BURIALS – DESIGN OF MEMORIAL 

- Provided the site is within the designated area for new burials and not within the historic 
part of the cemetery, most styles of monumentation are appropriate for the context of 
the Buchfelde cemetery, although the checklist below should be used to ensure 
appropriate styles are selected – proposals should meet four of the five first items on 
the matrix; 

CHECKLIST ITEM EXISTING IN 
AREA 

PROPOSED ACCEPTABLE 
(y/n) 

SIZE 

- Height 

- Width 

- Length 

   

FORM 

- Massing of elements 

- Bulk 

- Shapes incorporated 

   

MATERIALS    
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- Patination 

- Texture 

- Colour range within 
each type of stone 

FINISH 

- Degree of finishing 
of stones 

- How is stone or 
other material 
sourced and worked 

   

EMBELLISHMENTS 

- Lettering colour and 
style 

- Photos, plaques 

- Symbols, carvings 

   

GRAVE FURNITURE 

- Location 

- Fixed or not fixed 

   

OTHER ELEMENTS    

 
SIZE 

 Monuments vary widely in height and other dimensions. The existing size and height of 
monuments within the immediate locality will determine the appropriate height, width, 
length and dimensions of the proposed monument form. Consistency is expected with the 
predominant size. 

FORM 

 Monuments can range in form from simple headstones to more complicated canopy 
graves. The general form of the monuments existing in the immediate locality should be 
considered. and new monuments should accord with the predominant existing character in 
terms of form.  

MATERIALS 

Most monuments are of stone, usually granite, marble or sandstone. The predominant 
existing materials within each area will be defined by the Heritage Adviser and new 
monuments should accord to an acceptable degree with the existing. 

FINISH 

 Monumental masons can provide a range of finished stones. The appropriate level of finish 
will be related to the predominant type of finish within the immediate context. 

The following definitions are provided for the particular types of finish. 

 Honed - a honed finish to stone is a matt finish, not highly polished. The stone has a 
very smooth surface, imparted by a hand or mechanical rubbing process. A honed 
finish is smooth and shows the full colour of the stone without reflection. 

 Sawn - provides a coarse and even textured finish. 

 Rustic - is a split rock surface achieved by using a mason's pitcher. The effect is a 
coarse rock finish. 
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 Axed - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw and by a handmason using a 
broad face chisel. Bevels are further worked using the same process. This provides a 
slightly more irregular finish than a sawn finish. 

 Punched - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw. Surfaces are further 
worked by a mason using variable pointed punches to achieve a fine textured finish. 

 Polished - stone is sawn and polished using a variety of automated and hand polishing 
machines. Various grades of diamond polishing heads are used to achieve the final 
finish required. 

EMBELLISHMENT AND DETAIL 

The most appropriate style and colour of lettering will be determined by the form, 
materials and finish of the monument, and the predominance of existing lettering forms 
and colour in the area. Lettering can be black leaded, black painted, or incised. Gold 
lettering is usually the least appropriate. 

Photos, plaques, symbols and carvings should be considered in the context of the 
monument type and existing character of the area.  

GRAVE FURNITURE 

 New graves often have fixed vases or other elements which may or may not be fixed to 
the grave. The appropriateness of these will be determined in accordance with the type of 
monument and the character existing in the immediate locality. 

   
       Figure 4, 5: Examples of more recent and appropriate memorials in the eastern part of the cemetery 

 

6.4.   EXISTING BURIAL SITES 

- Sites with no physical remnants of memorials or plot surrounds should be identified with a 
marker as per Council’s proposal of a small chamfered top post with engraved plaque; 

   
    Figure 6, 7, 8: Markers should be installed where little visible evidence remains; example of markers installed 
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- The markers could potentially be partially funded through a heritage grant application to 

Council; 

- Additional plaques desired to be added to memorials (for example recognising an 
anniversary event, or replicating text from a headstone that is weathered) should be 
located remotely from the headstone. 

   
Figure 9, 10: Example of separate plaque to commemorate event or interpret text from headstone (Kapunda 
Cemetery) 

 

6.5. CONSERVATION WORKS 

6.5.1 Carrara / Angaston Marble: 

- Repair of damaged pieces – broken pieces can be fixed to a secondary base (slate, stone, 
and concrete are all options) which is placed on the ground but packed up slightly at one 
end to ensure water runoff. 

   
Figure 11, 12: Broken / split memorials 
 

- Cleaning guidelines 

CLEANING MARBLE MONUMENTS 

1. Protect elements of the monument that aren’t to be cleaned and adjacent monuments by taping 
plastic sheeting in place. Divert run‐off away from monuments. Avoid overspray or splash. 

2. Wash down the marble headstone with medium to high pressure tap water. Use low pressure in the 
vicinity of lead lettering. Do not use scrubbing brushes or abrasives. 

3. Leave the headstone to dry. 
4. Prepare solution of a biocide based on a quaternary ammonium compound. “Wet & Forget” moss and 

mould remover is recommended. The solution should be 2% i.e. 2mL of biocide in 1 litre of clean 
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potable water. Do not add anything else; things like detergent, bleach or acids will damage the surface 
of the marble. 

5. Re‐moisten the marble. Apply biocide solution by spray or soft brush. Avoid brushing if smearing or 
smudging occurs. Do not brush near lead lettering as it may loosen the lead. Leave the solution on the 
marble, do not rinse. 

6. Leave for four weeks. 
7. Protect the monument and adjacent monuments as described in step 1 above. 
8. Lightly brush down the marble headstone with a soft‐bristled brush. Soft plastic or wooden scrapers 

can also be used. Do not brush near lead letters. After brushing, rinse the marble headstone with 
clean, potable water at tap pressure. Further brushing can be undertaken on stubborn growths but 
stop if smearing or smudging occurs. 

9. After rinsing apply another biocide solution in accordance with step 4 above. 

Note: Do not undertake cleaning on a windy day or if there is a likelihood of rain that day and preferably no 

likelihood of rain for a few days. 

Safety Requirements: Wear goggles, gloves and protective clothing and follow biocide manufacturer’s 

written recommendations and instructions. 

- Replacement of items beyond repair or missing – replacement of decayed marble 
headstones should be to match the original material where possible. The replacement 
memorial should be assessed using the process outlined in 6.3; in addition detailed 
photographs should be taken to record the existing memorial before its removal. 

 
6..5.2 Lead incised lettering: 

- Repairs to lead lettering should only be conducted by professional contractors; 

- Loose or dislodged pieces should be collected and placed in a location where they can be 
accessed when repairs are possible; 

       
Figure 13, 14: Lead lettering to marble memorials 

6.5.3 Concrete floors: 

-  Broken concrete floors should be removed and replaced with new concrete, ensuring 
a foam bondbreaker strip is installed between the concrete and any historic fabric, 
and the level of the concrete is the same or lower than the removed slab; in addition 
Brighton Lite cement should be used, as it has a lower salt content than standard 
cement, and produces a more appropriate colour concrete; 

- Alternatively, the area can be filled with a compacted gravel or aggregate, or even 
compacted earth. 
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6.5.4 Cast Iron grave markers 

Buchfelde Cemetery contains two unusual cast iron grave markers, which should be 
conserved only by specialist contractors. Corrosion treatment and protective coating 
application should be considered, for both the Driesener and Odewahn memorials. 

   
      Figure 15, 16, 17: Driesener Memorial  

 

   
       Figure 18, 19, 20: Odewahn Memorial 

 
6.5.5 Cast Iron railings: 

- Cast iron work does not require cleaning; 

- Maintain cast iron elements by applying 50% fish oil / 50% mineral turpentine mix, as 
follows: 

TREATING CAST IRON RAILINGS WITH A FISH OIL SOLUTION 

1. Clean any debris, leaves or dirt away from the base of ironwork. 
2. Place and tape drop sheets around the base, blocks and kerbs of the monument. 
3. Remove dirt, flaking paint and loose rust with a soft bristle brush (hair, nylon or similar). Use of wire brushes 

is not desirable as they will leave metal filings on surrounding stonework that will corrode and discolour the 
stone. A light brush is all that is needed. Do not try to rub the ironwork back. 

4. Wash the ironwork down with damp rags soaked in mineral turps. Washing is important as it removes any 
remaining metal particles which would otherwise promote corrosion. 

Allow the washed railings to dry before commencing any applications of fish oil solution. 

Do not apply fish oil solution to wet or damp surfaces, in wet weather, or when the surface temperature 

is below 10°C. 

5. Coat the ironwork with Wattyl Killrust Fishoilene diluted with an equal amount of mineral turps and applied 
with a brush. Work well into cracks and crevices. Use drop sheets to protect surrounding stones, kerbs and 
blocks from drops and splashes. Should any significant spills occur, cloth drop sheets should be soaked in 
water to avoid the risk of self‐ignition. Plastic drop sheets may be a better option. The coating dries very 
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slowly (48 hours) and so dry and still weather is desirable to avoid excessive accumulation of dust on the 
tacky surface. 

Notes: 

The slow deterioration of ironwork can be impeded and the appearance of the ironwork improved by 

coating with fish‐oil. 

The fish‐oil coating will be dark and glossy initially but will turn matt and gradually degrade and eventually 

wear off. However, in doing so it will not trap moisture against the metal which is the risk with paints. Thus, 

although the fish‐oil will eventually require replacement, any failure to replace in good time will have no 

deleterious effect. 

Ironwork should not be sandblasted or subjected to similar aggressive “cleaning” methods. 

Safety Requirements: 

Read and ensure you understand the information on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for 

Fishoilene and Mineral Turpentine. 

Follow the recommendations on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for Fishoilene and Mineral 

Turpentine. 

Wear protective clothing including protective footwear, overalls, gloves, eye goggles and face mask. 

       
Figure 21, 22, 23: Railings at Buchfelde 

 

6.6. SITE WORKS 

- Additional planting for shade may be appropriate but should be limited to the perimeter 
of the site, and should be respectful of the primary avenue of gums through the centre 
of the cemetery; 

- Any other proposed works to the site should be discussed with Council and the Heritage 
Adviser to ensure appropriateness. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The Loos Cemetery is one of nine Council owned public cemeteries within the Light 
Regional Council. This report is intended to supplement the information collated in the 
Light Regional Council Cemeteries Management Plan, 2019-2025, and is presented as an 
Appendix to the CMP. 

This document and recommendations contained within it have been prepared cognisant 
of the principles and processes of The Burra Charter, and best practice heritage 
management principles. Where appropriate, other guiding documents have been 
referred to. 

 

2. STATUTORY FRAMEWORK – DEVELOPMENT PLAN & DEVELOPMENT ACT 
The Loos Cemetery is listed as Local Heritage Places in the Light Regional Council 
Development Plan, having been assessed as part of the Light Heritage Survey by 
McDougall and Vines in 2004. Its heritage value is discussed in more detail in section 3 of 
this document. 

Currently, the erection of new memorials does not follow a process whereby a 
development application is lodged with the Light Regional Council, and the application 
assessed by Council’s planning team; however a Development Application is normally 
required for any works to a Local Heritage Place that involve: 

“the demolition, removal, conversion, alteration of, or addition to, the place, or any other 
work (not including painting but including, in the case of a tree, any tree damaging 
activity) that could materially affect the heritage value of the place”. 

As well as obtaining Development Approval for new interments, approval should typically 
be sought for any of the following tasks: 

- Planting and landscaping works, including tree removal; 

- Cleaning of memorials; 

- Reinstatement / repair of memorial components including masonry, lead lettering, 
cast iron railings and other details; 

- Reinstatement of concrete surrounds and plinths. 

Council’s Development Plan states that “Development of a … local heritage place should 
retain those elements contributing to its heritage value, which may include (but not be 
limited to): 

- Important vistas and views to and from the place 

- Setting and setbacks 

- Trees and other landscaping elements” 

The recommendations in this document are intended to assist in the best practice 
management of the heritage values of the cemeteries, and ensure that the current 
process can be maintained, and a formal development application process will not be 
necessary. 

In addition, Council’s Heritage Adviser is available on a regular basis to provide advice to 
Council staff, community members and local groups regarding works and maintenance 
to any items within the Local Heritage listed cemeteries. 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE PLACE 
The Loos Cemetery is a small collection of headstones in four rows, all facing east. Most of 
the monuments are of Carrara marble, with a few Angaston marble monuments and one 
slate headstone. A stone memorial to the now demolished Loos Methodist Church is 
located close to the roadside. 
Many of the headstones have fine lead inscriptions, including many written in German. 
Cast iron surrounds to grave plots are common as well as later concrete plinths. 
 

 
Figure 1: General view of Loos Cemetery (2018) 

 

 
Figure 2: Aerial image indicating location of Loos Cemetery (2018) 
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4. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

4.1. GENERAL DISTRICT 

The Barossa Valley was explored and named by Surveyor-General William Light in 1837 
and surveyed in 1839.  One of its first European residents was Johannes Menge, the 
solitary and eccentric German amateur geologist who established an experimental 
farm at Jacobs Creek in about 1839, planting the first grapevines in the valley.  This 
came to nothing in the short term, but Menge later played an important role in 
promoting the valley and encouraging German immigrants to settle there.   
Significant German settlement in South Australia began in 1838 with the arrival of an 
organised and sponsored group of Lutheran farmers under the leadership of Pastor 
Kavel.  They established first Klemzig, now in the Adelaide suburbs, Hahndorf in the 
Adelaide hills, and then Bethanien (Bethany) in the Barossa in 1842.  More ships arrived, 
and in the 1840s German settlement spread outwards to Langmeil, Tanunda, 
Hoffnungsthal, Neu Mecklenburg, Rosenthal (Rosedale) and Buchfelde near Gawler.   
The majority of German immigrants were Lutheran, and tended to settle together as a 
tight-knit group, but the community was by no means homogeneous.  Many Lutheran 
congregations were given to disagreements about doctrine, which often led to a split, 
resulting in a small community having two rival Lutheran churches. (Proeve 1992, p. 81)  
There were other religious groups such as Moravians and Wends who tended to mingle 
with the Lutherans, and were eventually absorbed into them.  These were the people 
who formed the rural farming communities.  But there were also German Catholics 
and Jews who found they had little in common with the rural Lutheran group, and 
tended to live in urban areas, and to a great extent become integrated into 
mainstream society. (Harmstorf 2001, p. 224)   
Settlement was slow at first.  The colony's population was small, the land was in 
drought throughout the 1840s, and the economy was struggling.  One bright spot was 
the opening of copper mines at Kapunda in 1844 and Burra in 1845, creating 
employment and wealth.  It was the 1850s when rural settlement took off.  The seasons 
were good, wool, wheat and copper prices were high, the Victorian gold rushes meant 
that the banks could offer abundant credit to farmers, and the gold miners also 
created a market for South Australian flour, supplied by paddle steamers on the River 
Murray.  Wheat farms expanded north from Adelaide, and flour mills were being built 
in the new towns.   
Freeling, Greenock, Kangaroo Flat and Templers all had their origins in this burst of 
prosperity, as the wheat frontier spread north.  Kapunda and Greenock had more 
complex economies, being industrial as well as agricultural towns.  The farmers who 
took part in the northern expansion were a mixture of British and German ancestry.   
Of the communities who created these nine cemeteries, the settlers of Kapunda, 
Kangaroo Flat and Templers were predominantly (although not exclusively) 
descended from people from the British Isles.  Kapunda has a civic cemetery, and 
Kangaroo Flat and Templers cemeteries were both beside Methodist chapels.  The 
other six were in communities with a majority or at least significantly large German 
population, and Loos, Magdala, Schoenfeld and Greenock were all associated with 
Lutheran chapels or churches, all of them except Greenock now demolished.  Freeling 
was a civic cemetery, and Buchfelde was almost a private cemetery for a small group 
of prominent German families.   
Cemeteries in urban areas were usually well-managed, either by the local council or a 
committee of trustees.  The funeral of a prominent person was a major event with a 
street procession, sometimes attended by thousands of people.  But rural cemeteries 
were often under much looser management.  They were usually on land donated by a 
farmer, with a group of local farmers acting as trustees.  Rural areas very rarely had a 
local undertaker.  Funerals were small private affairs, carried out by the family and 
friends of the deceased.  Often there was no plan of the cemetery, and no register of 
burials; that information was not required by law to be recorded, and was simply kept 
in the memories of the community.    
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Better management was enforced by the Cemeteries Act 1865, which required 
cemeteries to be registered, managed by a formally appointed board of trustees, who 
were required to keep written records of burials and their locations.  But in many 
places there was little compliance with these rules.  In 1872 the South Australian 
government published a list of all the cemeteries in South Australia. ("Return of Public 
Cemeteries" SAPP 119/1872)  It recorded 235 cemeteries, metropolitan and rural, 
public and denominational.  Of those, only three of these nine cemeteries in Light - 
Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling - are listed.  (There is also one simply listed as a 
"German" cemetery, with no location given.)  This shows us that the government still 
had very poor records of where and when burials were taking place, and had 
completely lost track of small rural cemeteries. (Nicol 1994, pp. 434-439)   
When dealing with historic cemeteries, it is wise to assume that there are far more 
grave sites present than there are visible monuments.  The Magdala cemetery has only 
about six substantial grave monuments, but Incomplete records list about 50 burials 
there between 1887 and 1943.  That is not an unusual ratio.  Where an accurate burial 
register exists for a historic cemetery, and we compare the number of surviving 
monuments with the number of people known to have been buried, we often find the 
existing monuments only account for perhaps about one-eighth of the burials that 
have taken place.  While this ratio of monuments to burials may seem low, it is not 
unusual for a large proportion of the burials in a historic cemetery to be unmarked, for 
a variety of reasons.  A substantial number of graves would have been unmarked even 
at the time; these would include for example the graves of the very poor, of stillborn 
babies, unidentified people found dead, suicides and many inmates of hospitals, and 
of course the graves of people who simply did not believe in spending money on 
monuments.  Erection of a monument generally occurred when the dead person was a 
valued member of a local family or community group who had a cultural tradition of 
erecting monuments to their dead, and the financial resources to do so; that by no 
means describes everyone buried in rural cemeteries.  In any society, particularly a 
transient pioneer society in its early decades, a significant proportion of the people 
buried were far from home, destitute and sometimes anonymous.   
 

4.2. LOOS CEMETERY 

Loos and Buchfelde cemeteries are only a little more than a kilometre apart, and some 
historical accounts have confused the two.  The Loos cemetery was associated with 
the adjacent St Pauls Lutheran chapel, which was built in 1863 on land donated by 
Roediger family members.  At the time it would have been regarded as being at 
Buchfelde, as the name Loos only came into use in 1917.  It became a Methodist church 
in 1949, and was demolished in the 1970s.  

 

5. HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

5.1. PREVIOUS ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The 2004 Heritage Survey by McDougall and Vines identified the Loos Cemetery as being 
of Local Heritage value, meeting the following criteria of the Development Act 1993: 

a) Loos Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area as it indicates the establishment of German Lutheran settlements in 
the Light region; 

b) It represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it is 
evidence of a typically close-knit Lutheran settlement in the area; 

d) it displays aesthetic merit of significance to the local area as it retains a number of 
notable examples of early grave headstones. 
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5.2. REVIEW OF HERITAGE VALUE ASSESSMENT 

In the context of the nine cemeteries within the Light Council area, the Loos Cemetery is 
one of the smaller and more intact representations of early German / Lutheran settlement 
in the district. 

The following updated assessment of heritage value is provided to support a more specific 
and detailed extent and understanding of the listing: 

a) The Loos Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, representing the establishment of small, close knit 
German Lutheran settlements in the region; 

b) The Loos Cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, through the collection of high-quality memorials, some associated with 
families or persons of importance to the local community; 

d) The Loos Cemetery displays aesthetic merit of significance to the local area as it retains 
a number of notable examples of early grave headstones, many displaying high quality 
craftsmanship, use of local materials (Angaston and Kapunda marble, slate) and imported 
materials including Carrara marble, and examples of fine technical skill such as ornate lead 
incised lettering throughout the cemetery. 

5.3. CURRENT EXTENT OF LISTING 

The extent of listing identified in the Development Plan is: “Loos Cemetery; Cemetery 
Reserve, grave sites and headstones”. It does not specify levels of significance or identify if 
certain headstones are of particular heritage value. 

5.4. REVISED EXTENT OF LISTING 

On site evidence of burials ranges from very intact sites, to no remaining visual evidence. 
To assist in the future planning and management of the Loos Cemetery, an amended 
approach to the extent of listing is proposed, as follows. 

The area designated on attached plan, being the whole of the Loos Cemetery Reserve 
incorporating all extant graves and sites known to contain burials is considered of 
heritage value. The identified area for future burials allows for the existing and early 
graves to retain a level of prominence on approach from Two Wells Road, and that some 
curtilage should be given to the northern graves to not encroach on their setting, 
particularly where little remains of the gravesite. 

This does not alter the fact that the Local Heritage listing applies to the whole of the 
cemetery, but assists in defining an area where new burials could take place, as defined in 
the figure below.  
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Figure 3: Plan of Loos Cemetery – yellow line denoting area of historic significance 
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6. CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
These Conservation Policies has been prepared to assist in the future management and 
development of the cemetery, and is informed by the revised assessment of heritage 
value. They are divided into headings to clearly identify do’s and don’t’s for actions within 
the cemetery. 

Some tasks should only be undertaken by qualified professionals, due to the specialist 
nature of the work. Contact the Monumental Masons Association of South Australia for a 
list of qualified monumental masons.  Council has a Cemetery Memorials Policy which 
outlines the conditions and documentation required to be provided by monumental 
masons prior to any standard application for memorials work is approved. 

6.1. GENERAL 

- Do as much as is necessary but as little as possible; 

- Retain original fabric; 

- Retain natural patinas and evidence of age on monumentation; 

- Keep records of all works; 

- Train Cemetery staff in works that may affect the heritage value of the place. 

6.2. NEW BURIALS - SITING 

Should Council determine that new burials are to occur at the Loos Cemetery, the 
following guidelines should be followed: 

- Location of new burial plots to be outside the designated area of high significance 
(refer Figure 3); 

- New grave sites should continue the orientation of the historic graves (facing east), and 
maintain the existing north south alignment of rows; 

- The open space on approach from Two Wells Road should be maintained, to preserve 
the prominence of the historic collection of graves as per the image below; 

 
Figure 4: View of grave sites from Two Wells Road 

6.3. NEW BURIALS - DESIGN 

- Headstone / memorials to be of white or grey marble or grey or red granite – polished 
black granite memorials are not appropriate for the context of the Loos cemetery; 

- Gold lettering on headstones is not appropriate in the Loos Cemetery; 
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- As well as the above two criteria, new headstones should comply with the below matrix, 
meeting four of the five first items to ensure an appropriate outcome: 

CHECKLIST ITEM EXISTING IN 
AREA 

PROPOSED ACCEPTABLE 
(y/n) 

SIZE 

- Height 

- Width 

- Length 

   

FORM 

- Massing of elements 

- Bulk 

- Shapes incorporated 

   

MATERIALS 

- Patination 

- Texture 

- Colour range within 
each type of stone 

   

FINISH 

- Degree of finishing 
of stones 

- How is stone or 
other material 
sourced and worked 

   

EMBELLISHMENTS 

- Lettering colour and 
style 

- Photos, plaques 

- Symbols, carvings 

   

GRAVE FURNITURE 

- Location 

- Fixed or not fixed 

   

OTHER ELEMENTS    

 
SIZE 

 Monuments vary widely in height and other dimensions. The existing size and height of 
monuments within the immediate locality will determine the appropriate height, width, 
length and dimensions of the proposed monument form. Consistency is expected with 
the predominant size. 

FORM 

 Monuments can range in form from simple headstones to more complicated canopy 
graves. The general form of the monuments existing in the immediate locality should 
be considered. and new monuments should accord with the predominant existing 
character in terms of form.  

MATERIALS 

Most monuments are of stone, usually granite, marble or sandstone. The predominant 
existing materials within each area will be defined by the Heritage Adviser and new 
monuments should accord to an acceptable degree with the existing. 
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FINISH 

 Monumental masons can provide a range of finished stones. The appropriate level of 
finish will be related to the predominant type of finish within the immediate context. 

The following definitions are provided for the particular types of finish. 

− Honed - a honed finish to stone is a matt finish, not highly polished. The stone has a 
very smooth surface, imparted by a hand or mechanical rubbing process. A honed 
finish is smooth and shows the full colour of the stone without reflection. 

− Sawn - provides a coarse and even textured finish. 

− Rustic - is a split rock surface achieved by using a mason's pitcher. The effect is a 
coarse rock finish. 

− Axed - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw and by a handmason 
using a broad face chisel. Bevels are further worked using the same process. This 
provides a slightly more irregular finish than a sawn finish. 

− Punched - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw. Surfaces are further 
worked by a mason using variable pointed punches to achieve a fine textured 
finish. 

− Polished - stone is sawn and polished using a variety of automated and hand 
polishing machines. Various grades of diamond polishing heads are used to achieve 
the final finish required. 

EMBELLISHMENT AND DETAIL 

The most appropriate style and colour of lettering will be determined by the form, 
materials and finish of the monument, and the predominance of existing lettering 
forms and colour in the area. Lettering can be black leaded, black painted, or incised. 
Gold lettering is usually the least appropriate. 

Photos, plaques, symbols and carvings should be considered in the context of the 
monument type and existing character of the area. 

GRAVE FURNITURE 

 New graves often have fixed vases or other elements which may or may not be fixed to 
the grave. The appropriateness of these will be determined in accordance with the type 
of monument and the character existing in the immediate locality. 
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6.4. EXISTING BURIAL SITES – NEW PLAQUES 

- Sites with little or no physical remnants of memorials or plot surrounds should be 
identified with a marker, as per Council’s proposal of a small chamfered top post with 
engraved plaque; 

- The markers could potentially be partially funded through a heritage grant application 
to Council; 

   
Figure 5, 6: Markers should be installed where little visible evidence remains; example of markers installed 

 
- Additional plaques desired to be added to memorials (for example recognising an 

anniversary event, or replicating text from a headstone that is weathered) should be 
located remotely from the headstone; 

   
Figure 7, 8: Example of separate plaque to commemorate an event or interpret text from headstone 
(Kapunda Cemetery) 

 
6.5. CONSERVATION WORKS 

6.5.1 Carrara / Angaston Marble: 
- Repair of damaged pieces – broken pieces can be fixed to a secondary base (slate, 

stone, and concrete are all options) which is placed on the ground but packed up 
slightly at one end to ensure water runoff. 
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Figure 9, 10: Example of broken marble piece and example of headstone fixed to secondary backing piece 

- Cleaning guidelines 

CLEANING MARBLE MONUMENTS 
1. Protect elements of the monument that aren’t to be cleaned and adjacent monuments by taping 

plastic sheeting in place. Divert run-off away from monuments. Avoid overspray or splash. 
2. Wash down the marble headstone with medium to high pressure tap water. Use low pressure in 

the vicinity of lead lettering. Do not use scrubbing brushes or abrasives. 
3. Leave the headstone to dry. 
4. Prepare solution of a biocide based on a quaternary ammonium compound. “Wet & Forget” moss 

and mould remover is recommended. The solution should be 2% i.e. 2mL of biocide in 1 litre of 
clean potable water. Do not add anything else; things like detergent, bleach or acids will damage 
the surface of the marble. 

5. Re-moisten the marble. Apply biocide solution by spray or soft brush. Avoid brushing if smearing or 
smudging occurs. Do not brush near lead lettering as it may loosen the lead. Leave the solution on 
the marble, do not rinse. 

6. Leave for four weeks. 
7. Protect the monument and adjacent monuments as described in step 1 above. 
8. Lightly brush down the marble headstone with a soft-bristled brush. Soft plastic or wooden 

scrapers can also be used. Do not brush near lead letters. After brushing, rinse the marble 
headstone with clean, potable water at tap pressure. Further brushing can be undertaken on 
stubborn growths but stop if smearing or smudging occurs. 

9. After rinsing apply another biocide solution in accordance with step 4 above. 
 

Note: Do not undertake cleaning on a windy day or if there is a likelihood of rain that day and preferably 
no likelihood of rain for a few days. 
Safety Requirements: Wear goggles, gloves and protective clothing and follow biocide manufacturer’s 
written recommendations and instructions. 

- Replacement of items beyond repair or missing – replacement of decayed marble 
headstones should be to match the original material where possible. The 
replacement memorial should be assessed using the process outlined in 5.2; in 
addition detailed photographs should be taken to record the existing memorial 
before its removal. 

6..4.2 Slate: 
- Delamination of slate is difficult to address, particularly when an advanced stage; 

options to consider are as follows: 

o Leave as is and provide a copy of the inscription text on a plaque adjacent the 
site; 

o Engage a specialist contractor to have the headstone removed and laid flat 
on a compacted rubble base on a slight slope, to prevent further breakage 
(this should be done by a qualified professional); 
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o Engage a specialist contractor to construct a brace for the headstone, 
undertake consolidation works, or both; 

  
Figure 11, 12: Example of delaminating slate 

 
6.4.3 Lead incised lettering: 

- Repairs to lead lettering should only be conducted by professional contractors; 

- Loose or dislodged pieces should be collected and placed in a location where they can 
be accessed when repairs are possible; 

  
Figure 13, 14: Lead lettering to marble memorials 

 
6.4.4 Concrete floors: 

-  Broken concrete floors should be removed and replaced with new concrete, 
ensuring a foam bondbreaker strip is installed between the concrete and any 
historic fabric, and the level of the concrete is the same or lower than the removed 
slab; in addition Brighton Lite cement should be used, as it has a lower salt content 
than standard cement, and produces a more appropriate colour concrete; 

- Alternatively, the area can be filled with a compacted gravel or aggregate, or even 
compacted earth. 
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Figure 15, 16: Example of broken concrete slabs 

 
6.4.5 Cast Iron: 

- Cast iron work does not require cleaning; 

- Maintain cast iron elements by applying 50% fish oil / 50% mineral turpentine mix: 

TREATING CAST IRON RAILINGS WITH A FISH OIL SOLUTION 

1. Clean any debris, leaves or dirt away from the base of ironwork. 
2. Place and tape drop sheets around the base, blocks and kerbs of the monument. 
3. Remove dirt, flaking paint and loose rust with a soft bristle brush (hair, nylon or similar). Use of wire 

brushes is not desirable as they will leave metal filings on surrounding stonework that will corrode and 
discolour the stone. A light brush is all that is needed. Do not try to rub the ironwork back. 

4. Wash the ironwork down with damp rags soaked in mineral turps. Washing is important as it removes 
any remaining metal particles which would otherwise promote corrosion. 
Allow the washed railings to dry before commencing any applications of fish oil solution. 
Do not apply fish oil solution to wet or damp surfaces, in wet weather, or when the surface 
temperature is below 10°C. 

5. Coat the ironwork with Wattyl Killrust Fishoilene diluted with an equal amount of mineral turps and 
applied with a brush. Work well into cracks and crevices. Use drop sheets to protect surrounding stones, 
kerbs and blocks from drops and splashes. Should any significant spills occur, cloth drop sheets should 
be soaked in water to avoid the risk of self-ignition. Plastic drop sheets may be a better option. The 
coating dries very slowly (48 hours) and so dry and still weather is desirable to avoid excessive 
accumulation of dust on the tacky surface. 
Notes: 
The slow deterioration of ironwork can be impeded and the appearance of the ironwork improved by 
coating with fish-oil. 
The fish-oil coating will be dark and glossy initially but will turn matt and gradually degrade and 
eventually wear off. However, in doing so it will not trap moisture against the metal which is the risk 
with paints. Thus, although the fish-oil will eventually require replacement, any failure to replace in 
good time will have no deleterious effect. 
Ironwork should not be sandblasted or subjected to similar aggressive “cleaning” methods. 
Safety Requirements: 

Read and ensure you understand the information on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for 
Fishoilene and Mineral Turpentine. 
Follow the recommendations on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for Fishoilene and Mineral 
Turpentine. 
Wear protective clothing including protective footwear, overalls, gloves, eye goggles and face mask. 
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Figure 17, 18: Cast iron railings  

 

6.6. SITE WORKS 

- The fence to the western boundary is missing in parts and should be rebuilt in an 
appropriate style such as post and wire or simple wire mesh; 

- Additional planting for shade may be appropriate but should be limited to the 
perimeter of the site; 

- The stone cairn and plaque to the former Loos Methodist Church should be maintained 
and consideration to further interpretive material being placed at the site, to provide 
a more detailed understanding of the history and heritage value of the place. This 
may require further historical research of the site; 

- Any other proposed works to the site should be discussed with Council and the Heritage 
Adviser to ensure appropriateness 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The Kangaroo Flat Cemetery is one of nine Council owned public cemeteries within the Light 
Regional Council. This report is intended to supplement the information collated in the Light 
Regional Council Cemeteries Management Plan, 2019-2025, and is presented as an Appendix 
to the CMP. 

This document and recommendations contained within it have been prepared cognisant of 
the principles and processes of The Burra Charter, and best practice heritage management 
principles. Where appropriate, other guiding documents have been referred to. 

 

2. STATUTORY FRAMEWORK 
The Kangaroo Flat Cemetery is listed as Local Heritage Places in the Light Regional Council 
Development Plan, having been assessed as part of the Light Heritage Survey by McDougall 
and Vines in 2004. Its heritage value is discussed in more detail in section 5 of this document. 

Currently, the erection of new memorials does not follow a process whereby a development 
application is lodged with the Light Regional Council, and the application assessed by 
Council’s planning team; however a Development Application is normally required for any 
works to a Local Heritage Place that involve: 

“the demolition, removal, conversion, alteration of, or addition to, the place, or any other 
work (not including painting but including, in the case of a tree, any tree damaging 
activity) that could materially affect the heritage value of the place”. 

As well as obtaining Development Approval for new interments, approval should typically be 
sought for any of the following tasks: 

- Planting and landscaping works, including tree removal; 

- Cleaning of memorials; 

- Reinstatement / repair of memorial components including masonry, lead lettering, 
cast iron railings and other details; 

- Reinstatement of concrete surrounds and plinths. 

Council’s Development Plan states that “Development of a … local heritage place should 
retain those elements contributing to its heritage value, which may include (but not be 
limited to): 

- Important vistas and views to and from the place 

- Setting and setbacks 

- Trees and other landscaping elements” 

The recommendations in this document are intended to assist in the best practice 
management of the heritage values of the cemeteries, and ensure that the current process 
can be maintained, and a formal development application process will not be necessary. 

In addition, Council’s Heritage Adviser is available on a regular basis to provide advice to 
Council staff, community members and local groups regarding works and maintenance to 
any items within the Local Heritage listed cemeteries. 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE PLACE 
The Kangaroo Flat Cemetery contains a relatively small number of grave sites and 
headstones located to the rear of the Church, which is in poor condition and infested with 
pigeons. 

The grave sites are generally marked with marble headstones, with some slate and later 
granite headstones also evident. Some grave sites have ornate cast iron perimeter railings, 
and most have concrete plinths laid to the base. 

 
Figure 1: General view of Kangaroo Flat Cemetery 

 
Figure 2: Church on Kangaroo Flat Cemetery site (2018) 
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Figure 3: Aerial image indicating location of Kangaroo Flat Cemetery (2018) 

 

4. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

4.1. GENERAL DISTRICT 

The Barossa Valley was explored and named by Surveyor-General William Light in 1837 and 
surveyed in 1839.  One of its first European residents was Johannes Menge, the solitary and 
eccentric German amateur geologist who established an experimental farm at Jacobs Creek 
in about 1839, planting the first grapevines in the valley.  This came to nothing in the short 
term, but Menge later played an important role in promoting the valley and encouraging 
German immigrants to settle there.   
Significant German settlement in South Australia began in 1838 with the arrival of an 
organised and sponsored group of Lutheran farmers under the leadership of Pastor Kavel.  
They established first Klemzig, now in the Adelaide suburbs, Hahndorf in the Adelaide hills, 
and then Bethanien (Bethany) in the Barossa in 1842.  More ships arrived, and in the 1840s 
German settlement spread outwards to Langmeil, Tanunda, Hoffnungsthal, Neu 
Mecklenburg, Rosenthal (Rosedale) and Buchfelde near Gawler.   
The majority of German immigrants were Lutheran, and tended to settle together as a tight-
knit group, but the community was by no means homogeneous.  Many Lutheran 
congregations were given to disagreements about doctrine, which often led to a split, 
resulting in a small community having two rival Lutheran churches. (Proeve 1992, p. 81)  
There were other religious groups such as Moravians and Wends who tended to mingle with 
the Lutherans, and were eventually absorbed into them.  These were the people who formed 
the rural farming communities.  But there were also German Catholics and Jews who found 
they had little in common with the rural Lutheran group, and tended to live in urban areas, 
and to a great extent become integrated into mainstream society. (Harmstorf 2001, p. 224)   
Settlement was slow at first.  The colony's population was small, the land was in drought 
throughout the 1840s, and the economy was struggling.  One bright spot was the opening of 
copper mines at Kapunda in 1844 and Burra in 1845, creating employment and wealth.  It was 
the 1850s when rural settlement took off.  The seasons were good, wool, wheat and copper 
prices were high, the Victorian gold rushes meant that the banks could offer abundant 
credit to farmers, and the gold miners also created a market for South Australian flour, 
supplied by paddle steamers on the River Murray.  Wheat farms expanded north from 
Adelaide, and flour mills were being built in the new towns.   
Freeling, Greenock, Kangaroo Flat and Templers all had their origins in this burst of 
prosperity, as the wheat frontier spread north.  Kapunda and Greenock had more complex 
economies, being industrial as well as agricultural towns.  The farmers who took part in the 
northern expansion were a mixture of British and German ancestry.   
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Of the communities who created these nine cemeteries, the settlers of Kapunda, Kangaroo 
Flat and Templers were predominantly (although not exclusively) descended from people 
from the British Isles.  Kapunda has a civic cemetery, and Kangaroo Flat and Templers 
cemeteries were both beside Methodist chapels.  The other six were in communities with a 
majority or at least significantly large German population, and Loos, Magdala, Schoenfeld 
and Greenock were all associated with Lutheran chapels or churches, all of them except 
Greenock now demolished.  Freeling was a civic cemetery, and Buchfelde was almost a 
private cemetery for a small group of prominent German families.   
Cemeteries in urban areas were usually well-managed, either by the local council or a 
committee of trustees.  The funeral of a prominent person was a major event with a street 
procession, sometimes attended by thousands of people.  But rural cemeteries were often 
under much looser management.  They were usually on land donated by a farmer, with a 
group of local farmers acting as trustees.  Rural areas very rarely had a local undertaker.  
Funerals were small private affairs, carried out by the family and friends of the deceased.  
Often there was no plan of the cemetery, and no register of burials; that information was not 
required by law to be recorded, and was simply kept in the memories of the community.    
Better management was enforced by the Cemeteries Act 1865, which required cemeteries 
to be registered, managed by a formally appointed board of trustees, who were required to 
keep written records of burials and their locations.  But in many places there was little 
compliance with these rules.  In 1872 the South Australian government published a list of all 
the cemeteries in South Australia. ("Return of Public Cemeteries" SAPP 119/1872)  It 
recorded 235 cemeteries, metropolitan and rural, public and denominational.  Of those, only 
three of these nine cemeteries in Light - Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling - are listed.  
(There is also one simply listed as a "German" cemetery, with no location given.)  This shows 
us that the government still had very poor records of where and when burials were taking 
place, and had completely lost track of small rural cemeteries. (Nicol 1994, pp. 434-439)   
When dealing with historic cemeteries, it is wise to assume that there are far more grave 
sites present than there are visible monuments.  The Magdala cemetery has only about six 
substantial grave monuments, but Incomplete records list about 50 burials there between 
1887 and 1943.  That is not an unusual ratio.  Where an accurate burial register exists for a 
historic cemetery, and we compare the number of surviving monuments with the number of 
people known to have been buried, we often find the existing monuments only account for 
perhaps about one-eighth of the burials that have taken place.  While this ratio of 
monuments to burials may seem low, it is not unusual for a large proportion of the burials in 
a historic cemetery to be unmarked, for a variety of reasons.  A substantial number of graves 
would have been unmarked even at the time; these would include for example the graves of 
the very poor, of stillborn babies, unidentified people found dead, suicides and many 
inmates of hospitals, and of course the graves of people who simply did not believe in 
spending money on monuments.  Erection of a monument generally occurred when the 
dead person was a valued member of a local family or community group who had a cultural 
tradition of erecting monuments to their dead, and the financial resources to do so; that by 
no means describes everyone buried in rural cemeteries.  In any society, particularly a 
transient pioneer society in its early decades, a significant proportion of the people buried 
were far from home, destitute and sometimes anonymous.   
 

4.2. KANGAROO FLAT CEMETERY 

Kangaroo Flat was an agricultural district dating from the 1850s, with a small township at a 
crossroads.  The district was predominantly Anglo-Celtic rather than German.  It had a 
government school from at least 1874 to 1970.  In 1854 a small Zion Bible Christian chapel 
was built, with a cemetery adjacent.  The chapel was replaced by the existing stone church in 
1866, and it also served as the school.  It became a Methodist church in 1910, and closed in 
1966.  The land was transferred from cemetery trustees to the then District Council of Mudla 
Wirra in 1967. 
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5. HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 
 

5.1. PREVIOUS ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The 2004 Heritage Survey by McDougall and Vines identified the Kangaroo Flat Cemetery as 
being of Local Heritage value, meeting the following criteria of the Development Act 1993: 

a) Kangaroo Flat Cemetery displays historical and social themes that are of importance to 
the local area as it reflects the composition of the population at the time of the 
establishment of the cemetery in the 1860s; 

b) It has played an important part in the lives of local residents as it has served as a place 
of worship and burial for Methodists in the district; 

 

5.2. REVIEW OF HERITAGE VALUE ASSESSMENT 

In the context of the nine cemeteries within the Light Regional Council area, the Kangaroo 
Flat Cemetery is one of the smaller in the area, and slightly unusual in this district as it was 
established as a Methodist Cemetery, rather than the more common Lutheran faith. 

The following updated assessment of significance is provided to support a more specific and 
detailed extent of listing: 

a) The Kangaroo Flat Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area as it reflects the composition of the population at the 
time of the establishment of the cemetery in the 1860s; 

c) The Kangaroo Flat Cemetery has played an important part in the lives of local residents 
as it has served as a place of worship and burial for Methodists in the district. 

It is considered that the Kangaroo Flat Cemetery also meets the following additional 
criteria: 

(b) The Kangaroo Flat Cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic 
of the local area, through the collection of high-quality memorials indicating the 
importance of the burial process and memorial quality, and providing a memorial to 
members of the community of some importance; 

(d) The Kangaroo Flat Cemetery displays aesthetic merit of significance to the local area 
as it retains a number of notable examples of early grave headstones, displaying high 
quality materials including Carrara marble, slate, and lead incised lettering throughout 
the cemetery. 

5.3. REVISED EXTENT OF LISTING / DESCRIPTION 

The current extent of listing (based on the Heritage Survey assessment sheet) reads 
“Cemetery Reserve, graves sites and headstones’ (also included is the ‘external form, materials 
and detail of the church’). 

On site evidence of burials ranges from very intact sites, to no remaining visual evidence. The 
cemetery plan prepared by Light Regional Council indicates where sites have recorded burials. 

An amended approach to the extent of listing is proposed, as follows. 
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An area as shown on the following plan of the Kangaroo Flat Cemetery Reserve incorporating 
all extant graves and sites known to contain burials. In addition an area is nominated where 
new burials can be accommodated, also shown on the following plan. 

 
Figure 4: Aerial image of Kangaroo Flat Cemetery denoting area for new burials 

 

6. CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
These Conservation Policies has been prepared to assist in the future management and 
development of the cemetery, and is informed by the revised assessment of heritage value. 
They are divided into headings to clearly identify do’s and don’t’s for actions within the 
cemetery. 

Some tasks should only be undertaken by qualified professionals, due to the specialist nature 
of the work. Contact the Monumental Masons Association of South Australia for a list of 
qualified monumental masons.  Council has a Cemetery Memorials Policy which outlines the 
conditions and documentation required to be provided by monumental masons prior to any 
standard application for memorials work is approved. 

6.1. GENERAL 

- Do as much as is necessary but as little as possible; 



 
 
 
 
 KANGAROO FLAT CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\KANGAROO FLAT CEMETERY.DOCX P 7 / 14 

- Retain original fabric; 

- Retain natural patinas and evidence of age on monumentation; 

- Keep records of all works; 

- Train Cemetery staff in works that may affect the heritage value of the place. 

6.2. NEW BURIALS - SITING 

Should Council determine that new burials are to occur at the Kangaroo Flat Cemetery, the 
following guidelines should be followed: 

- Location of new burial plots to be within the designated area (refer Figure 4); 

- New grave sites should continue the orientation of the historic graves (ie facing east); 

- A curtilage should be defined around the former church building and this area kept clear 
from new burials or any other construction; 

- Siting of new sites should allow for sufficient access around the perimeter of the grave, and 
to adjacent graves. 

6.3. NEW BURIALS – DESIGN 

- New headstones should comply with the below matrix, meeting four of the five first items 
to ensure an appropriate outcome: 

CHECKLIST ITEM EXISTING IN 
AREA 

PROPOSED ACCEPTABLE 
(y/n) 

SIZE 

- Height 

- Width 

- Length 

   

FORM 

- Massing of elements 

- Bulk 

- Shapes incorporated 

   

MATERIALS 

- Patination 

- Texture 

- Colour range within 
each type of stone 

   

FINISH 

- Degree of finishing of 
stones 

- How is stone or other 
material sourced and 
worked 

   

EMBELLISHMENTS 

- Lettering colour and 
style 

- Photos, plaques 

- Symbols, carvings 

   

GRAVE FURNITURE 

- Location 
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- Fixed or not fixed 

OTHER ELEMENTS    

 
SIZE 

 Monuments vary widely in height and other dimensions. The existing size and height of 
monuments within the immediate locality will determine the appropriate height, width, 
length and dimensions of the proposed monument form. Consistency is expected with the 
predominant size. 

FORM 

 Monuments can range in form from simple headstones to more complicated canopy 
graves. The general form of the monuments existing in the immediate locality should be 
considered. and new monuments should accord with the predominant existing character in 
terms of form.  

MATERIALS 

Most monuments are of stone, usually granite, marble or sandstone. The predominant 
existing materials within each area will be defined by the Heritage Adviser and new 
monuments should accord to an acceptable degree with the existing. 

FINISH 

 Monumental masons can provide a range of finished stones. The appropriate level of finish 
will be related to the predominant type of finish within the immediate context. 

The following definitions are provided for the particular types of finish. 

− Honed - a honed finish to stone is a matt finish, not highly polished. The stone has a 
very smooth surface, imparted by a hand or mechanical rubbing process. A honed 
finish is smooth and shows the full colour of the stone without reflection. 

− Sawn - provides a coarse and even textured finish. 

− Rustic - is a split rock surface achieved by using a mason's pitcher. The effect is a 
coarse rock finish. 

− Axed - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw and by a handmason using a 
broad face chisel. Bevels are further worked using the same process. This provides a 
slightly more irregular finish than a sawn finish. 

− Punched - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw. Surfaces are further 
worked by a mason using variable pointed punches to achieve a fine textured finish. 

− Polished - stone is sawn and polished using a variety of automated and hand polishing 
machines. Various grades of diamond polishing heads are used to achieve the final 
finish required. 

EMBELLISHMENT AND DETAIL 

The most appropriate style and colour of lettering will be determined by the form, 
materials and finish of the monument, and the predominance of existing lettering forms 
and colour in the area. Lettering can be black leaded, black painted, or incised. Gold 
lettering is usually the least appropriate. 

Photos, plaques, symbols and carvings should be considered in the context of the 
monument type and existing character of the area. 

GRAVE FURNITURE 
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 New graves often have fixed vases or other elements which may or may not be fixed to 
the grave. The appropriateness of these will be determined in accordance with the type of 
monument and the character existing in the immediate locality. 

6.4. EXISTING BURIAL SITES 

- Sites with no physical remnants of memorials or plot surrounds should be identified with a 
marker as per Council’s proposal of a small chamfered top post with engraved plaque; 

 
Figure 5: Markers should be installed where little visible evidence remains or no information is provided 

- Additional plaques desired to be added to memorials (for example recognising an 
anniversary event) should be located remotely from the headstone; 

 
Figure 6: Separate plaques to provide additional information or commemorate events or people 
 



 
 
 
 
 KANGAROO FLAT CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\KANGAROO FLAT CEMETERY.DOCX P 10 / 14 

6.5. CONSERVATION WORKS 

6.5.1 Carrara / Angaston Marble: 
- Repair of damaged pieces – broken pieces can be fixed to a secondary base (slate, stone, 

and concrete are all options) which is placed on the ground but packed up slightly at one 
end to ensure water runoff. 

     
Figure 7, 8: Marble Headstones are generally in fair condition at Kangaroo Flat 

 
- Cleaning guidelines 

CLEANING MARBLE MONUMENTS 

1. Protect elements of the monument that aren’t to be cleaned and adjacent monuments by taping 
plastic sheeting in place. Divert run-off away from monuments. Avoid overspray or splash. 

2. Wash down the marble headstone with medium to high pressure tap water. Use low pressure in the 
vicinity of lead lettering. Do not use scrubbing brushes or abrasives. 

3. Leave the headstone to dry. 
4. Prepare solution of a biocide based on a quaternary ammonium compound. “Wet & Forget” moss and 

mould remover is recommended. The solution should be 2% i.e. 2mL of biocide in 1 litre of clean 
potable water. Do not add anything else; things like detergent, bleach or acids will damage the surface 
of the marble. 

5. Re-moisten the marble. Apply biocide solution by spray or soft brush. Avoid brushing if smearing or 
smudging occurs. Do not brush near lead lettering as it may loosen the lead. Leave the solution on the 
marble, do not rinse. 

6. Leave for four weeks. 
7. Protect the monument and adjacent monuments as described in step 1 above. 
8. Lightly brush down the marble headstone with a soft-bristled brush. Soft plastic or wooden scrapers 

can also be used. Do not brush near lead letters. After brushing, rinse the marble headstone with 
clean, potable water at tap pressure. Further brushing can be undertaken on stubborn growths but 
stop if smearing or smudging occurs. 

9. After rinsing apply another biocide solution in accordance with step 4 above. 
 

Note: Do not undertake cleaning on a windy day or if there is a likelihood of rain that day and preferably no 
likelihood of rain for a few days. 

Safety Requirements: Wear goggles, gloves and protective clothing and follow biocide manufacturer’s 
written recommendations and instructions. 

- Replacement of items beyond repair or missing – replacement of decayed marble 
headstones should be to match the original material where possible. The replacement 
memorial should be assessed using the process outlined in 6.3; in addition detailed 
photographs should be taken to record the existing memorial before its removal. 

 



 
 
 
 
 KANGAROO FLAT CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\KANGAROO FLAT CEMETERY.DOCX P 11 / 14 

6.5.2 Slate 
- Delamination of slate is difficult to address, particularly when an advanced stage; options 

to consider are as follows: 

o Leave as is and provide a copy of the inscription text on a plaque adjacent the 
site; 

o Engage a specialist contractor to have the headstone removed and laid flat on a 
compacted rubble base on a slight slope, to prevent further breakage (this 
should be done by a qualified professional); 

o Engage a specialist contractor to construct a brace for the headstone, 
undertake consolidation works, or both. 

   
Figure 9, 10: Slate memorials are in fair to poor condition at Kangaroo Flat 

 
6.5.3 Lead incised lettering: 

- Repairs to lead lettering should only be conducted by professional contractors; 

- Loose or dislodged pieces should be collected and placed in a location where they can be 
accessed when repairs are possible. 

 
Figure 11: Lettering in reasonable condition 
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6.5.4 Granite 
- Granite can be cleaned using the same methodology as for marble monuments. 

 
Figure 12: Biological growth on granite should be removed 

6.5.5 Concrete floors and plinths 
 

- Concrete plinths at Kangaroo Flat are generally in sound condition, however where 
broken, concrete floors should be removed and replaced with new concrete, ensuring 
a foam bondbreaker strip is installed between the concrete and any historic fabric, 
and the level of the concrete is the same or lower than the removed slab; in addition 
Brighton Lite cement should be used, as it has a lower salt content than standard 
cement, and produces a more appropriate colour concrete; 

- Alternatively, the area can be filled with a compacted gravel or aggregate, or even 
compacted earth. 

   
Figure 13, 14: Concrete bases in good to poor condition 

 
6.5.6 Cast Iron 

- Cast iron work does not require cleaning; 

- Maintain cast iron elements by applying 50% fish oil / 50% mineral turpentine mix: 

TREATING CAST IRON RAILINGS WITH A FISH OIL SOLUTION 

1. Clean any debris, leaves or dirt away from the base of ironwork. 
2. Place and tape drop sheets around the base, blocks and kerbs of the monument. 
3. Remove dirt, flaking paint and loose rust with a soft bristle brush (hair, nylon or similar). Use of wire brushes 

is not desirable as they will leave metal filings on surrounding stonework that will corrode and discolour the 
stone. A light brush is all that is needed. Do not try to rub the ironwork back. 
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4. Wash the ironwork down with damp rags soaked in mineral turps. Washing is important as it removes any 
remaining metal particles which would otherwise promote corrosion. 
Allow the washed railings to dry before commencing any applications of fish oil solution. 
Do not apply fish oil solution to wet or damp surfaces, in wet weather, or when the surface temperature 
is below 10°C. 

5. Coat the ironwork with Wattyl Killrust Fishoilene diluted with an equal amount of mineral turps and applied 
with a brush. Work well into cracks and crevices. Use drop sheets to protect surrounding stones, kerbs and 
blocks from drops and splashes. Should any significant spills occur, cloth drop sheets should be soaked in 
water to avoid the risk of self-ignition. Plastic drop sheets may be a better option. The coating dries very 
slowly (48 hours) and so dry and still weather is desirable to avoid excessive accumulation of dust on the 
tacky surface. 
Notes: 
The slow deterioration of ironwork can be impeded and the appearance of the ironwork improved by 
coating with fish-oil. 
The fish-oil coating will be dark and glossy initially but will turn matt and gradually degrade and eventually 
wear off. However, in doing so it will not trap moisture against the metal which is the risk with paints. Thus, 
although the fish-oil will eventually require replacement, any failure to replace in good time will have no 
deleterious effect. 

Ironwork should not be sandblasted or subjected to similar aggressive “cleaning” methods. 

Safety Requirements: 
Read and ensure you understand the information on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for 
Fishoilene and Mineral Turpentine. 
Follow the recommendations on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for Fishoilene and Mineral 
Turpentine. 
Wear protective clothing including protective footwear, overalls, gloves, eye goggles and face mask. 

    
  Figure 15, 16: Cast iron work at Kangaroo Flat 
 

- Broken cast iron elements should be retained at their site for future reinstatement or 
to allow patterns to be replicated. 
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6.6. CHURCH BUILDING: 

- The former Church is in poor condition, having suffered from vandalism and pigeon 
infestation; a package of repair and conservation works should be scoped including 
making the building weather and vermin proof; 

- The building has also been rendered and is showing signs of salt damp damage, which 
should be rectified (the abovementioned scope of works could extend to repair 
methodology); 

- A longer term plan for the building’s possible reuse should be considered by Light Regional 
Council to address its long term maintenance and viability. 

   
Figure 17, 18: Church building at Kangaroo Flat 

 

6.7. SITE WORKS: 

- Additional planting for shade may be appropriate but new planting should be kept away 
from gravesites; 

- The stone monument and plaque should be retained and maintained; 

- Any other proposed works to the site should be discussed with Council and the Heritage 
Adviser to ensure appropriateness of the proposal. 

    
Figure 19, 20: View to Church, plaque and stone monument 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The Magdala Cemetery is one of nine Council owned public cemeteries within the Light 
Regional Council. This report is intended to supplement the information collated in the Light 
Regional Council Cemeteries Management Plan, 2019-2025, and is presented as an Appendix 
to the CMP. 

This document and recommendations contained within it have been prepared cognisant of 
the principles and processes of The Burra Charter, and best practice heritage management 
principles. Where appropriate, other guiding documents have been referred to. 

 

 

2. STATUTORY FRAMEWORK 
The Magdala Cemetery is listed as Local Heritage Places in the Light Regional Council 
Development Plan, having been assessed as part of the Light Heritage Survey by McDougall 
and Vines in 2004. Its heritage value is discussed in more detail in section 5 of this document. 

Currently, the erection of new memorials does not follow a process whereby a development 
application is lodged with the Light Regional Council, and the application assessed by 
Council’s planning team; however a Development Application is normally required for any 
works to a Local Heritage Place that involve: 

“the demolition, removal, conversion, alteration of, or addition to, the place, or any other 
work (not including painting but including, in the case of a tree, any tree damaging activity) 
that could materially affect the heritage value of the place”. 

As well as obtaining Development Approval for new interments, approval should typically be 
sought for any of the following tasks: 

- Planting and landscaping works, including tree removal; 

- Cleaning of memorials; 

- Reinstatement / repair of memorial components including masonry, lead lettering, 
cast iron railings and other details; 

- Reinstatement of concrete surrounds and plinths. 

Council’s Development Plan states that “Development of a … local heritage place should 
retain those elements contributing to its heritage value, which may include (but not be 
limited to): 

- Important vistas and views to and from the place 

- Setting and setbacks 

- Trees and other landscaping elements” 

The recommendations in this document are intended to assist in the best practice 
management of the heritage values of the cemeteries, and ensure that the current process 
can be maintained, and a formal development application process will not be necessary. 

In addition, Council’s Heritage Adviser is available on a regular basis to provide advice to 
Council staff, community members and local groups regarding works and maintenance to 
any items within the Local Heritage listed cemeteries. 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE PLACE 
The Magdala Cemetery is a small collection of headstones facing east, primarily along the 
western edge of the cemetery. Most of the monuments are of Carrara marble, with a red 
granite headstone located centrally, and some grave sites with only brick or concrete edging 
remaining. 

Some of the earlier headstones have inscriptions in German.  

As well as some of the memorials, a row of pines along the western boundary was damaged 
in the Pinery fires in 2015 and the trees do not appear in good health. 

 
Figure 1: General view of Magdala Cemetery (2018) 

 
Figure 2: Image of Magdala Cemetery prior to Pinery fires (From 2004 Heritage Survey) 
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Figure 3: Aerial image indicating location of Magdala Cemetery (2018) 

 

4. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

4.1. GENERAL DISTRICT 

The Barossa Valley was explored and named by Surveyor-General William Light in 1837 and 
surveyed in 1839.  One of its first European residents was Johannes Menge, the solitary and 
eccentric German amateur geologist who established an experimental farm at Jacobs Creek 
in about 1839, planting the first grapevines in the valley.  This came to nothing in the short 
term, but Menge later played an important role in promoting the valley and encouraging 
German immigrants to settle there.   
Significant German settlement in South Australia began in 1838 with the arrival of an 
organised and sponsored group of Lutheran farmers under the leadership of Pastor Kavel.  
They established first Klemzig, now in the Adelaide suburbs, Hahndorf in the Adelaide hills, 
and then Bethanien (Bethany) in the Barossa in 1842.  More ships arrived, and in the 1840s 
German settlement spread outwards to Langmeil, Tanunda, Hoffnungsthal, Neu 
Mecklenburg, Rosenthal (Rosedale) and Buchfelde near Gawler.   
The majority of German immigrants were Lutheran, and tended to settle together as a tight-
knit group, but the community was by no means homogeneous.  Many Lutheran 
congregations were given to disagreements about doctrine, which often led to a split, 
resulting in a small community having two rival Lutheran churches. (Proeve 1992, p. 81)  There 
were other religious groups such as Moravians and Wends who tended to mingle with the 
Lutherans, and were eventually absorbed into them.  These were the people who formed the 
rural farming communities.  But there were also German Catholics and Jews who found they 
had little in common with the rural Lutheran group, and tended to live in urban areas, and to 
a great extent become integrated into mainstream society. (Harmstorf 2001, p. 224)   
Settlement was slow at first.  The colony's population was small, the land was in drought 
throughout the 1840s, and the economy was struggling.  One bright spot was the opening of 
copper mines at Kapunda in 1844 and Burra in 1845, creating employment and wealth.  It was 
the 1850s when rural settlement took off.  The seasons were good, wool, wheat and copper 
prices were high, the Victorian gold rushes meant that the banks could offer abundant credit 
to farmers, and the gold miners also created a market for South Australian flour, supplied by 
paddle steamers on the River Murray.  Wheat farms expanded north from Adelaide, and flour 
mills were being built in the new towns.   
Freeling, Greenock, Kangaroo Flat and Templers all had their origins in this burst of 
prosperity, as the wheat frontier spread north.  Kapunda and Greenock had more complex 
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economies, being industrial as well as agricultural towns.  The farmers who took part in the 
northern expansion were a mixture of British and German ancestry.   
Of the communities who created these nine cemeteries, the settlers of Kapunda, Kangaroo 
Flat and Templers were predominantly (although not exclusively) descended from people 
from the British Isles.  Kapunda has a civic cemetery, and Kangaroo Flat and Templers 
cemeteries were both beside Methodist chapels.  The other six were in communities with a 
majority or at least significantly large German population, and Loos, Magdala, Schoenfeld 
and Greenock were all associated with Lutheran chapels or churches, all of them except 
Greenock now demolished.  Freeling was a civic cemetery, and Buchfelde was almost a 
private cemetery for a small group of prominent German families.   
Cemeteries in urban areas were usually well-managed, either by the local council or a 
committee of trustees.  The funeral of a prominent person was a major event with a street 
procession, sometimes attended by thousands of people.  But rural cemeteries were often 
under much looser management.  They were usually on land donated by a farmer, with a 
group of local farmers acting as trustees.  Rural areas very rarely had a local undertaker.  
Funerals were small private affairs, carried out by the family and friends of the deceased.  
Often there was no plan of the cemetery, and no register of burials; that information was not 
required by law to be recorded, and was simply kept in the memories of the community.    
Better management was enforced by the Cemeteries Act 1865, which required cemeteries 
to be registered, managed by a formally appointed board of trustees, who were required to 
keep written records of burials and their locations.  But in many places there was little 
compliance with these rules.  In 1872 the South Australian government published a list of all 
the cemeteries in South Australia. ("Return of Public Cemeteries" SAPP 119/1872)  It recorded 
235 cemeteries, metropolitan and rural, public and denominational.  Of those, only three of 
these nine cemeteries in Light - Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling - are listed.  (There is also 
one simply listed as a "German" cemetery, with no location given.)  This shows us that the 
government still had very poor records of where and when burials were taking place, and had 
completely lost track of small rural cemeteries. (Nicol 1994, pp. 434-439)   
When dealing with historic cemeteries, it is wise to assume that there are far more grave sites 
present than there are visible monuments.  The Magdala cemetery has only about six 
substantial grave monuments, but Incomplete records list about 50 burials there between 
1887 and 1943.  That is not an unusual ratio.  Where an accurate burial register exists for a 
historic cemetery, and we compare the number of surviving monuments with the number of 
people known to have been buried, we often find the existing monuments only account for 
perhaps about one-eighth of the burials that have taken place.  While this ratio of 
monuments to burials may seem low, it is not unusual for a large proportion of the burials in a 
historic cemetery to be unmarked, for a variety of reasons.  A substantial number of graves 
would have been unmarked even at the time; these would include for example the graves of 
the very poor, of stillborn babies, unidentified people found dead, suicides and many inmates 
of hospitals, and of course the graves of people who simply did not believe in spending 
money on monuments.  Erection of a monument generally occurred when the dead person 
was a valued member of a local family or community group who had a cultural tradition of 
erecting monuments to their dead, and the financial resources to do so; that by no means 
describes everyone buried in rural cemeteries.  In any society, particularly a transient pioneer 
society in its early decades, a significant proportion of the people buried were far from 
home, destitute and sometimes anonymous.   
 

4.2. MAGDALA CEMETERY 

Magdala (also spelt Magdale in some government records) does not appear ever to have 
been a town, but it had a Lutheran chapel from 1869 to 1903, and a Lutheran cemetery was 
established beside it in 1872. Hermann Klau, August Noll, August Siebert, Carl Ossig and 
William Tamblyn, all farmers, were the first trustees.  The chapel hosted meetings of the 
Mudla Wirra council from 1870 to 1885, and was used as a public school from 1870 to at least 
1892, one account says until 1940.  The chapel was demolished by the 1970s. Council took over 
management of the cemetery in 1913.  
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5. HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 
 

5.1. PREVIOUS ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The 2004 Heritage Survey by McDougall and Vines identified the Magdala Cemetery as being 
of Local Heritage value, meeting the following criteria of the Development Act 1993: 

a) Magdala Cemetery displays historical, and social themes that are of importance to the 
local area as it indicates the establishment of German Lutheran settlements in the 
Light region; 

b) It represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it is the 
remains of a typically close-knit Lutheran settlement in the area, which also contained 
houses, school / church and cemetery; 

d) it displays aesthetic merit and design characteristics of significance to the local area as 
it retains a large number of headstones of fine design and inscribed in German. 

 

5.2. REVIEW OF HERITAGE VALUE ASSESSMENT 

In the context of the nine cemeteries within the Light Regional Council area, the Magdala 
Cemetery is one of the smaller and more intact representations of early German / Lutheran 
settlement in the district, but does not retain any evidence of the former church or adjacent 
settlement. 

The following updated assessment of significance is provided to support a more specific and 
detailed extent of listing: 

a) The Magdala Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, representing the establishment of small, close knit German 
Lutheran settlements in the region, and reflective of their relative independence of each 
other; 

b) The Magdala Cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, through the collection of high-quality memorials indicating the importance of 
the burial process and displaying high quality memorial fabrication; 

d) The Magdala Cemetery displays aesthetic merit of significance to the local area as it retains 
a notable examples of marble grave headstones, displaying high quality materials and 
technical achievement; 

  

5.3. REVISED EXTENT OF LISTING / DESCRIPTION 

The current extent of listing (based on the Heritage Survey assessment sheet) reads “extent 
of cemetery reserve, graves sites and headstones’. 

On site evidence of burials ranges from very intact sites, to no remaining visual evidence. The 
cemetery plan prepared by Light Regional Council indicates where sites have recorded burials 
with little or no evidence. 

A revised extent of listing is proposed, as follows. 

“All of the Magdala Cemetery Reserve incorporating all extant graves and sites known to 
contain burials, and including remnant pine plantings to the western boundary”. 

Future burials can be accommodated within the areas defined on the following plan, and 
within known vacant plots.  
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Figure 4: Yellow line denotes area of historic significance within Magdala Cemetery; Blue line  
contains future use plots 

 

6. CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
These Conservation Policies has been prepared to assist in the future management and 
development of the cemetery, and is informed by the revised assessment of heritage value. 
They are divided into headings to clearly identify do’s and don’t’s for actions within the 
cemetery. 

Some tasks should only be undertaken by qualified professionals, due to the specialist nature 
of the work. Contact the Monumental Masons Association of South Australia for a list of 
qualified monumental masons.  Council has a Cemetery Memorials Policy which outlines the 
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conditions and documentation required to be provided by monumental masons prior to any 
standard application for memorials work is approved. 

6.1. GENERAL 

- Do as much as is necessary but as little as possible; 

- Retain original fabric; 

- Retain natural patinas and evidence of age on monumentation; 

- Keep records of all works; 

- Train Cemetery staff in works that may affect the heritage value of the place. 

6.2. NEW BURIALS - SITING 

Should Council determine that new burials are to occur at the Magdala Cemetery, the 
following guidelines should be followed: 

- Location of new burial plots to be outside the designated area of significance (refer Figure 
4); 

- New grave sites should continue the orientation of the historic graves (ie facing east – 
noting the row of smaller grave sites along the northern side of the cemetery, which are 
oriented facing north); 

- Siting of new sites should allow for sufficient access around the perimeter of the grave, and 
to adjacent graves. 

6.3. NEW BURIALS – DESIGN 

- New headstones should comply with the below matrix, meeting four of the five first items 
to ensure an appropriate outcome: 

CHECKLIST ITEM EXISTING IN AREA PROPOSED ACCEPTABLE 
(y/n) 

SIZE 

- Height 

- Width 

- Length 

   

FORM 

- Massing of elements 

- Bulk 

- Shapes incorporated 

   

MATERIALS 

- Patination 

- Texture 

- Colour range within each 
type of stone 

   

FINISH 

- Degree of finishing of 
stones 

- How is stone or other 
material sourced and 
worked 

   

EMBELLISHMENTS    
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- Lettering colour and style 

- Photos, plaques 

- Symbols, carvings 

GRAVE FURNITURE 

- Location 

- Fixed or not fixed 

   

OTHER ELEMENTS    

 
SIZE 

 Monuments vary widely in height and other dimensions. The existing size and height of 
monuments within the immediate locality will determine the appropriate height, width, 
length and dimensions of the proposed monument form. Consistency is expected with 
the predominant size. 

FORM 

 Monuments can range in form from simple headstones to more complicated canopy 
graves. The general form of the monuments existing in the immediate locality should 
be considered. and new monuments should accord with the predominant existing 
character in terms of form.  

MATERIALS 

Most monuments are of stone, usually granite, marble or sandstone. The predominant 
existing materials within each area will be defined by the Heritage Adviser and new 
monuments should accord to an acceptable degree with the existing. 

FINISH 

 Monumental masons can provide a range of finished stones. The appropriate level of 
finish will be related to the predominant type of finish within the immediate context. 

The following definitions are provided for the particular types of finish. 

− Honed - a honed finish to stone is a matt finish, not highly polished. The stone has a 
very smooth surface, imparted by a hand or mechanical rubbing process. A honed 
finish is smooth and shows the full colour of the stone without reflection. 

− Sawn - provides a coarse and even textured finish. 

− Rustic - is a split rock surface achieved by using a mason's pitcher. The effect is a 
coarse rock finish. 

− Axed - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw and by a handmason 
using a broad face chisel. Bevels are further worked using the same process. This 
provides a slightly more irregular finish than a sawn finish. 

− Punched - stone is dimensionally sawn using a shot gang saw. Surfaces are further 
worked by a mason using variable pointed punches to achieve a fine textured 
finish. 

− Polished - stone is sawn and polished using a variety of automated and hand 
polishing machines. Various grades of diamond polishing heads are used to achieve 
the final finish required. 

EMBELLISHMENT AND DETAIL 

The most appropriate style and colour of lettering will be determined by the form, 
materials and finish of the monument, and the predominance of existing lettering 



 
 
 
 
 MAGDALA CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\MAGDALA CEMETERY.DOCX P 9 / 12 

forms and colour in the area. Lettering can be black leaded, black painted, or incised. 
Gold lettering is usually the least appropriate. 

Photos, plaques, symbols and carvings should be considered in the context of the 
monument type and existing character of the area. 

GRAVE FURNITURE 

 New graves often have fixed vases or other elements which may or may not be fixed to 
the grave. The appropriateness of these will be determined in accordance with the type 
of monument and the character existing in the immediate locality. 

6.4. EXISTING BURIAL SITES 

- Sites with little or no physical remnants of memorials or plot surrounds should be identified 
with a marker as per Council’s proposal of a small chamfered top post with engraved 
plaque; 

   
Figure 5, 6, 7: Markers should be installed where little visible evidence remains or no information is provided; 
example of markers at Greenock Cemetery 

 
- Additional plaques desired to be added to memorials (for example recognising an 

anniversary event) should be located remotely from the headstone; 

6.5. CONSERVATION WORKS 

6.5.1 Carrara / Angaston Marble: 
- Repair of damaged / broken pieces or entire headstones – broken pieces can be fixed to a 

secondary base (slate, stone, and concrete are all options) which is placed on the ground 
but packed up slightly at one end to ensure water runoff. 

  
Figure 8, 9: Marble Headstones are generally in fair condition at Magdala but some display severe damage 

 
- Cleaning guidelines 

CLEANING MARBLE MONUMENTS 

1. Protect elements of the monument that aren’t to be cleaned and adjacent monuments by taping 
plastic sheeting in place. Divert run-off away from monuments. Avoid overspray or splash. 
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2. Wash down the marble headstone with medium to high pressure tap water. Use low pressure in the 
vicinity of lead lettering. Do not use scrubbing brushes or abrasives. 

3. Leave the headstone to dry. 
4. Prepare solution of a biocide based on a quaternary ammonium compound. “Wet & Forget” moss and 

mould remover is recommended. The solution should be 2% i.e. 2mL of biocide in 1 litre of clean 
potable water. Do not add anything else; things like detergent, bleach or acids will damage the surface 
of the marble. 

5. Re-moisten the marble. Apply biocide solution by spray or soft brush. Avoid brushing if smearing or 
smudging occurs. Do not brush near lead lettering as it may loosen the lead. Leave the solution on the 
marble, do not rinse. 

6. Leave for four weeks. 
7. Protect the monument and adjacent monuments as described in step 1 above. 
8. Lightly brush down the marble headstone with a soft-bristled brush. Soft plastic or wooden scrapers 

can also be used. Do not brush near lead letters. After brushing, rinse the marble headstone with 
clean, potable water at tap pressure. Further brushing can be undertaken on stubborn growths but 
stop if smearing or smudging occurs. 

9. After rinsing apply another biocide solution in accordance with step 4 above. 
Note: Do not undertake cleaning on a windy day or if there is a likelihood of rain that day and preferably no 
likelihood of rain for a few days. 
Safety Requirements: Wear goggles, gloves and protective clothing and follow biocide manufacturer’s 
written recommendations and instructions. 

 
Figure 10: Overcleaning is a risk – whilst the memorial looks clean, ongoing damage can occur 

 
6.5.2 Concrete floors and plinths 

- Concrete plinths where broken, concrete floors should be removed and replaced with 
new concrete, ensuring a foam bondbreaker strip is installed between the concrete 
and any historic fabric, and the level of the concrete is the same or lower than the 
removed slab; in addition Brighton Lite cement should be used, as it has a lower salt 
content than standard cement, and produces a more appropriate colour concrete; 

- Alternatively, the area can be filled with a compacted gravel or aggregate, or even 
compacted earth. 
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Figure 11, 12: Concrete base and perimeter in poor condition; new plinth base within Magdala (erected 2013) 
6.5.3 Cast Iron 

- Cast iron work does not require cleaning; 

- Maintain cast iron elements by applying 50% fish oil / 50% mineral turpentine mix: 

TREATING CAST IRON RAILINGS WITH A FISH OIL SOLUTION 

1. Clean any debris, leaves or dirt away from the base of ironwork. 
2. Place and tape drop sheets around the base, blocks and kerbs of the monument. 
3. Remove dirt, flaking paint and loose rust with a soft bristle brush (hair, nylon or similar). Use of wire 

brushes is not desirable as they will leave metal filings on surrounding stonework that will corrode and 
discolour the stone. A light brush is all that is needed. Do not try to rub the ironwork back. 

4. Wash the ironwork down with damp rags soaked in mineral turps. Washing is important as it removes 
any remaining metal particles which would otherwise promote corrosion. 
Allow the washed railings to dry before commencing any applications of fish oil solution. 

Do not apply fish oil solution to wet or damp surfaces, in wet weather, or when the surface 
temperature is below 10°C. 

5. Coat the ironwork with Wattyl Killrust Fishoilene diluted with an equal amount of mineral turps and 
applied with a brush. Work well into cracks and crevices. Use drop sheets to protect surrounding stones, 
kerbs and blocks from drops and splashes. Should any significant spills occur, cloth drop sheets should 
be soaked in water to avoid the risk of self-ignition. Plastic drop sheets may be a better option. The 
coating dries very slowly (48 hours) and so dry and still weather is desirable to avoid excessive 
accumulation of dust on the tacky surface. 
Notes: 

The slow deterioration of ironwork can be impeded and the appearance of the ironwork improved by 
coating with fish-oil. 

The fish-oil coating will be dark and glossy initially but will turn matt and gradually degrade and 
eventually wear off. However, in doing so it will not trap moisture against the metal which is the risk 
with paints. Thus, although the fish-oil will eventually require replacement, any failure to replace in 
good time will have no deleterious effect. 

Ironwork should not be sandblasted or subjected to similar aggressive “cleaning” methods. 

Safety Requirements: 

Read and ensure you understand the information on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for 
Fishoilene and Mineral Turpentine. 

Follow the recommendations on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for Fishoilene and Mineral 
Turpentine. 

Wear protective clothing including protective footwear, overalls, gloves, eye goggles and face mask. 
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Figure 13, 14: Cast iron railings at Magdala (note new slate and concrete base); cast iron generally in fair 
condition 
     

6.6. SITE WORKS 

- Planting to reinstate the western windbreak, and replacement of the existing pine trees 
when at the end of their life, should be contemplated for the site; 

 
Figure 15: Western pine tree windbreak in poor condition 

 
- Additional planting to provide further shade and protection within the cemetery could also 

be considered. 

 
Figure 16: The Magdala cemetery is quite exposed and could benefit from additional shade plantings. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The Schoenfeld Cemetery is one of nine Council owned public cemeteries within the Light 
Regional Council. This report is intended to supplement the information collated in the Light 
Regional Council Cemeteries Management Plan, 2019-2025, and is presented as an Appendix to 
the CMP. 

This document and recommendations contained within it have been prepared cognisant of the 
principles and processes of The Burra Charter, and best practice heritage management 
principles. 

2. STATUTORY FRAMEWORK– DEVELOPMENT PLAN & DEVELOPMENT ACT 
The Schoenfeld Cemetery is listed as a Local Heritage Place in the Light Regional Council 
Development Plan, having been assessed as part of the Light Heritage Survey by McDougall and 
Vines in 2004. Its heritage value is discussed in more detail in section 5 of this document. 
 
Currently, the erection of new memorials does not follow a process whereby a development 
application is lodged with the Light Regional Council, and the application assessed by Council’s 
planning team; however a Development Application is normally required for any works to a Local 
Heritage Place that involve: 

“the demolition, removal, conversion, alteration of, or addition to, the place, or any other work 
(not including painting but including, in the case of a tree, any tree damaging activity) that 
could materially affect the heritage value of the place”. 

As well as obtaining Development Approval for new interments, approval should typically be 
sought for any of the following tasks: 

- Planting and landscaping works, including tree removal; 

- Cleaning of memorials; 

- Reinstatement / repair of memorial components including masonry, lead lettering, cast 
iron railings and other details; 

- Reinstatement of concrete surrounds and plinths. 

Council’s Development Plan states that “Development of a … local heritage place should retain 
those elements contributing to its heritage value, which may include (but not be limited to): 

- Important vistas and views to and from the place 

- Setting and setbacks 

- Trees and other landscaping elements” 

The recommendations in this document are intended to assist in the best practice management 
of the heritage values of the cemeteries, and ensure that the current process can be 
maintained, and a formal development application process will not be necessary. 

In addition, Council’s Heritage Adviser is available on a regular basis to provide advice to Council 
staff, community members and local groups regarding works and maintenance to any items 
within the Local Heritage listed cemeteries. 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE PLACE 
The Schoenfeld Cemetery contains a small collection of headstones in a random scattering across 
the site. All of the grave sites face east. A significant proportion of the monuments are of slate, 
with the remainder constructed of marble. Many of the headstones have German inscriptions as 
well as cast iron surrounds to grave plots. 

The condition of some of the slate memorials is fair to poor with significant delamination; other 
marble headstones are cracked and broken. 

The site is not readily visible from the road, and contains vegetation of varying types including 
grasses, relatively mature trees, and agave which are progressively being eradicated. Remnants of 
a post and wire fence are evident in places. 

 
Figure 1: General view of Schoenfeld Cemetery (2018) 

 

 
Figure 2: Aerial image indicating location of Schoenfeld Cemetery (2018) 
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4. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

4.1. GENERAL DISTRICT 

The Barossa Valley was explored and named by Surveyor-General William Light in 1837 and 
surveyed in 1839.  One of its first European residents was Johannes Menge, the solitary and 
eccentric German amateur geologist who established an experimental farm at Jacobs Creek in 
about 1839, planting the first grapevines in the valley.  This came to nothing in the short term, 
but Menge later played an important role in promoting the valley and encouraging German 
immigrants to settle there.   
Significant German settlement in South Australia began in 1838 with the arrival of an organised 
and sponsored group of Lutheran farmers under the leadership of Pastor Kavel.  They 
established first Klemzig, now in the Adelaide suburbs, Hahndorf in the Adelaide hills, and then 
Bethanien (Bethany) in the Barossa in 1842.  More ships arrived, and in the 1840s German 
settlement spread outwards to Langmeil, Tanunda, Hoffnungsthal, Neu Mecklenburg, Rosenthal 
(Rosedale) and Buchfelde near Gawler.   
The majority of German immigrants were Lutheran, and tended to settle together as a tight-
knit group, but the community was by no means homogeneous.  Many Lutheran congregations 
were given to disagreements about doctrine, which often led to a split, resulting in a small 
community having two rival Lutheran churches. (Proeve 1992, p. 81)  There were other religious 
groups such as Moravians and Wends who tended to mingle with the Lutherans, and were 
eventually absorbed into them.  These were the people who formed the rural farming 
communities.  But there were also German Catholics and Jews who found they had little in 
common with the rural Lutheran group, and tended to live in urban areas, and to a great extent 
become integrated into mainstream society. (Harmstorf 2001, p. 224)   
Settlement was slow at first.  The colony's population was small, the land was in drought 
throughout the 1840s, and the economy was struggling.  One bright spot was the opening of 
copper mines at Kapunda in 1844 and Burra in 1845, creating employment and wealth.  It was the 
1850s when rural settlement took off.  The seasons were good, wool, wheat and copper prices 
were high, the Victorian gold rushes meant that the banks could offer abundant credit to 
farmers, and the gold miners also created a market for South Australian flour, supplied by 
paddle steamers on the River Murray.  Wheat farms expanded north from Adelaide, and flour 
mills were being built in the new towns.   
Freeling, Greenock, Kangaroo Flat and Templers all had their origins in this burst of prosperity, as 
the wheat frontier spread north.  Kapunda and Greenock had more complex economies, being 
industrial as well as agricultural towns.  The farmers who took part in the northern expansion 
were a mixture of British and German ancestry.   
Of the communities who created these nine cemeteries, the settlers of Kapunda, Kangaroo Flat 
and Templers were predominantly (although not exclusively) descended from people from the 
British Isles.  Kapunda has a civic cemetery, and Kangaroo Flat and Templers cemeteries were 
both beside Methodist chapels.  The other six were in communities with a majority or at least 
significantly large German population, and Loos, Magdala, Schoenfeld and Greenock were all 
associated with Lutheran chapels or churches, all of them except Greenock now demolished.  
Freeling was a civic cemetery, and Buchfelde was almost a private cemetery for a small group of 
prominent German families.   
Cemeteries in urban areas were usually well-managed, either by the local council or a committee 
of trustees.  The funeral of a prominent person was a major event with a street procession, 
sometimes attended by thousands of people.  But rural cemeteries were often under much 
looser management.  They were usually on land donated by a farmer, with a group of local 
farmers acting as trustees.  Rural areas very rarely had a local undertaker.  Funerals were small 
private affairs, carried out by the family and friends of the deceased.  Often there was no plan of 
the cemetery, and no register of burials; that information was not required by law to be 
recorded, and was simply kept in the memories of the community.    
Better management was enforced by the Cemeteries Act 1865, which required cemeteries to be 
registered, managed by a formally appointed board of trustees, who were required to keep 
written records of burials and their locations.  But in many places there was little compliance 
with these rules.  In 1872 the South Australian government published a list of all the cemeteries 
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in South Australia. ("Return of Public Cemeteries" SAPP 119/1872)  It recorded 235 cemeteries, 
metropolitan and rural, public and denominational.  Of those, only three of these nine 
cemeteries in Light - Kapunda, Greenock and Freeling - are listed.  (There is also one simply 
listed as a "German" cemetery, with no location given.)  This shows us that the government still 
had very poor records of where and when burials were taking place, and had completely lost 
track of small rural cemeteries. (Nicol 1994, pp. 434-439)   
When dealing with historic cemeteries, it is wise to assume that there are far more grave sites 
present than there are visible monuments.  The Magdala cemetery has only about six substantial 
grave monuments, but Incomplete records list about 50 burials there between 1887 and 1943.  
That is not an unusual ratio.  Where an accurate burial register exists for a historic cemetery, and 
we compare the number of surviving monuments with the number of people known to have 
been buried, we often find the existing monuments only account for perhaps about one-eighth 
of the burials that have taken place.  While this ratio of monuments to burials may seem low, it is 
not unusual for a large proportion of the burials in a historic cemetery to be unmarked, for a 
variety of reasons.  A substantial number of graves would have been unmarked even at the time; 
these would include for example the graves of the very poor, of stillborn babies, unidentified 
people found dead, suicides and many inmates of hospitals, and of course the graves of people 
who simply did not believe in spending money on monuments.  Erection of a monument 
generally occurred when the dead person was a valued member of a local family or community 
group who had a cultural tradition of erecting monuments to their dead, and the financial 
resources to do so; that by no means describes everyone buried in rural cemeteries.  In any 
society, particularly a transient pioneer society in its early decades, a significant proportion of 
the people buried were far from home, destitute and sometimes anonymous.   

 
4.2. SCHOENFELD CEMETERY 

Schoenfeld was never a town, but in 1864 an area of farmland was set aside for a Lutheran 
chapel and cemetery, managed by a group of trustees who were local farmers of German 
ancestry.  The district had a government school from 1864 to 1880, presumably in the chapel.  
The building is long-demolished, and the cemetery has been under council management since 
the 1920s.  

 

5. HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

5.1. PREVIOUS ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE 

The 2004 Heritage Survey by McDougall and Vines identified the Schoenfeld Cemetery as being 
of Local Heritage value, meeting the following criteria of the Development Act 1993: 

a) Schoenfeld Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance 
to the local area as it indicates the establishment of German Lutheran settlements in the 
Light region; 

b) It represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area as it is the 
remains of a typically close-knit Lutheran settlement in the area, which contained houses, 
church and cemetery; 

d) it displays aesthetic merit design characteristics or construction techniques of significance 
to the local area as it contains significant examples of slate headstones with German 
inscriptions and intricate carved decoration. 

5.2. REVIEW OF HERITAGE VALUE ASSESSMENT 

In the context of the nine cemeteries within the Light Regional Council area, the Schoenfeld 
Cemetery is one of the smaller and more intact representations of early German / Lutheran 
settlement in the district. It is also located away from any busy roads and is not associated with a 
town or settlement. 
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The following updated assessment of significance is provided to support a more specific and 
detailed extent of listing: 

a) The Schoenfeld Cemetery displays historical, economic or social themes that are of 
importance to the local area, representing the establishment of small, close knit German 
Lutheran settlements in the region; 

b) The Schoenfeld Cemetery represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the 
local area, through the collection of high-quality memorials associated with members of the 
local community; 

d) The Schoenfeld Cemetery displays aesthetic merit of significance to the local area as it retains 
notable examples of early grave headstones, many displaying high quality craftsmanship, use of 
local materials (slate, marble) and examples of fine technical skill such as ornate carved lettering 
(largely in German). It also retains an unusual setting for a cemetery, with many trees and plants 
throughout the cemetery, and a less formal and regimented character. 

5.3. REVISED EXTENT OF LISTING / DESCRIPTION 

The current extent of listing (based on the Heritage Survey assessment sheet) reads “Schoenfeld 
Cemetery; The cemetery reserve, all headstones and monuments”. 

On site evidence of burials ranges from very intact sites, to no remaining visual evidence. The 
cemetery plan prepared by Light Regional Council indicates where sites have recorded burials 

An amended extent of listing is proposed, as follows. 

 “Full extent of the cemetery as designated on attached plan of the Schoenfeld Cemetery 
Reserve incorporating all extant graves and sites known to contain burials.” 

 
Figure 3: Aerial Image of Schoenfeld Cemetery  
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6. CONSERVATION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
These Conservation Policies has been prepared to assist in the future management and 
development of the cemetery, and is informed by the revised assessment of heritage value. They 
are divided into headings to clearly identify do’s and don’t’s for actions within the cemetery. 

Some tasks should only be undertaken by qualified professionals, due to the specialist nature of 
the work. Contact the Monumental Masons Association of South Australia for a list of qualified 
monumental masons.  Council has a Cemetery Memorials Policy which outlines the conditions and 
documentation required to be provided by monumental masons prior to any standard application 
for memorials work is approved. 

6.1. GENERAL 

- Do as much as is necessary but as little as possible; 

- Retain original fabric; 

- Retain natural patinas and evidence of age on monumentation; 

- Keep records of all works; 

- Train Cemetery staff in works that may affect the heritage value of the place. 

6.2. NEW BURIALS 

Council has determined that no new burials are to occur at the Schoenfeld Cemetery. 

6.3. EXISTING BURIAL SITES 

- Sites with limited or no physical remnants of memorials or plot surrounds should be identified 
with a marker as per Council’s proposal to install a small chamfered top post with engraved 
plaque, following on from ground penetrating radar to establish locations of unmarked 
graves; 

 
Figure 4: Limited visible remains of some gravesites in Schoenfeld Cemetery  

6.4. CONSERVATION WORKS 

6.4.1 Carrara / Angaston Marble: 

- Repair of damaged pieces – broken pieces can be fixed to a secondary base (slate, stone, and 
concrete are all options) which is placed on the ground but packed up slightly at one end to 
ensure water runoff. 
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 Figure 5, 6: Stained and weathered marble headstones in Schoenfeld Cemetery  

- Cleaning guidelines 

CLEANING MARBLE MONUMENTS 

1. Protect elements of the monument that aren’t to be cleaned and adjacent monuments by taping plastic 
sheeting in place. Divert run-off away from monuments. Avoid overspray or splash. 

2. Wash down the marble headstone with medium to high pressure tap water. Use low pressure in the 
vicinity of lead lettering. Do not use scrubbing brushes or abrasives. 

3. Leave the headstone to dry. 
4. Prepare solution of a biocide based on a quaternary ammonium compound. “Wet & Forget” moss and 

mould remover is recommended. The solution should be 2% i.e. 2mL of biocide in 1 litre of clean potable 
water. Do not add anything else; things like detergent, bleach or acids will damage the surface of the 
marble. 

5. Re-moisten the marble. Apply biocide solution by spray or soft brush. Avoid brushing if smearing or 
smudging occurs. Do not brush near lead lettering as it may loosen the lead. Leave the solution on the 
marble, do not rinse. 

6. Leave for four weeks. 
7. Protect the monument and adjacent monuments as described in step 1 above. 
8. Lightly brush down the marble headstone with a soft-bristled brush. Soft plastic or wooden scrapers can 

also be used. Do not brush near lead letters. After brushing, rinse the marble headstone with clean, 
potable water at tap pressure. Further brushing can be undertaken on stubborn growths but stop if 
smearing or smudging occurs. 

9. After rinsing apply another biocide solution in accordance with step 4 above. 
 

Note: Do not undertake cleaning on a windy day or if there is a likelihood of rain that day and preferably no 
likelihood of rain for a few days. 

Safety Requirements: Wear goggles, gloves and protective clothing and follow biocide manufacturer’s written 
recommendations and instructions. 

 

6.4.2 Slate 

- Delamination of slate is difficult to address, particularly when an advanced stage; options to 
consider are as follows: 

o Leave as is and provide a copy of the inscription text on a plaque adjacent the site; 
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o Engage a specialist contractor to have the headstone removed and laid flat on a 
compacted rubble base on a slight slope, to prevent further breakage (this should 
be done by a qualified professional); 

o Engage a specialist contractor to construct a brace for the headstone, undertake 
consolidation works, or both. 

         
Figure 7, 8: Deteriorated and delaminating slate 

6.4.3 Lead incised lettering: 

- Repairs to lead lettering should only be conducted by professional contractors; 

- Loose or dislodged pieces should be collected and placed in a location where they can be 
accessed when repairs are possible. 

6.4.4 Cast Iron: 

- Cast iron work does not require cleaning; 

- Maintain cast iron elements by applying 50% fish oil / 50% mineral turpentine mix: 

TREATING CAST IRON RAILINGS WITH A FISH OIL SOLUTION 

1. Clean any debris, leaves or dirt away from the base of ironwork. 
2. Place and tape drop sheets around the base, blocks and kerbs of the monument. 
3. Remove dirt, flaking paint and loose rust with a soft bristle brush (hair, nylon or similar). Use of wire brushes 

is not desirable as they will leave metal filings on surrounding stonework that will corrode and discolour the 
stone. A light brush is all that is needed. Do not try to rub the ironwork back. 

4. Wash the ironwork down with damp rags soaked in mineral turps. Washing is important as it removes any 
remaining metal particles which would otherwise promote corrosion. 
Allow the washed railings to dry before commencing any applications of fish oil solution. 

Do not apply fish oil solution to wet or damp surfaces, in wet weather, or when the surface temperature 
is below 10°C. 

5. Coat the ironwork with Wattyl Killrust Fishoilene diluted with an equal amount of mineral turps and applied 
with a brush. Work well into cracks and crevices. Use drop sheets to protect surrounding stones, kerbs and 
blocks from drops and splashes. Should any significant spills occur, cloth drop sheets should be soaked in 
water to avoid the risk of self-ignition. Plastic drop sheets may be a better option. The coating dries very 
slowly (48 hours) and so dry and still weather is desirable to avoid excessive accumulation of dust on the 
tacky surface. 
 



 
 
 
 
 SCHOENFELD CEMETERY HERITAGE REPORT  |  LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
  

GRIEVE GILLETT PTY LTD ABN 22 093 008 050 TRADING AS GRIEVE GILLETT ANDERSEN 
G:\2018\18070_LIGHT COUNCIL CEMETERY REPORTS\5.0 DOCUMENTATION\5.8 REPORTS\SCHOENFELD CEMETERY.DOCX P 9 / 10 

Notes: 

The slow deterioration of ironwork can be impeded and the appearance of the ironwork improved by 
coating with fish-oil. 

The fish-oil coating will be dark and glossy initially but will turn matt and gradually degrade and eventually 
wear off. However, in doing so it will not trap moisture against the metal which is the risk with paints. Thus, 
although the fish-oil will eventually require replacement, any failure to replace in good time will have no 
deleterious effect. 

Ironwork should not be sandblasted or subjected to similar aggressive “cleaning” methods. 

Safety Requirements: 

Read and ensure you understand the information on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for Fishoilene 
and Mineral Turpentine. 

Follow the recommendations on the attached Material Safety Data Sheets for Fishoilene and Mineral 
Turpentine. 

Wear protective clothing including protective footwear, overalls, gloves, eye goggles and face mask. 

       
       Figure 9: Cast iron surrounds 

6.4.5 Damaged or missing surrounds (brick, concrete): 

- Relay brick edging to neaten up; 

- Concrete edging only to be replaced by professional contractor; 

- Maintain grassed areas to minimise overgrowth and potential damage from weeds. 

        
       Figure 10, 11: Overgrown brick and concrete edging 
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6.4.6 Leaning Memorials: 

- Options for consideration: (all to be undertaken by professional contractor) 

Lay flat on masonry plinth to prevent breakage / further damage; 

Temporary propping; 

Stabilise by underpinning and reinstating on level ground. 

          
            Figure 12, 13: Leaning memorials at risk of further damage 

6.5. SITE WORKS 

- Construction of simple post and wire fence to the perimeter is recommended, with a 
pedestrian gate – recommend width of gate be such that it can accommodate small 
backhoe or similar for maintenance works access; 

- Continued clearing of invasive species to continue, and management of native species to 
encourage propagation; 

- Design and implementation of any future pathways within the cemetery should be 
undertaken to achieve minimal disturbance to native vegetation as possible. 

  
Figure 14, 15: continued management of native vegetation and invasive species required 
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